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(Starting tinme of the hearing: 07:31 p.m)

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: Let's go on
the record. Good evening. It is January 22nd
of 2025, and the current tinme is 7:31 p. m

Now, the question and answer portion of
the programfor this rate case has just ended.
| f you had questions about this case, | hope
you were able to get those answered. |If you
still have questions after the hearing, and you
haven't been able to get those answered, |
woul d ask that you contact the conpany, the
Comm ssion Staff or the Ofice of the Public
Counsel with your inquiries. W're going to
start the public comment portion.

Now, the M ssouri Public Service
Comm ssion has set aside this tinme now for a
| ocal public hearing in file nunber:
ER- 2024- 0319, which is a general rate case
captioned as: In the Matter of Union Electric
doi ng busi ness as Aneren Mssouri's Tariffs to
Adjust Its Revenues for Electric Service.

My nane is John Clark. |[|'mthe Regul atory
Law Judge overseeing this hearing this evening,

and |'m presiding over the case. Now, the
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M ssouri Public Service Conm ssion regul ates

the rate charged by investor-owned utility
conpanies in Mssouri to insure those rates are
just and reasonable. The Comm ssion al so

regul ates the quality of service and the safety
of operations of investor-owned utilities in

M ssouri. The Commi ssion is nmade up of five
comm ssioners, the chair of the conm ssioners,
Kayl a Hahn, and conm ssioners Miida Col eman to
my left, Jason Holsman to ny right and to ny
far left, den Kol kneyer. Al so, Conm ssion
John Mtchell, Chair Hahn and Conm ssi on
Mtchell are not here live this evening, but
they are listening online via WbEx.
Additionally, this is being recorded by a court
reporter who is taking down everything that is
said for the comm ssioners to review later if
they want to as well.

Now, the Commi ssioners are appointed by a
governor to a fixed term and they're confirned
by the Senate. The Conmm ssioners enploy a
staff of engineers, accountants, attorneys,
financial analysts and other specialists in the
field of utility regulation. Conm ssioner

Col eman, would you |ike nmake to any opening
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remar ks?

COVMW SSI ONER COLEMAN:  Sure, thank you,
Judge. Good evening, everyone. As the Judge
noted, | am Maida Coleman. | really appreciate
the fact that you have taken the tine to cone
out tonight. W look forward to these
| ocal public hearings, because it gives us an
opportunity to get information on the record
about the opinions of the custoners of the
utilities that we regulate. W know t hat
utility issues are inportant to each and every
one of you. W know you are -- you take this
topic seriously or you wouldn't be here, so we
t hank you and want you to know no one deci sion
has been nade about this case. W |ook forward
to the information that you give us so that we
are able to nmake a decision that has taken into
consideration all of your testinony and the
ot her evidence that we receive. Thank you
again for being here tonight. Thank you,

Judge.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: Thank you,
Comm ssi oner Col eman. As the comm ssioner
said, the conm ssioners are not going to be

able to answer your questions tonight, neither
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will I, and the reason for that i s because the

case has not been decided yet. There still has
yet to be an evidentiary hearing in this case,
and the conm ssioners can't hear anything
that's not in the records, so neither them nor
nysel f were present during the Q%A portion of
this.

This is our chance to hear fromthe
public. So, this is our chance to hear how you
think and feel about this rate increase request
by Anreren M ssouri. After this, after
the public hearings, we will possibly arrive at
an evidentiary hearing, and at the evidentiary
hearing, the Comm ssion wll hear evidence from
all the parties in regard to the rate case.
There are a | ot people here tonight, and there
are a lot of people that are going to want to
make coments, and we want to try and get as
many coments from as nmany peopl e as possi bl e.
| have 38 people signed up right now. However,
| amgoing to -- I'msorry, 40 peopl e signed up
as of right now However, I'mgoing to do a
hard stop at 10: 00 o' cl ock because we need to
relinqui sh the roomand the Conm ssioners have

a packed date tonorrow with an agenda, as well

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required Nevada Registration #116F. LEXITAS
www.lexitaslegal.com California Firm Registration #179



© 00 N oo o b~ w N Pk

N N NN NN R R R R R R R R R
g A W N P O © W N O O M W N B O

Transcript of Proceedings

January 22, 2025

as anot her presentation. So, I'mgoing to
limt everybody to three mnutes. | wll let
you know when three mnutes is up, and I'm
going to ask that you quickly conplete your

t hought so that we get can many as people in as
possi bl e to speak.

Al'so, you wll see certain thenes energe.
People wll say sone of the sane concerns over
and over again. To allow everybody to speak,
if you -- if sonebody has al ready expressed a
concern that you want to express, you m ght
just get up and |let the Comm ssion know, hey,
this other person said that this was very
difficult for people on a fixed incone, | would
also like to point that I'mon a fix incone and
share those concerns. And that way we can al so
speed along the tinme so that everybody can get
a chance to conment.

|"mgoing to call the nanes in the order
that they appear on the sheet and if you cone
up to the mcrophone, I'mgoing to ask you to
state and to spell your nane for the court
record, and then | will swear you in and you
can offer your comments to the Conm ssion. All

right? Thank you all for being here this
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evening. And the first nane | have -- |I'm

sorry, the comm ssioner is remnding ne | have
forgotten to take entries of appearance, so |
will do that now for the record. Starting
with Aneren M ssouri.

MR, HOLTHAUS: Bill Holthaus for Anmeren
M ssouri .

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: Thank you,
Anmeren M ssouri. For the Conm ssion Staff?

MR. PRINGLE: Travis Pringle on behalf of
Staff.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: On behal f of
the O fice of the Public Counsel.

M5. VANGERPEN: Li ndsay VanGerpen on
behal f of the OPC

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: Are there any
I ntervenors present? M. Coffman.

MR. COFFMAN.  Appearing on behal f of the
Consuners Council of Mssouri, |'m John
Cof f man.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: Thank you,
Consuners Council. After you've given your
coments, if you can hang out at the m crophone
for just a heartbeat. |If | have a question for

you, |I'lIl ask at that tinme. |If the
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comm ssi oners have a question for you, they
will it ask at any tine they like, and if the
attorneys have a question, they wll get ny
attention and I wll allow themto ask that
gquestion. So, with that in mnd, I'mgoing to
call the first nanme on list. If | butcher a
nanme, please let ne know and | apol ogi ze in
advance. Justin Idleburg. M. Idleburg, wll
you pl ease state and spell your nane for the
record.

MR, IDLEBURG M nane is Justin
J-u-s-t-i-n, last nane, 1dl eburg.
| -d-1-e-b-u-r-g.

(Justin 1dl eburg sworn.)

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: Pl ease go
ahead.

