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PROCEEDI NGS
(Hearing commenced at 2:01 p.m)

MR. HATCHER: Let's go on the
record. Today is Septenber 12, 2023. The
Commi ssion has set this tinme aside for a prehearing
or procedural conference, depending on your term of
art, for the Case No. EO 2024-0002. This is
captioned In the Matter of Requests for Custoner
Account Data Production.

Real |y the purpose of this neeting,
as | understand it, is |'msuper curious to find
out what the underlying issue is in the case. But
other than that, it's for ne to tell the attorneys
to cone together and work on a schedul e and incl ude
all of the normal things in the schedul e, and
that's really about it.

["'mgoing to turn it over to staff
and see if we go in a different direction than
that. M. Kerr? OCh. | need to do introduction of
counsel on the record. M apologies. Let's do
I ntroduction of counsel. M. Kerr, go ahead.

M5. KERR: Carolyn Kerr for staff.

MR. HATCHER: Thank you.

M. Fischer?
MR. FISCHER: Yes. Let the record
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refl ect the appearance of Janes Fischer with the raoes
| aw firm of Fischer & Daugherty, P.C., and our
address is 2081 Honeysuckl e Lane 651009.

MR. HATCHER: Thank you. And M.
Martin?

My nane is Anna Martin. | amwth
the Ofice of Public Counsel, and our information
shoul d be on the record.

MR. HATCHER: Excellent. So let's
go ahead and hear fromstaff. Even though the
filing was officially from Evergy, | would assune
that the explanation would be better comng from
staff. Let's start there. M. Kerr?

M5. KERR® Well, we are -- | guess
we're here just to set a procedural schedule for
this case. W've got -- sorry.

MR. FISCHER: Can | help you out a
little bit?

M5. KERR: Yeah. |[|f you don't m nd
go ahead.

MR. FISCHER: As | understand it,
the issue is really the staff has requested sone
data fromthe conpany that's pretty extensive and
granular related to rate design and class cost to
service. | think we have been requested to provide
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the reason why we can't provide that requested data

and the individual estimted cost associated wth
providing it. W've got initial estimtes. But

we' ve been required or | think requested to provide
it in direct testinony so staff can respond. In
the end if we can't work it out, that the

Comm ssion woul d give us sone direction on where to
go.

So | think that's pretty nuch as |
understand the nature of the issues, that's what
we're dealing wth.

M5. KERRR Right. 1It's for Evergy
to provide a reason why it can't provide the
requested data to each set of the requested data.
The testinony of --

M5. MARTIN. Sarah Lange.

M5. KERR: Sarah Lange sets out
what data that we're asking for, and we did send
out a proposed procedural schedul e back at the end
of August. Haven't heard back. So see if we can't
get that, get that going and see if we can't get
t hat hearing schedul ed.

MR. HATCHER: kay. | just want to
make sure. | think |I picked up on this. W're

going to have direct testinony fromthe conpany
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expl ai ni ng about their data and then we wi |l have

rebuttal testinony fromstaff? | don't want to get
too far into the weeds because | know that you guys
are going to basically decide this and I'"mgoing to
approve it. But | just -- that was unusual. So |
just wanted to kind of note that.

M5. KERR  Yes.

MR. HATCHER: Ckay. Nobody is
vol unteering, so let's nove on.

M5. KERR: Evergy is going to
provi de direct testinony.

MR. HATCHER: Are there any other
things that you need nme here for or the court
reporter before we excuse ourselves? 1'l|l go ahead
and tell this on the record. Wat we'll do, Madam
Court Reporter, is you and | are going to get off
of the call here in just a couple of mnutes. That
will end the on-the-record portion of this
procedural or prehearing conference. The parties
are going to stay on the line, and since I'mthe
host, | have to renenber not to end the neeting for
all of the parties. But | wll then hang up just
for nmyself. The parties are then going to talk
nore openly and wi thout the judge there about

possi bl e negotiations or issues or all kinds of
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neat details.

To the parties, you guys, with the
exception of Ms. Martin, are pretty famliar wth
what | look for in a procedural schedule. But 1']
go ahead and go over it real quick. First and
forenost, I'mlooking for a joint statenent of
facts. | love those things. They provide those
little incidental facts that | don't tend to find
in the record. That's assuming if we get to a
decision. W want to nmake sure and count 10
busi ness days for any transcripts. W want to make
sure we schedule at |east one settl enent
conference. | love a good kunbaya neeti ng.

| can't think of anything else. It
sounds |ike this one mght have a little bit
di fferent procedures, so I'll nmake sure and keep
that in mnd. Anything that you need ne to do,
make sure you put it in a footnote or send ne an
e-mai |, hey, Judge, we need you to procedurally do
this. | can't think of anything else. So I'm
going to throw it open. Anything else before we
end the official on the record part?

