© 00 N o o b~ w N P

=
o

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Procedural Conference Vol |

Page 1
BEFORE THE PUBLI C SERVI CE COVWM SSI ON
STATE OF M SSOURI

TRANSCRI PT OF PROCEEDI NGS
PROCEDURAL CONFERENCE

In the Matter of the request of )
Li berty Utilities (M ssouri )
Water) LLC d/b/a Liberty for )
Authority to Inplenent a General )File No. WR- 2024-0104
Rate I ncrease for Water and )
Wast ewat er Service Provided in )
its Mssouri Service Areas )

MONDAY, NAY 20, 2024
10: 00 A M

Governor O fice Building
200 Mmdi son Street
Jefferson City, MO 65101

VOLUME |

JOHN CLARK, Presiding
SENI OR REGULATORY LAW JUDGE

(Due to the quality of the recorded nedia, portions
were unable to be transcribed and incl ude inaudible
portions. The transcript nay al so include

m sinterpreted words and/or unidentified speakers.
The transcri ber was not present at the tine of the
recording; therefore, this transcript should not be
consi dered verbatim)

TRANSCRI BED BY: MELI SSA El CKEN

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required Nevada Registration #116F. LEXITAS
www.lexitaslegal.com California Firm Registration #179




© 00 N O 0o A~ W N P

N N N DN NN P PP,
aa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo o~ w N+, O

Procedural Conference Vol |

) ) ) Page 2
LAW JUDGE CLARK: -- record it, and it is

going to be sent off to be transcribed. Wth that, so
|"mgoing to go on the record.

Today's May 20th of 2024. And the current
time is 10:00 a.m, And we are in Room 305 of the
Governor Ofice Building. Comm ssion has set aside
this tinme today for a procedural conference and a
di scovery conference in the case captioned as in the
matter of the request of Liberty Utilities, M ssour
Water, LLC, doing business as Liberty for authority to
| npl ement a general rate increase for water and
wast ewat er service provided in a Mssouri service
area, and that is file nunber WR-2024-0104.

My nane is John Clark. [|'mthe regulatory
| aw j udge overseeing this procedural and discovery
conference today.

At this tinme I'mgoing to ask the parties
to enter their appearance for the record starting with
Li berty.

M5. CARTER Good norning. This is D ana
Carter for Liberty, both water and wastewater.

LAW JUDGE CLARK: Thank you, Ms. Carter.
On behal f of comm ssion staff.

M5. ABLIN. Casey Ablin (phonetic) for

conmm ssion staff.
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LAW JUDGE CLARK: Thank you, Ms. Ablin.

Publ i ¢ counsel.

MR. POSTON. Marc Poston for public
counsel .

LAW JUDGE CLARK: Thank you, M. Poston.
And we have a couple of intervenors here on behal f of
hol i day and vacation (i naudi bl e).

MR, OPTIZ: TimOpitz on behalf of holiday
and (i naudi bl e) vacation conpany.

LAW JUDGE CLARK: Thank you, M. Qpitz.
And on behalf of the (inaudible).

KATI E: Katie (inaudible) on behalf of
(i naudi bl e).

LAW JUDGE CLARK: Good norning. Good
norning. Thank you very nuch.

The reason this conference was called is
the comm ssion adopted the procedural schedule that --
the joint schedule that was proposed by the parties
Wi th the exceptions that there's -- there's two
essential things going on in -- in this case. Nunber
one, there's a |ot of local public hearing that had
been requested. And | think that the chances are that
t he comm ssion woul d probably want to (i naudi bl e)
quite a few of those. | don't know that the

conm ssion is going to be at all of them But | do
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not know that yet. So | think -- | don't think

anybody shoul d be surprised (inaudible). Ri ght now I
have -- | have ny admnistrative assistant, basically,
checking (inaudible) locations to see (inaudible)

| ocati ons, and we've had troubles getting (inaudible)

| ocati on nade (inaudi ble) |ocation higher on the |ist
maybe. The second issue is the briefing schedule, and
it is not ny intention to squeeze the parties

(inaudi ble) and | know that they -- that there's a | ot
of big heavy cases going on right before the

comm ssion and (inaudi ble) rate case (inaudible)
securitization that's finishing up, there's sone

(i naudi bl e) com ng, a nunber of things comng. | know
that Liberty has, | believe, not just this case, but

t hey have an (inaudible) rate case, and | can't

remenber whether it's (inaudible) base notice or

whet her that's (inaudible).

So with that in mnd, | understand that the

parties wanted to do a reply brief on January 7th.

And the problemwth that is the operation of |aw day

I s February 10th, so. The issue there is that really
when you boil it down, that gives ne about two weeks

to get an order witten, and with these orders, you
know, maybe there's a stipulation that shortcut, naybe
there's not, but |I have to plan so (inaudible) going
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required Nevada Registration #116F. LEXITAS

www.lexitaslegal.com California Firm Registration #179




© 00 N O 0o A~ W N P

N N N DN NN P PP,
aa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo o~ w N+, O

Procedural Conference Vol |

. . . Page 5
to be, you know (inaudible) issues.