MR, IDLEBURG My nane is Justin Idleburg,
and |1'mthe executive director of Cabanne
Di strict Devel opnent Corporation, an
organi zati on deeply commtted to advocating for
equi tabl e solutions for famly, seniors and our
nost vul nerabl e communities across M ssouri.
Today, |'m here to address Aneren M ssouri
proposed rate increase from 14 cents per

kil owatt hour to 16 cents per kilowatt. W
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understand the context for the rate design
change. The power systemis changing at a pace
that the industry has not experienced for
decades. W nay even say since the 1904
Wrld s Fair where electricity was shown and
proven to the world it can be used indoors. In
saying that, we want to acknow edge that even
t hough the proposed increase that Anmeren
M ssouri remains three percent |esser than the
nati onal average of 19 percent kilowatt, we
appreci ate your efforts to maintain rates that
are conpetitively affordable. However, we al so
must recogni ze that for many | ow i ncone
househol ds, seniors and di sabl ed i ndi vi dual s,
even small increases in energy costs have
significant inpacts on their quality of |ife,
and that's why many of those St. Louis
communities and rural comunities are part of
the Justice 40 initiative, and its data stated
that the magjority of the Gty of St. Louis
suffers froma range of 99 percent to 90
percent energy burden on househol ds.

At the Cabanne Devel opnent Corporation, we
recently surveyed over 2,000 households in

nei ghbor hoods such as the West End, Acadeny
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Sherman and Ham | ton Heights. A staggering

86 percent of the respondents, particularly
not hers, elders, reported that the energy cost
repeatedly represented their highest nonthly
expense often surpassing housi ng and food
costs. For these famlies, these rate
I ncreases posed a serious affordability
chal | enge.

W are here today to propose that Aneren
M ssouri and the Public Service Conmm ssion
consi der an energy access plan, and one of our
first things is establishing a rate-nmaking
obj ective. Second, and one of ny favorites,
how we can create a virtual power plant
initiative. For those that do not know what
that is, it's devel oped prograns that aggregate
and distribute energy resorts such as
residential solar panels and battery-stored
systens to function collectively as a virtual
power plant. Participants can receive
conpensation contributing to the grid's
stability. The benefit enpowers custoners to
actively participate in energy narkets,
potentially reducing their bills and enhancing

grid resilience that you all tal k about, that
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we' ve | earned about tonight.

And one of those nice things, we would
li ke to expand net netering, as well as al so
of fer energy credits and revenue to honeowners
to help offset the cost of energy bills and
also to help you all with your grid expansion
as we are going into this energy transition.
And, |ast, but not at |east, how we co-create
this collectively with our stakehol ders that
are here today and other parts of rural and
urban M ssouri? | thank you. | have not hing
else to say. | appreciate you all for
listening to ne.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: Thank you
very much, M. |dleburg. Your coments
wher efores were concise and they were direct
and on point. Thank you.

MR. | DLEBURG  Thank you.

COVMMM SSI ONER COLEMAN: | ' m sorry,
M. 1dl eburg, would you tell ne again the nane
of the organization that you' re the executive
di rector of?

MR. | DLEBURG  Cabanne District,
Ca-b-a-n-n-e. W got our nane fromthe

f ounder, Jean-Pi erre Cabanne.
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COVMW SSI ONER COLEMAN: Ckay, you said rage e
Cabanne. (kay, Cabanne District, what?

MR I DLEBURG  Community Devel opnent
Cor por ati on.

COMMM SSI ONER COLEMAN:  CDC, okay, thank
you.

MR | DLEBURG  Thank you.

COVMM SSI ONER COLEMAN: | wote it down
W ong.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: Diane Perry.
And Ms. Perry, would you state and spell your
name for the record?

M5. PERRY: Diane is spelled D-i-a-n-e.
My last nane is P, as in Paul, e-r-r-y.

(D ane Perry sworn.)

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: Pl ease go
ahead.

M5. PERRY: |I'mwth one of the ol dest
bl ock organi zations, the St. Louis County
NAACP. |1'mon the executive commttee, but |I'm
not speaking fromthemat this tine. [|'m
speaking as a senior citizen. I|I'mretired, and
a true St. Louis Countyian. | was born in
Clayton and raised in Webster G oves. | feel

sorry -- | went to WAashington back in '72, and
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| saw a |ayout to nove all the blacks out of

North St. Louis County -- | nean, North GCty,
to North St. Louis County. | was kind of
shocked. W thought we had noved up.

We had nice hones. Just like they have in
Webster. But in 2008, the car deal ers noved
out of this city. A lot of us who bought them
honmes couldn't afford them but the real estate
people let us rent fromthem (kay, you got to
pay rent. You |lost your job. You got these
high utilities. Boy, that's a lot, isn't it?
That's back in 2008. Can you believe we going
back if you raise these utility bills now?
That's crazy, and don't m sunderstand ne, |
hope there aren't no droppers in here. W
can't afford right now.

This country is in a mess. Not just our
utilities, everything. And sone young person
said sonething that | was going to say, we hope
it ain't a political thing. W really do.

It's kind of strange it's happeni ng now when we
just got a new, you know what, because | don't
want to stay. | just know |'m a senior

citizen, five grandkids, one great one. And

they were fortunate to have parents to push
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themand go to college. But we can't do all
that if we have to pay high utility bills.
Can't afford it. And, plus, we spoiled this
generation. They don't know how to hustle, to
suffer this. But they don't know to get out
and do. So, | wish you all would kind of
reconsider bringing up these bills right now.
That's all this old |ady got to say.
REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: Ms. Perry,
t hank you very nmuch for your comments. Julia
Allen. M. Allen, wll you please state and
spell your nanme for the record.
M5. ALLEN. J-u-l-i-a, capital A I|-l-e-n.
(Julia Allen sworn.)
REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: Wsat woul d
you like to tell the Conm ssion this evening?
M5. ALLEN. More or less, | want to make
just a statenent. I|I'mnot trying to offend
anybody or any prograns that are out there that
are hel ping people. | believe the rate
I ncrease, nunber one, is too high. | think
that 1'ma graduate fromthe John Warren Brown
School of Social Wrk, so | consider nyself
m ddle class. |'ve also worked in -- for the

Community Action Agency in the Cty of St.
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Louis and the county, and |I've al so worked for
the Gty of St. Louis in the St. Louis Area
Agency, so I'mfamliar wth a |ot of prograns
that are out in the comunity.
However, what the -- the thing that |
believe is this: the one percent of the
popul ation, they don't have to worry about
utility bills. Those people who are bel ow or
at poverty level, our tax dollars pay for those
along wwth the Aneren. However, the mddle
cl ass, we are getting the brunt of everything.
Every rate increase, it doesn't matter if it is
for food, nedicine, housing. W are being
burdened with all of these increases. And |like
| said, | consider nyself mddle class.
However, a 17 dollar increase is just too nuch.
|'ve testified at these hearings before
where Anmeren and -- it was Lacl ede Gas when |
was testifying, they asked for rate increases.
| know that, you know, they need -- probably
need a rate increase just because of the cost
of -- cost of doing business, and plus with
Covid, Covid has nmade everything so nmuch
hi gher. However, | just think 7 to $17 is too

much, or what was it, 15, point, sonething
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percent. You mght as well say its 16 percent.

| realize even testifying then, that the Public
Servi ce Conm ssion | ooked at it, but they did
give themthe total amobunt of the raises they
asked for. They gave thema |ower anount. And
"' mjust asking you guys, when you're doing

t hese kind of things, nmaking these kinds of
deci si ons, please think about the m ddl e cl ass.
There are no prograns out there to help the

m ddl e cl ass.

