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Types & Fundamentals Operating the Forklift 

Types & Fundamentals: 

Forklift Classifications 

Oass I: Electric Motor ruder Trucks 
Oass II: Electric Motor Narrow Aisle Trucks 
aass III: Electric Motor Hand Trucks or Hand/Rider Trucks 
aass IV: Internal Combustion Engine Trucks (Solid/Cushion Tires). 
aass V: Internal Combustion Engine Trucks (Pneumatic nres). 
dass VI: Electric and Internal Combustion Engine Tractors 
Oass VII: &Qygh Terrain Forklift Trucks 

!class I: Electric Motor Rider Trucks 

The following are examples of dass I powered industrial trucks. 
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Lift Code 1: Counterbalanced Rider Type, lift Code 4: Three Wheel Electric Trucks, Sit lift Code 5: Counterbalanced Rider, Cushion 
stand Up. Down. Tires, Sit Down. 

lift Code 6: Counterbalanced Rider, 
Pneumatic or Either Type lire, Sit Down, 

!class JI: Electric Motor Narrow Aisle Trucks 

The following are examples of Oass JI powered industrial trucks. 
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Uft Code 1: High Lift straddle, 

!class III: Electric Motor Hand Trucks or Hand/Rider Trucks 

The following are examples of aass III powered industrial trucks. 

h ttps://www.osha .aov/SL TC/etools/niUf orklift/tvoes/clas..<:.P_c::. html 



12/5/2018 Powered Industrial Trucks eTool: Types & Fundamentals - Types: Forklift Classifications 

(crass IV: Internal Combustion Engine Trucks (Solid/Cushion Tires) 

The folfowfng are examples of aass N powered industrial trucks. 

Class V: Internal Combustion Engine Trucks (Pneumatic nres) 

The following are examples of dass V powered Industrial trucks. 

Class VI: Electric and Internal Combustion Engine Tractors 

The following are examples of aass VI powered industrial trucks. 
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)class VII: Rough Terrain Forklift Trucks 

Class VII - Rough terrain forklift is a generic term used to describe forklifts typically intended fOI' use on unimproved 
natural terrain and disturbed terrain construction sites. However, the term nrough terrain" does not impfy that the Forklift 
can be safely operated on every conceivable type of terrain. 

There are three basic types of rough terrain forklift: 

This is an example of a ruggedly constructed forklift and is designed to be used 
primarily outdoors. 

. . ' -- -· ,' · ability to reach out In front of the forklift allows the operator flexibility In the I ~,-·--.. ·---····---·-·-·· ... .. .. ~.". : "''"•·-·-··-'"·-·~-~--"™ Ji} : · _·- _ placement of a load. 

Variable reach type. 

This is an example of a portable self-propelled rough terrain forklift that is typically 
transported to the job site. It is mounted on a carrier to the back of a trudqtraifer and 
is used to unload heavy Items from the truck/trailer at the job site, Note that not all 
truck/trailer mounted forklifts are rough terrain forklifts. 
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