So with that in mnd, | amgoing to ask the
parties if | can nove the briefing schedul e back and
I''mgoing to (inaudible) not so severely. Wth the

January 7th, with the reply briefs, I would like to

nove that to January 3rd. | don't want to not get --
the question is, | do not want to get into the
previous nonth. | -- | |ooked at the schedul e, and |

think that unfairly (inaudible).

So are there any objections to ne noving to
areply brief date of January 3rd? |Is that a conflict
for anyone?

M5. CARTER That works for the conpany.
Thanks, Judge.

LAW JUDGE CLARK: Thank you, Ms. Carter.

MR. OPITZ: That's fine.

MR. POSTON: | don't even have down -- when
i's the (inaudible).

LAWJUDGE CLARK: It isn't in the -- we
didn't put it in the schedule because we called this
conf erence, so.

MR. POSTON; right.

LAW JUDGE CLARK: For briefing. So
originally, they were scheduled -- reply briefs were

schedul ed for January 7th, and initial briefs were
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schedul ed for Decenber 18th. And because the

evidentiary -- and | think -- what | think the parties
were doing here, and | could be wong, could be just
me speculating, what | think the parties were doing
was trying to conpensate the fact that we have sone
real difficulty getting transcripts in a tinely
manner, after a year, and that's really problematic
and that (inaudible) parties (inaudible). | wll et
you know. I'mgoing to expedite the transcripts in
this case that (inaudible) | don't knowif that's in
there, but that's what I'mgoing to do and that shoul d
make the briefing schedule a little bit easier.

| already indicated 1'd |like to nove our
reply briefs to January 7th. | would like to nove
initial briefs just a few days back to Decenber 13th
from Decenber 18th. So is there anybody that has a
conflict or an objection to that?

KATIE: And | was told in the parties'
di scussion that we were m ndful for (inaudible) get
the transcripts, and al so, the holiday (inaudible)
i ndirectly can affect the transcripts, too.

LAW JUDGE CLARK: Yeah. Exactly. W've
got New Year's, we've got the -- the Christnmas
hol i day, we've got Thanksgiving, all of those fall

ri ght dead center --
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KATI E:  Yeabh.
LAW JUDGE CLARK: -- towards the end of it.
| hear no -- | hear no objection to that.
MR. POSTON: Let nme ask this. | nean, what
Is the basis for noving -- | do worry just since

there's a holiday in there (inaudible) but other than
It's, you know, maybe even nore tine to (inaudible).

LAW JUDGE CLARK: Yeah. | generally start
witing both the order and the nenorandum for the
conm ssion usually right after | get the initial
brief. That's when | start on that, and then that
gets further (inaudible) by the reply brief, but
generally, that's where I'm (inaudible) while clearly
(i naudi ble) parts of it, the nmenorandum (i naudi bl e)

cases (inaudible) the agenda generally brief cases

(i naudi bl e) unusual (inaudible) so the -- M. Poston,
IS -- is that an objection? That's fine, if it is.
MR. POSTON: It -- | nean, really it is,

because if you take out the Thanksgiving, we don't get
transcripts right away, then it really --

LAW JUDGE CLARK: Ckay.

MR. POSTON. -- gives us two weeks
(1 naudi bl e).
LAWJUDGE CLARK: | think that's -- | think
that's a very reasonable -- that's a very reasonabl e
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di scussion. What -- what day is it? | mght be

wlling to split the difference between the 13th and
the 18th. |Is there a day in there? | could do
Monday, the 16th. Does that --

MR. POSTON: Certainly better than the
13th, then that gives the weekend to work (i naudible).

LAW JUDGE CLARK: And like | say -- yeah.
| don't want to ruin anybody's holidays.

MR. POSTON: Really, | nean -- generally, |
nmean, try to get 30 days (inaudible) so anything you
can do, that would be (inaudible).

LAW JUDGE CLARK: Let's do the 16th.

MR. POSTON: (I naudi bl e).

LAW JUDGE CLARK: Let's do the 16th. Are
there any other -- are there any other party
objections to the 16th, and that's a Monday; correct?

KATI E:  Yes.

LAW JUDGE CLARK: Are there any objections
to Decenber the 16th for initial briefs?

KATI E:  No, Your Honor.

LAW JUDGE CLARK: | hear none. Al right.
Il will -- 1"Il have an order issued basically updating
that. So --

KATIE: So we are (inaudible) five weeks

(i naudi bl e) three?
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LAW JUDGE CLARK: Yes. That is correct.

That -- that's -- that's the -- | wll agree that
(i naudible) tinme triggers (inaudible) virtual. Oay.
Well, that -- that deals with that.

Let's tal k about discovery. | didn't
receive any. Do any parties at this point have any
di scovery?

KATIE: Not in this (inaudible). W are
wor ki ng t oget her (i naudible).