W qualify a dollar, two dollars, $15
dol l ars, a $100 and over. The only program
that I know that will help a person like ne is
the Metropolitian Sewer District because of
their income levels. And, like | said, there
are no prograns out there for mddle incone
people. And we're being hit just as hard as
t hose people who are bel ow the poverty |evel,
so we have to nake a choice as to whether, you
know, I'mgoing to feed ny kids, I'mgoing to
buy nedi ci ne.

And 1'Ill give you an exanple, this year,
"' mon Medicare, okay. And it seened every
year |'ve been working in fact, you get a raise

and guess what's the first thing that goes up?
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It's your healthcare insurance. Even as a
wor ki ng people. But |I'mjust saying, with the
utility conpanies, | understand you all have to
do business. The rate is, you know, the cost
of doing business. 17 percent is just too
much, thank you.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: Thank you
very much for your comrents. Sheila Steed.

Ms. Steed, would you state your spell and your
nanme for the record?

M5. STEED: Sheila Steed, S-h-e-i-Il-a,
S-t-e-e-d as in David.

(Sheila Steed sworn.)

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: kay, go
ahead.

M5. STEED: Ckay, this is the first tine
for me to cone to one of these neetings. | am
glad I came. | will reiterate I'ma senior on
a fixed incone. | retired in 2019. And
everything seened to been doi ng okay. To defer
cost, one of ny cousins lived with nme in order
for us, because we're both senior citizens, and
that will help with the cost of us living. |
own the hone, and the thing is that wwth this
I ncrease that's putting an extra burden. |[|'ve
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al ready had an increase with Ameren -- wth,

|"msorry, Spire. In Cctober, it went up $30.
And | understand increases but | don't
understand a hop, skip and a junp. That's what
it felt like that | had to start paying. And |
try to do sone of ny part -- |I'ma senior
citizen, so | don't do where | subsidize ny
utilities, okay? |If | get up at 3:00 o'clock
in the norning, | want to nake sure | can use
my conputer when | want to, okay, so doing that
Is not sufficient for me. | want to be able to
use ny utilities when | want to. The Medicare
IS going up as everybody has said, and then
when they enacted that $2,000 Iimt, then the
nmedi ci ne started costing nore. So, it's like a
yi ng and yang, okay? And everything el se has
been going up, and | do have to admt the only
utility that has helped is Metropolitian Sewer.
They have a programjust for disability people
and for senior citizens, okay?

And it does hel p because they -- for
seniors, | believe, they cut their bill in half
for them And then think about it. [If | get
sick, the older | get, the nore apt |'m going

to get sick, those trips to the hospital.
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There are nedical bills. There are nore drugs.
Then think about it, ne being a honeowner,
things -- that house, | have been in that house
since 1981. O course things are going to
start breaking. The house was built in 1920.
So, even the nortar wants to | eave, okay.

So, you have to consider -- we have to pay
those costs as well, you know. And if they in
sone way Aneren can feel that they can create a
plan that is for senior citizens, because |ike
you all know, we're on a fixed incone. W
don't get raises |like everyone el se, okay. W
get a raise and then Medicare says, no, bring
t hat over here to us, okay?

So, ny thing is that | understand you guys
have to have an increase, and |'ll go al ong
with that, but to junp like Spire did, where
they junmped ny bill to 30 nore dollars, that's
alot. And | do budget. And |I'm paying over
one hundred dollars on budget with Aneren, you
know. So, it would benefit us if the increase
wasn't as high. | go along with everybody
having to get their part of pie. | just want a
third of that pie, okay. It would actually be

athird of that slice if that could be
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arranged, thank you.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: Thank you for
your comments, Ms. Steed. Ben Martin.
M. Mrtin, if you could state and spell your
name for the record?

MR. MARTIN: Ben Martin, B-e-n,
Ma-r-t-i-n.

(Ben Martin sworn.)

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: And what
woul d you like to tell the Conm ssion today?

MR MARTIN. M nane is Ben Martin. |'ma
public school high school science teacher here.
And this rate increase -- |I'mgoing to urge you
not to let it happen at all. |It's going to
affect us all. Not just in our electrical
bills, but at the grocery store, too, because
the grocery is going to charge nore for their
el ectricity, and they're going to pass that
down to us consunmers. So, this is a rate that
will increase everything that | buy. I'ma
father of two trying to raise a famly on a
teacher's salary, and as sone people had said,
this is going to hurt the mddle class. Any
rate increase is going to hurt the mddle

cl ass.
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They had a rate increase just a couple
years ago. So, we're going to be here two
years from now and asking for another rate
I ncrease? What did they do with the noney we
gave themlast tinme? So, please, don't allow
any nore rate increase. During the question
and answer session, as a science teacher, |
live near Labadie. And | asked them is any of
this noney going to help protect the
environnent of what's being polluted out in
Labadi e, because it's been recorded in
newspapers that the Labadie Power Plant is the
third worst polluter of coal power plants in
our country. And they're saying that in
none -- none of the noney is going to help put
a scrubber on top of that plant so that ny kids
don't have to breathe in that air. They also
said that none of that noney is going to renove
the coal ash ponds that sits in Labadie that
sits on top of ny water table.

So, they're asking for a |large sum of
nmoney but they're doing nothing with it. And
then the last cornment | have to make is that,
you know, a | ot of people in the question and

answer period tal ked about the conpensation
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that their executives make, and Aneren answered

back that, |ook, they really don't nake that
much because it's all being conpensated by
sharehol ders. But if we pass this rate

I ncrease, their shares wll increase,
therefore, those people who have shares they
wi Il have nore incone. So, yes, so those
executives are being conpensated by stock are
going to see a |l ot nore noney because of this
rate increase because their stock value is
going to go up. So, it's a sly way to say what
Ameren tried to pull there, that they're not
going to make nore noney off of this. So,

pl ease don't let this happen. You are going to
affect mddle class famlies. | urge you to
not let any rate increase happen. Thank you.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: Thank you for
your comrents, M. Martin. Jenn DeRose.