M5. KERR: If | can just kind of
clarify sonething earlier.

VR. HATCHER: Yes.
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M5. KERR: This is -- what
M. Fischer had said earlier, this is the result of
an agreenent that Evergy nade, and the Conm ssion
orders the approval of the stipulation. Then
Evergy hasn't provided individual estinmates of the
cost to provide a set of requested data. So their
notion coul d have included the direct testinony.
It didn'"t. So that's why -- so we're asking --
that's why the direct testinony is going to be
I ncl uded as part of the procedural -- as the
initial testinony. So we're going to start wth
the direct testinony, and then staff is going to
provide rebuttal and go fromthere.
MR HATCHER: | think that will be

fine.

o

KERR:  Ckay.

3

HATCHER: No. And | appreciate
t hat .

&

KERR: Sur e.

3

OPI TZ: Judge, this is Tim
Qpitz for MECG | was able to join and did not
I ntroduce nysel f.

MR HATCHER  Ckay.

MR OPITZ: So wanted you to know

that | was here.
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MR. HATCHER: Thank you. Madam
Court Reporter, TimOpitz, OP-1-T-Z, and he is
counsel for the initials are MECG That stands for
M dwest Energy Consuners G oup.

| wll openit to Ms. Martin or
M. Fischer, any other coments before | close it
out ?

M5. MARTIN: | don't know how
I nportant this is. But the information that this
is about is listed in the docket sheet, or in the
-- excuse ne. Not the docket sheets. In the case
| think it was ER-2023-0129 and ER-2023-0130 for
the direct testinony of Sarah Lange.

MR. HATCHER  Yes.

M5. MARTIN: It's on page 3 through
5 and page 61 through 63.

MR. HATCHER: Ms. Martin, the
O fice of Public Counsel's long history of being
very hel pful during these natters, you have been
very helpful in providing that citation. |
appreci ate that.

M5. MARTIN: You're wel cone.

MR. FI SCHER: Any other -- any
ot her issues, M. Fischer?

MR FISCHER: | really don't have
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any, Judge. |'mgoing to suggest a procedural

schedul e that m ght have a hearing |ike January
25th and 26th. | was going to ask if you had any
cal endar problenms with that?

MR. HATCHER: That's right. | have
been using the word slow wal k, and that's probably
alittle pejorative. But you had -- the conpany
had requested that the Conm ssion be aware of the
cl ose of the summer season and the onset of the TQU
rates. So is January the |ate date we were
t hi nki ng about ?

MR FISCHER: Well, we need to talk
with the parties. But | think generally fromny
perspective the staff schedule may be just a little
bit too quick. But we could live with nost things.
If we slipit a nonth that would put us a hearing
date the last week in January. | was just curious
whet her that was avail able for you to hear the
case?

MR. HATCHER: | have the cal endar
up and in front of ne. The |last week in January is
a Tuesday and a Wednesday. That's the 30th and
31lst. | amopen. | also have the official
Commi ssi on cal endar open, and | do not see anything

on that.
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MR. FI SCHER: | guess the previous
week, the 25th and 26th of January, are you open
t hen?
MR. HATCHER: Yes. | just hit the
back scroll. Al so the sane.
MR. FI SCHER: (kay.
MR. HATCHER: QOpen for all of us.
MR. FISCHER: That's all | needed.
MR. HATCHER: Then I'mgoing to
talk slowly so sonebody can raise -- wave their
hands or yell if they need ne to stop. O herw se,
we're going to go ahead and cl ose this procedural
conference. Yes, we are. Let's go off the record.
(Hearing concluded at 2:13 p.m)
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NOTARI AL CERTI FI CATE
|, Stephanie D. Darr, Certified Court
Reporter and a duly conm ssioned Notary Public
wthin and for the State of M ssouri, do hereby
certify that the record was taken by ne to the best
of nmy ability and thereafter reduced to typewiting
under ny direction; that | am neither counsel for,
related to, nor enployed by any of the parties to
the action in which this record was nade, and
further that | amnot a relative or enployee of any
attorney or counsel enployed by the parties
thereto, nor financially or otherwise interested in
the outcone of the action. ‘
an 1
Stephanie D. Darr, CCR 827
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