LAW JUDGE CLARK: Ch, great. That's

excellent. And | love to hear that. | |love to hear
that the parties are conmunicating. Wll, again, |
wi || apol ogi ze for (inaudible) here in person. That

was not ny (inaudi ble) Wbex. For future (inaudible)
it'"s in my policy for discovery conferences | do
prefer to have those in person (inaudible) stuff I
li ke to see, but | am (inaudible) policy (inaudible)
filed anything (inaudible) conference (inaudible). Is
there anything el se that the comm ssion needs to
address at this tinme?

MR. OPITZ: Do you have any idea of what
(i naudi bl e) ?

LAWJUDGE CLARK: | wish | could.

MR OPITZ: Ckay.

LAWJUDGE CLARK: | wish -- no. | really
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wi sh | did. Because this is -- thisis -- that's --

that's a fair question, and I'll try and provide as
much transparency, if possible. So | wll tell you
that with all the changes at the conm ssion
(inaudible) for a while -- there for a while, we

wor ked t hrough themall (inaudible) pandem c, and then
we for a while swtched to (inaudible) them

(i naudi bl e) electronic, then we kind of switched to

(i naudi bl e) you know, let's do (inaudible) hybrid, you
know (i naudi bl e) sonebody's in person, and we'll all ow
(i naudi bl e) once the (inaudible). | think -- | think
that the conm ssion is | eaning towards nore
(inaudible). But |I don't know that we're going to be
able to (inaudible), so. (lnaudible) certainly try to
get the (inaudible) if possible. But | think what the
(i naudi bl e).

KATIE: (I naudible) two requests.

LAW JUDGE CLARK: And | understand. |
under stand why given the nunber of (inaudible) conply.
So | (inaudible) try to acconmodate (inaudible) as
much as possible. | would expect -- | would expect an
(i naudible) I think that right now the (i naudible)
Decenber 15th and (i naudible).

KATI E:  Yeah.

LAW JUDGE CLARK: Is that correct?
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KATI E:  Yeabh.
LAW JUDGE CLARK: So that's -- anything
wthin that tinme frane, |I'msure we can (i naudi bl e)
but the problem | have is, |I've done a nunber of
these -- |'ve done a nunber of Enpire (inaudible) sone

of them (i naudi ble) funded but a vast najority of them
(inaudible). Sonme | -- | know that that's standard,
so. In order to (inaudible) probably (inaudible) at
doi ng sone of these hearings |ike (inaudible).

KATI E:  Uh- huh.

LAW JUDGE CLARK: And ot her (inaudible) and
the follow ng anot her (inaudible) trying not to
(i naudi bl e) way, but if that becones a real problem
I f you've got (inaudible) Iocation (inaudible) getting
the hearing conpleted and getting to the next | ocation
could be a problem | nean (inaudible) nmy preference
(i naudi bl e) as possible but (inaudible) turnover
(i naudi bl e) .

KATIE: Do we have any details (inaudible)
matter of (inaudible) how many (inaudible) I -- |
think I renmenber our first and only other (inaudible)
there was a statenent nmade that there were (inaudible)
relative to other |ike (inaudible) that seemto be
(i naudi bl €) unusual |arge nunber of comments fromthe

public; is that --
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LAW JUDGE CLARK: | (inaudible) staff to

put out a nunber, and |'mgoing to --
(I naudi bl e conversation.)
LAW JUDGE CLARK: Ckay. Let's get those.

However | think --

KATI E:  Ckay.
LAW JUDGE CLARK: -- that's what | believe.
| don't know what's been filed since -- since staff

did that. (Ilnaudible) another nunber (inaudible). |
can look into that and see.

MR, OPITZ: (lnaudible) be able to see
(i naudi bl e) nmaybe not the public itself, but I
think --

KATI E: A nunber?

MR, OPTIZ: (Ilnaudible).

KATI E:  Okay.

MR OPITZ: (Ilnaudible).

LAW JUDGE CLARK: Ckay. Thank you for
letting me know. | didn't know if that nunber was a
conmmi ssi on nunber only or if (inaudible) send
(i naudi bl e) outside ny (inaudible).

KATI E: Sounds good.

LAW JUDGE CLARK: Al right. Was there
anything el se, that anybody would li ke to know or

would i ke for ne to address at this tine? So again,
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t hank you all for com ng (inaudible) today.
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Wi ||

conference and di scovery.

Thank you.

KATI E:  Thank you.
(Audi o ended.)

We can go off the record.
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CERTI FI CATE OF REPORTER
I, Melissa J. Eicken, Certified Court

Reporter of M ssouri, Certified Shorthand Reporter of
I1linois and Regi stered Professional Reporter, do

hereby certify that | was asked to prepare a

transcri pt of proceedings had in the above-nenti oned
case, which proceedings were held with no court

reporter present utilizing an open m crophone system

of preserving the record.

| further certify that the foregoi ng pages

constitute a true and accurate reproduction of the
proceedi ngs as transcribed by ne to the best of ny
ability and may incl ude inaudi bl e sections or

m sidentified speakers of said open m crophone
recor di ng.

(//¢%Q{ZLZLZLZLAJQL/ éé%;<:1ngZAVL_/
Melissa J. Eicken, CCR CSR RPR
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