MR. MARTIN.  Thank you. Hi, it's ne,
again, Jenn DeRose, J-e-n-n, D-e-Ro-s-e. |
prom se | have different things to say than |
sai d this norning.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: Ckay, that's
fine. | amgoing to ask you to keep it brief

so ot hers can speak, though.
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M5. DERCSE: Absolutely, that's the main rage s

reason for why we're all here.
(Jenn DeRose sworn.)

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: Go ahead.

M5. DEROSE: The first thing I would |ike
to say is | hope that the turn out tonight
denonstrates the need for these sorts of
hearings in the Gty of St. Louis, ideally
accessi ble by public transportation. | think
the turnout here was incredible, especially
conpared to the hearing | went to earlier in
St. Charles, so | just thank you for allow ng
that hearing to happen. | think it's
I mportant. Let's have nore of them So, we're
not here all night.

So, ny main concern is this wll
di sproportionately inpact poor people who are
al ready struggling with extrenely hi gh energy
burden, and a | ot of people have already tal ked
about that, so I'll skip it. But the gentlenman
before nme who I have not net has tal ked about
Labadie, and I amgoing to tal k about Labadi e,
because the reason | bring it up is the
externalities -- the negative externalities

that Ameren creates through its coal use of the
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second deadliest coal plant in the country has
heal th i npacts that cost nobney to consuners.
St. Louis has terrible ozone quality. It has
terrible air quality. St. Louis County has
terrible air quality. St. Charles County has
terrible air quality. That has financi al
consequences for househol ds.

So that -- that is not sonething that
you' ve considered in the past, and | understand
there is certain limts to what you can do, but
| woul d encourage in the future, | would | ove
to see, public health being considered by the
Comm ssion when it cones to these rate
I ncreases and also with prior ones. Labadie
has had the distinction of being the second
hi ghest CO2 emtter in the country for four
years in arow. There were a |ot of articles
about it a few nonths ago. And during the
sumer heat wave of 2023, Barnes-Jew sh saw an
I ncrease from 210 to 240 daily patients to 230
to 270 daily patients. And with climte
change, this is just going to get worse and
wor se and worse and worse. There are public
health costs to allow ng Aneren to nake nobney

off of us with public coal or with coal.
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They shoul d be betting on renewabl e

resources so custoners don't have to shell out
for fuel costs and then pay for asthma
treatnment, but that's not what's been
happeni ng -- happeni ng so far.

And, again, | spoke a lot earlier today,
so | will spare you but | do thank you for
being here. |It's really noving that you showed
up this norning and are here again today. |
appreciate it, and | hope you'll consider those
who are nost in need of assistance, and | hope
you give them grace because we're dying out
here, all right? Thank you very mnuch.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: Thank you,

Ms. DeRose. Mahala Pittman. And woul d you
state and spell your nanme for the record?

M5. PITTMAN. Sure, ny nane is Mahal a
Pittman, Ma-h-a-1-a, P-i-t-t-ma-n.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: |'msorry |
m spronounced your nane.

M5. PITTMAN. That's all right I'"mused to

(Mahala Pittman sworn.)
REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: Pl ease go

ahead.
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M5. PITTMAN. Hi, ny nane is Mahala, and |
amthe regional field organizer for the Sierra
Club. | amgrateful for the opportunity to
speak at today's public hearing and would |ike
to thank the PSC for hol di ng public hearings
whi ch are necessary for the communities that
you serve. | work for the Sierra Cub, but I
am here as an individual to tell you about the
powerful opportunity | had to create a deep
canvassi ng canpai gn speaking to i npacted
communi ty menbers in energy burdened
nei ghbor hoods.

So, in grass roots organizing, deep
canvassing is a powerful tactic. W are going
door to door. W are on the ground speaking to
people in marginalized comunities. So, we use
a script centered around a O to 10 questi on,
and in our script, the question is on a scale
of O to 10, O being powerl ess, how nuch power
do you feel you have as an individual to have a
say on the decisions that Ameren nakes that
I mpact your conmmunities?

So, in sixth nonths of canvassing, June
t hrough Novenber, we saw an average pre-rating

of 2 to 3. So, what does that tell us? That
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tells us that people who are experiencing high
| evel s of energy burden feel conpletely
power | ess agai nst nonopoly utilities.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: Is that to 2
to 3 percent of those --

M5. PITTMAN. No, the pre-rating fromO to
10 is a 2to 3. So, 0O being powerless |ike --
that pre-rating is --

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: (Ckay, so this
I s based upon your polling between 1 and 10,
this is --

M5. PITTMAN:.  Uh- huh.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: kay, thank
you.

M5. PITTMAN. Yeah, the average was -- it
was |i ke cane out a 2.33 sonething. 2 to 3.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: Thank you. |
was trying to foll ow the nunber.

M5. PITTMAN. Yeah, absolutely. So, after
speaking wth so many peopl e experiencing
energy burden, | can tell you that what |I'm
hearing fromthe public is that the little
power do they feel, conmes fromwthin their
sphere of control, which neans taking

unrealistic neans to keep their energy down. |
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heard many, many stories in ny tinme on the
doors, such as peopl e abandoni ng their HVAC
systens in heat waves, unpluggi ng naj or
appl i ances such as refrigerators and hopi ng
that it does not conprise their household' s
food supply overnight, buying battery powered
pushlights and putting themall over their
honmes so they do not have to turn their lights
on at nighttinme. 1In cold nonths, |eaving the
oven open and on or to resort to space heaters,
whi ch we know are fire hazards.

Rai sing energy rates would only increase
t he dangerous lengths St. Louis famlies have
to resort to in order to keep the lights on.
Houses in St. Louis are around 100 years old on
average, and | andlords have m nimal incentives
to inprove the energy inefficient of their
bui | dings as they are not the ones who pay the
energy bills.

Tenants are not able to nake many
I nprovenents to weatherize their units, and
that | eaves renters with very little ability to
manage their energy consunption. Energy
burdened famlies resort to drastic nmeasures,

i ncl udi ng not using air conditioning in high
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heat, which can be deadly. These famlies

shoul d not be sacrificed for sharehol der
profits.

Ener gy burdened conmunities are suffering.
Arise in rates, especially ahead of the heat
waves we have cone to expect in July and August
wi Il be detrinental and even dangerous for
residents. Please do not allow Aneren to raise
rates on vul nerabl e popul ati ons. Thank you.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: Thank you for
your comments. Kathryn Pedia. Kathryn Pedi a.
El yse Schaeffer. And, Ms. Schaeffer, would you
state and spell your nane for the record?

M5. SCHAEFFER: El yse Schaeffer.

E-1-y-s-e, last nane, Schaeffer,
S-c-h-a-e-f-f-e-r.
(El yse Schaeffer sworn.)

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: Go ahead.

M5. SCHAEFFER  Thank you so nmuch for
being wwth us in person tonight, comm ssioners.
My nane is Elyse Schaeffer, and | amtestifying
on behalf of Mssouri Coalition for the
Envi ronnment this evening. | have already
submtted witten testinony electronically, so

you have access to the sources | nmke in
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statenents today, the sources | reference in
statenents |'m nmaking. M ssouri Coalition for
the Environnent is a nonprofit, nonpartisan
advocacy organi zati on that seeks to i npower
M ssourians to protect their environnent and
their health.

Aneren' s proposed rate increase nust not
be granted by the conpany who continues to
poi son our air, water and well being. Instead
of investing clean, reliable, cost effective
renewal energy, Aneren continues to operate
harnful coal plants and build expensive,
unreliabl e nmethane or natural gas plants, both
detrinment to the environnent and health of all
M ssourians. Aneren should not be allowed to
charge a single dollar nore fromrate payers
until their one billion dollar annual revenue
has been used to create a power grid that emts
zero green house gases. Aneren executives
shoul d not be allowed to continue to profit
fromharmng our citizens, our air and our
wat er .

Sol ar power, wi nd power and, inportantly
and unnentioned as of yet tonight, utility

scal e battery storage units would allow the
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conpany to provi de cheaper energy w thout
harm ng M ssourians health. For these reasons,
| urge the Public Service Conm ssion to vote no
on this rate increase. Nowis the tine to
aggressi vely pursue renewabl e energy
infrastructure. Solar and w nd are anong the
cheapest and nost reliable energy sources on
the market today. Moreover, solar panel has
shown a reliable decrease in cost for both
utilities and for rate payers.

These costs could be further |lowered if
Ameren incorporates battery storage into if
their grid, and if the conpany applied for the
US Departnent of Energy's Energy Infrastructure
Rei nvest nent Program Aneren is | eaving
mllions of dollars fromthe federal governnent
on the table while asking everyday M ssouri ans
to pay for a necessary utility. 1Is it not as
i f rate payers are hesitant about renewal
energy either. 98 custoners expressed interest
I n phase 2 of Aneren's current Renewabl e
Sol utions Program though the conpany only
subscri bed eight custonmers with that service.

MCE feels strongly that expandi ng cost

savi ng renewabl e energy infrastructure while
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maxi m zing public dollars should be a

prerequisite for Aneren to increase costs for
consuners, and yet Aneren's nost recently
approved infrastructure project was a net hane
gas plant or a natural gas plant as the conpany
refers toit. Methane gas is a finite resource
and a fossil fuel and has extrenely volatile
pricing, is unreliable to point of being deadly
in extrene cold, and its em ssion trap over 82
and a half tinmes nore heat than carbon di oxi de.

Meanwhi | e, the conpany al so continues to
operate the Labadie Coal Plant, ny coll eagues
at the Sierra Cub have al ready nentioned how
harnful this is, and how it continues to warm
the planet and harmour health. Last year was
the hottest year on record in human history.

It was cl osely beat out by the last hottest
year on record, 2023.

In ny lifetinme, the City of St. Louis wll
be experiencing over 50 days per summer that
are over 100 degrees. And at |east one day
t hat reaches 125 degrees. You may not know
that heat is already the deadliest weather
event in the country. Increasing tenperatures

will make this worse. It is your
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responsibility as nenbers of the PSC to ensure

that M ssourians receive safe utilities. This
iIs clear fromthe first sentence in your

m ssion statenment. Unless the PSC takes action
now to require nore responsible energy
production from Ameren, nore people wll die.
This is not an exaggeration. Heat deaths are
predicted to rise by 370 percent in just the
next 25 years.

Rat e payers should not be asked to pay a
prem um for Ameren to harm our health and the
environment in which we |live, work and
recreate. Qhers have already covered
conpr ehensi vely hi gh executive conpensation
t hat nust be addressed. And, in concl usion,

M ssouri Coalition for the Environnment
respectfully urges the PSCto vote no on this
rate increase in order to hold Aneren
accountable to their rate payers by only
allowm ng an increase in rates if there is an
investnent in a nore secure energy future.
Thank you for your tine. |'m happy to answer
any foll owp questions you have.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: Thank you for

your comments, Ms. Schaeffer. M chael Berg.
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MR. BERG My nane is M chael Berg,
Mi-c-h-a-e-I, B-e-r-g. | live in St. Louis.
"Il keep nmy comments brief. | do not think
Amreren -- oh, | got to --

(M chael Berg sworn.)

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: (Go ahead.

MR. BERG Yes, | do not believe Aneren
deserves anywhere close to the |evel of profit
they're asking for fromtheir investnents,
because |'m | ooking at the situation, |ooking
at this massive fines, 61 mllion dollars for
Rush Island. The refusal for years and years
to put nodern pollution controls on the Labadie
plants that issued the toxics in St. Charles.
We should have it so that there's sone sort of
cost on the executives and the sharehol ders and
not put the burden on -- so nmuch of the burden
on the rate payers. So, | do not deserve (sic)
this level of rate increases is deserved.
That's al | .

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: Thank you for
your comments, M. Berg. Ben Mlina. M.
Mol i na, would you state and spell your nane for
the record?

MR MOLINA: Yes, Ben Mdlina, B-e-n,
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Mo-1-i-n-a.
(Ben Molina sworn.)

MR MOLINA: Good evening, ny nanme is Ben
Molina, and | amchair of H spanic Leaders
Group. W are an advocacy and civic
organi zati on advocating for the Latino
community here in the St. Louis region.

When the news of this proposed rate
i ncrease cane out, nmany in the H spanic and
Lati no conmunities shared their concerns, not
just for thenselves but for their famlies an
al so for their neighbors and the peopl e they
serve. This is the primary reason |'m here
t oday, because that comunity is not likely to
cone out to these type of hearings. However,
these higher electricity bills would have a
heavi er burden for famlies who are al ready
struggling to make ends neet, and while I'm
here to speak on behalf of the Hi spanic
community, | know this issue affects all
communities in our region because the rising
cost of living is sonething everybody is
feeling right now.

For many Latino and H spanic famlies

paying for electricity takes up a bigger share
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of their incone conpared to other groups. A
rate increase like this would only nmake it
harder for famlies who are stretched thin. On
top of that, our community is especially

vul nerabl e during extrene weat her. Like what
we' ve seen here in the |last couple of weeks.
Wnters in St. Louis are brutal and so are
suner s.

In those situations, having reliable
electricity for heating and cooling isn't just
a convenience, it's a necessity for staying
safe. Famlies are already having to choose
bet ween keeping their hones safe or for paying
for other essentials |like food or nedical.
Increasing rates will only make this worse.

Earlier, | asked about | anguage access
because there's also the issue of |anguage
barriers. Many of the prograns that are
supposed to help famlies with energy costs are
not accessible to those who don't speak English
fluently, and often these are the fol ks that
need the nost. So wi thout information and
support in their | anguage, these prograns have
alimted ability to help because fol ks can't

access them putting themfurther into the hole
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when the rates increase.

We understand that that Ameren is making
I nvestments in infrastructure and renewabl e
ener gy, but those inprovenents shouldn't cone
at the cost of the nost vul nerabl e nenbers of
our comunity. So, | urge Aneren to find other
ways to address this issue, solutions that
don't put an even heavi er burden on those who
can't afford it. Thank you.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: Thank you,
M. Mlina. | apologize if | butcher your
name. Ryan Schallert. And, again, | apol ogize
if | butchered your nane.

MR, SCHALLERT: Hi, I'm Ryan Schallert,
St. Louis city resident.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: Wbul d you
spell your nane for the record, please?

MR. SCHALLERT: Yeah, S-c-h-a-l-l-e-r-t.

(Ryan Schallert sworn.)

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: kay, go
ri ght ahead.

MR, SCHALLERT: Ckay, thank you for the
opportunity to speak. As | said, ny nane is
Ryan Schal lert. Everyone testifying here

t oday, obviously, opposes this rate increase
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and have already made great points, so |I'll try

to keep this short and sweet. | understand
both Anmeren's operating costs and
I nfrastructure investnents have been
increasing. Inflation has both affected
busi nesses and i ndividuals alike. The
Consuners Council of M ssouri reported over the
past three years Aneren's residential custoners
have experienced significant increases in their
bills, outpacing both national inflation and
| ocal wages in the sane period. Additionally,
the Staff, the Comm ssion Staff, who has
conduct ed studi es and research regarding the
I ssue has recommended 10 percent | ower increase
than the figure that Aneren has presented, so
t hank you for your efforts to regulate and keep
rate increases in check to protect M ssouri
citizens and just want to encourage you to
thi nk carefully about testinony that you hear
today and the data that has been presented.
Thank you.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: Thank you for
your comments. Rajiv Ravulapti. Sorry.

MR. RAVULAPATI : Thank you.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: |If you woul d
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state and spell your nanme for the record.

MR. RAVULAPATI: Yeah, ny nane is Rajiv
Ravul apati. M first nane is spelled
R-a-j-i-v. Ravulapati is spelled
R-a-v-u-l-a-p-a-t-i.

(Rajiv Ravul apti sworn.)

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: Go right
ahead.

MR. RAVULAPATI: |'m speaking today as a
private citizen. | live here in the Cty of
St. Louis right over here in the HII. | wll
keep ny points -- | echo the simlar coments.
My comments in general is to not approve this
rate increase, but the harsh reality is, a rate
I ncrease is going to happen. How nuch is --
how much of it is going to happen, | don't
know, but we as consuners are going to have to
swallowit. And every two years, we swall ow
nore and nore and nore. And there was a | ot of
questions earlier directed at the utility. |
have a couple of comments and questions really
nore so focused at the Comm ssion and its
staff.

Your m ssion statenment says you want to

provide reliable utility service that is just,
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reasonabl e and affordable. Do any of us in

this roomfeel like the Anrerican life is

af f ordabl e anynore? These rates -- |I'm| ucky.
| make a six figure salary and | can afford
these kind of things. And | do believe we
shoul d have service upgrades and infrastructure
upgrades when they are warranted. But if this
rate increase i s going to happen, there are
options for as a consuner that we can try and
do to offset sone of those costs. W can do
demand- si de managenent sol utions, have
energency efficiency nmeasures.

And | will actually give credit to the
utility where they actually wanted to keep --
there was a filing on -- the MEEIA filing on
M ssouri Energy Efficiency Investnent Act to
keep our state-run utility energy efficiency
prograns. Aneren actually wanted to keep them
but the Comm ssion voted to renove them so
there is not going to be utility incentive
prograns for us residential consuners for both
comercial or residential. Just lowincone
el igible through 2025. So, our options to even
make our hone energy efficiency to offset these

I ncrease rates, they're elim nated.
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REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: And | hate to rae st
interject here. |'mnot sure you're correct on
that. | did not oversee the Ameren MEEI A case.

MR, RAVULAPATI: |'mjust going one of the
I ntervenors, what they have provided the
context for nme. Two, |I'd be curious just to
| earn nore detail, nore transparency, on how
exhaustive the PSC put the investor-owned
utilities to showase how exhaustive your
process is to ensure you' ve gone through every
option possible to not warrant a rate increase.
| know the utility has stated that they're
continuing to look at Inflation Reduction Act
opportunities, but we have a new president in
pl ace. Two days ago, one of his first
executive orders was to halt any further
di sbursenent fromthe Inflation Reduction Act,
as well as the bipartisan Infrastructure Act
for the next 90 days, both pendi ng awards as
wel | as currently funded contracted projects.
And those effect both utilities, policy nmakers,
conmuni ty- based organi zati ons were seeking that
noney. It's a delay tactic, but, also, | think
there's going to be a concerted effort to cl aw

t hat noney back, which is concerning.
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So, that is generally ny three main points
that | wanted to hit. | know this rate
Increase is going to happen, but | do -- | do
urge the Comm ssion to think a bit about how
exhaustive you're going to put the utility
through in order to prove these kind of rate
I ncreases. But you're -- we're going to hit
wth -- we're going to be hit with a rate
increase; that's just the reality; but it's
hard to keep swallowing this every two years.
Thank you.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: Thank you
very much for your coments. Can you hold on
just a second, M. Ravulapati. One of the
attorneys has a question for you.

MR. PRI NGLE: Not necessarily a question,
just wanted to give the case nunber for the
comm ssion order on MEEIA for your own review

MR. RAVULAPATI: [|'ve got it.

MR. PRINGLE: You do have it. The
EO 2023- 03167

MR. RAVULAPATI: Yeah, thank you.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: Thank you
M. Pringle. Joan Hubbard. Ms. Hubbard woul d

you state and spell your nanme for the record?
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M5. HUBBARD:. Joan Hubbard, J-o0-a-n,

H u- b-b-a-r-d.
(Joan Hubbard sworn.)

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: Pl ease go
ahead.

M5. HUBBARD: |'m here tonight speaking on
behal f of the League of Wnen Voters, anong
wth three of ny nenbers. So, there are four
of us here tonight. W are -- the League
supports energy policies that reduce energy
growt h rates, enphasi zing energy conservation
and encourage the use of renewabl e resources.
The League al so supports rate-setting policies
for utilities with assistance for | owincone
i ndi vi dual s when energy policies bear unduly on
t he poor.

We appreciate the opportunity to cone in
at this public hearing on Areren's rate
i ncrease of roughly $17 per nonth for those
using 1,100 kilowatt hours of usage. Aneren
has recently had a series of rate increases.

In addition, Public Service Conm ssion has just
approved two fuel adjustnent clauses, both
ER- 2024- 0205 and EQ 2024-0277, and the

renewabl e energy standard rate increase
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mechani smresulting in additional costs for

residential custoners.

The accunul ation of additional rate
i ncreases Wi ll increase the energy burden for
peopl e who are already the nost vul nerable, the
| ow i ncone, fixed inconme and mnority
communities. Ameren profits have seen
I ncreased earnings that is reflected in their
i nfrastructure investnents and the new el ectric
service rates. The League woul d urge the PSC,
t he Public Service Conmm ssion, to consider the
I ncreased energy burden and help their | ower
I ncome custoners to control their costs. W
ask that you enbrace renewabl es and becone nore
efficient, and we ask that you review the
timng of projects to reduce the need for this
I ncrease. Thank you for your tine.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: Thank you.
Dana G ay.

M5. GRAY: Hello.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: And woul d you
state your spell and nane for the record?

M5. GRAY: Dana, D-a-n-a. Gay, Gr-a-y.

(Dana Gray sworn.)
M5. GRAY: |'mDana Gay, and | live here
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inthe Gty of St. Louis, and I amthe

communi ty devel opnent outreach coordi nator for
Tower Grove Community Devel opnent Cor poration.
We're an affordabl e housing provider in the
city. W provide real estate and other
services to the community to help stabilize the
area. | have submtted coments online through
the EFI S system They were coments that were
shared by our community nenbers' concerns about
the rate increase as proposed, and all of them
were sharing their concerns about how were they
going to nmeet their househol d budget, because
of nmobst conmunity nmenbers are between 50 to 80
percent of the area nedian incone, so they are
on very tight budgets.

And you all will be able to read those, so
" mnot going to recite what they have shared,
but | also wanted to also bring up what Ravij
had commented on about the MEEIA, and |I'm
wondering if the Comm ssion wll reconsider
supporting the utility's energy efficiency
prograns going forward if the federal
gover nnment does renege on the IRA and BIL
prograns that are supporting energy efficiency

I nprovenents. | hope you'll give that
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consi derati on.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: As |
I ndi cated earlier, the Comm ssion can't answer
guestions this evening.

M5. GRAY: Yes, sir, thank you.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: Thank you.
Bear with ne just a nmonent. Ms. Oxford.

M5. OXFORD: Thank you.

COMW SSI ONER COLEMAN:  Jeanette, your
handwiting is getting bad.

M5. OXFORD: Oh, I'msorry. Arthritis.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: | had a hard
time reading it. Conm ssioner Col enman hel ped
me. Thank you very much.

M5. OXFORD: | renenber that | was after
Dana so | boosted nysel f up.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK:  Wbul d you
state your nane for the record?

M5. OXFORD: It's Jeanette,
J-e-a-n-e-t-t-e, Mott, Mo-t-t, Oxford,
O x-f-0-r-d. Better known by the nicknane JMO
by about half the people in the room

(Jeanette Mott Oxford sworn.)

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: Ckay.

M5. OXFORD: Well, like many peopl e who
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have spoken before, I'"'malso a senior citizen

who receives Social Security, so | got ny
letter in Decenber telling nme | had a 2.5

i ncrease in ny Social Security check. | also
got a 4.5 percent increase, | believe, from
MOSERS for nmy state retirenent check as a
retired legislator. And | was very grateful
for that, but 2.5 percent or 4.5 percent, a
nearly 16 percent increase in ny electric bill,
that's just a whole | ot higher, and | think
it'"s really inportant that you all have cone
here tonight to play your essential role as
fol ks that evaluate what's a fair rate for an
I nvest or-owned nonopoly utility conpany to
char ge us.

So thank you very nmuch for com ng out and
hearing the public on this matter. |It's really
inportant that -- that we do have laws in
M ssouri that can help hold down the rates, as
M. Wods nentioned earlier, that we do better
t han sonme states, and | think that's because
you all have been playing an oversight role;
and the conpanies have to justify why they're
raising the rates so nuch. Because | do have

more than one source of retirenent incone, it's
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an inconvenience for nme if ny rates went up

this much, but it really is desperate for a | ot
of ot her people.

And 1'd like to share especially soneone
who coul dn't be here tonight, a 69-year-old
woman i n Soul ard, who has disability who is a
menber of ny church, a friend of our church,
who nakes | ess than $900 a nonth on SSI, and
she asked ne to tell you, her nane is Mary C.

O Connell, she asked nme to tell you she cannot
afford a 16 percent raise in her utility bills.

| often deliver donations to |Isaiah 58
Mnistries, a food pantry on South Grand. |
share resources wth Wnter Qutreach, Bl essings
In a Bag and Joi nt Nei ghborhood Mnistry to
hel p unhoused nei ghbors, and | know how often
high utility bills take a person fromthat
poi nt where they're just precarious about their
housi ng security to becom ng unhoused. O ten
finding | ow rent neans your utility bills are
going to be high, because |ow rent al nost
al ways neans no insul ati on, no weat her
stripping, no energy efficient furnace.

So, there are nmany, many peopl e who cannot

afford this kind of rate increase. How many?
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The Who Pays? Report fromthe Institute on

Taxation and Econom ¢ Policy says that one out
of five of Mssouri's non-elderly househol ds
has an annual earnings of |ess than $20, 900
annually with an annual -- an average for that
group of $12,100. So, there's just a lot of
folks that can't afford this.

You m ght say, well, Ameren doesn't serve
t he whole state, but the Ameren area has sone
of the highest poverty rate counties in this
state, and you can see that on the poverty
report published by the Mssouri Comunity
Action -- 1'd like to share this in witing,
you know, hand it in to you all to go onto the
record, because it cites the websites, and |
woul d appreciate being able to do that.

|'d also like to share a brief remark from
Reverend Deacon Barbara Click of the Trinity
Food Mnistry. She was ill, and had planned to
be here tonight and share this wth you, and
she asked that | share her comments that the
maj ority of people that share there at Trinity
are ideally called the working poor, neaning
that they work but wages are so | ow that they

remai n under the poverty rate. And many of our
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community nenbers live on fixed wages. Mny
people live in houses that are in need of
repairs. | personally know a great nany people
who suffer through high humdity and high
tenperatures with their air conditioning shut
of f, because they cannot afford the current
usage rate to increase that rate to above

15 percent woul d be even nore onerous.

Peopl e cone to the pantry for food,
because too often they nust nake a choice
bet ween food and rent or food and utilities. |
know ot hers who had their electricity cut off
for nonpaynent. Imagine themnowin this
deadly weather. [In 2023, the poverty rate in
St. Louis, Mssouri was 19.8 percent, eleven
and half tinmes higher than the State of
M ssouri, where on average, it's 12 percent.

No one likes price hikes, however, it's
not a matter of liking or disliking. That with
19.8 poverty rate here, it's a matter of being
able to mai ntain basic human needs that keep us
alive and striving. So, I'd also |like to share
Reverend Deacon Click's letter to go into your
record, if that's all right.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: Ckay, if you
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want to bring those up here, | would be happy
to.

M5. OXFORD. (Gkay, thank you.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: If you could
give themto Forrest there, he can bring them
up.

M5. OXFORD: Thank you very nuch.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: And |'m goi ng
to designate your first one with your nane at
the top as Conm ssion Exhibit 1 for the
pur poses of this hearing. And for the purposes
of this hearing, I'mgoing to submt your
letter fromReverend Cick as Exhibit 2, so
Comm ssion Exhibit 1 and 2 are part of this
| ocal public hearing record. And thank you for
your comments. Jack Johnson. M. Johnson,
woul d you state and spell your nanme for the
record?

MR. JOHNSON:  Yes, Jack Johnson. J-a-c-Kk.
Last nane, J-o0-h-n-s-o0-n.

(Jack Johnson sworn.)

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: Pl ease go
ahead.

MR, JOHNSON: Great, thank you. First

want thank you all for being here. Thank you
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for the work that you do. | do want to make
t hese statenents, not just on ny behalf. As a
personal person, | can actually afford, but |
work within the community, through ny
fraternity and through other nei ghborhood
organi zati ons and we work with people who
cannot afford this. One of the nain purposes
is that when we do go forth and try to help
people with their services, we try to | ook at
resol utions.

One of the points | do want to bring out
Is that Aneren is a top rated conpany, Fortune
500 conmpany, privately owned, in which, the two
gentl enmen kept stating, is not about the
sharehol ders. Yet, in their recommendati on,
the ROE i s speaki ng about the sharehol ders
wanting 9.7 percent. So, it's about the
shareholder. It is about capital. One of the
ot her statenents that | do want to go on record
Is stating that there really is no
justification for this rate hike. As others
have stated, in the last two to three years we
have had to increase -- they increased our rate
but there has not been any changes. There's no

justification. They did not send us anything
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about where they're going to use this rate hike
money to benefit us, you know, as utility
cust oners.

The third point | want to nake is, to go
on the record, as a business owner, | |ook
within ny business to change ny infrastructure
before | decide to raise ny rates. Has Aneren
UE done that? Especially, when you have a CEO
that gets nore than 9 mllion dollars. 2
mllion salary, where is the other 45 mllion
I n bonuses and things of that nature? How we
can start there before you start rate hiking?
Peopl e cannot afford this. So, also, for the
record, | want to state that one of the mgjor
changes with this rate hike is this we are in
the econony that is suffering at this point in
tinme. So, as a business, take that into
consi deration which are custoners as well as
the ones who are going to be future custoners,
you need to take that into consideration,
because not only as everyone el se has stated,
and I want to go on the record, when you raise
t hese hi kes, rate hike, you not only affect
that resident, you affect the businesses; you

af fect the econony; you affect their children;
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you affect businesses |ike ne.

So, | do inplore that the Conm ssion
really take into consideration is this a need?
|f there is not a need for this rate hike, it
shoul dn't happen. Thank you very nuch for your
tine.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: Thank you,
M. Johnson for your comments. Nick Mller.

MR MLLER Hello, Nick MIler, Ni-c-Kk,
Mi-l-I-e-r.

(Nick MIler sworn.)

MR MLLER A lot of people have already
said what all of us are thinking. Nobody wants
this rate increase. Nobody. | w sh you guys
coul d have been heard earlier because there
were tw ce as many people here, and | think
nost of themthought that they were giving you
guys information, so | just want to put on
record that there were a | ot nore people here
t hat thought they were talking to you guys.

So, nme personally, I work in the filmindustry.
| work in LA and New York, and | nmake LA and
New York rates, so | do well. M wfe works at
Merrill Lynch, we do good.

It's still hard for us. It's hard for
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everyone. Everyone right now is having
problens. W don't want you guys to increase
these rates. A |lot of people before were
tal ki ng about the CEO making 8 mllion, 9
mllion, whatever, and they justified it by
saying he's smart. Sonmebody el se nenti oned
that they're putting advertising at the Blue
ganes and things like that. How smart is it
that Anmeren is spending noney on adverti sing
when | have no choice? It's not |ike Coke and
Pepsi, | get to pick one. [It's only Aneren.
That's ny only choice. Wy are you spending
noney on advertising? That's just not very
smart. Maybe we need to spend | ess noney and
not do a rate increase. Thank you.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: Thank you.
El ysia Russel | .

M5. RUSSELL: Hello.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: And woul d you
state and spell your nane for the record?

M5. RUSSELL: Unh, yes. M nane is Elysia
Russell, E-l-y-s-i-a Ru-s-s-e-I-1.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: And what
woul d you like to tell the Comm ssion this

eveni ng?
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M5. RUSSELL: Yes. Good evening, ny nane
Is Elysia Russell, sustainability director for
the City of St. Louis. First, I'd like to
t hank the comm ssioners for your tine this
evening. It canme to ny attention that the St.
Louis City was not originally one of the
| ocations for an in-person hearing, so |
appreci ate the Comm ssion schedul i ng
flexibility as | know you all are very busy,
and as nuch are aware, the St. Louis region
makes a majority of Ameren custoner base and
will be inpacted by this proposed rate
I ncrease. So, the city residents nust have the
opportunity to participate in the full est
extent, and | appreciate everyone's conments
earlier.

While | understand that rate increases are
necessary fromtine to tine as cost of
operations increase and new technol ogy nmust be
I npl enented, increased electric rates can
I ncrease the energy burden of a househol d that
is already struggling to pay bills and mai ntain
confortabl e tenperatures inside. Over half of
St. Louis City househol ds are occupi ed by

renters, yet renters have the | east control
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over their energy burden. They're not in
charge of upgradi ng HVAC systens or conpleting
ot her buil di ng envel ope i nprovenents but
they're the ones paying the electric bill.

Wth nost of the city housing stock predate the
1940s, significant HVAC and weat heri zati on

I nprovenents nust be done overtine to insure
that buildings operate efficiently. High
energy bills have a cascading affect when we at
| ook at conpounding the affects of high energy
burden with other environnental i npacts,

such as extrene weather like we recently

experi enced.

QO her areas -- often areas wth high
energy burden, neaning they're paying nore than
ten percent of their annual incone just on
these energy bills, also have higher rates of
ast hma, hi gh urban heat tenperatures, nore heat
related illnesses and nore inequities that cost
soneone to choose between running their
air-conditioner if they have one or paying
their nedical bills. As soneone who grew up in
a househol d that experienced the struggle of
payi ng energy bills, | understand firsthand the

feeling and the lasting inpact these difficult
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choi ces have on famlies. For exanple, sone
residents may huddle all together in one room
with the window unit during the heat waves of
sumrer just to cool off or go to even nore
extrenme neasures that are very dangerous just
to prevent their electric bill from skyrocking.
In addition to financial stress, residents
may dread goi ng hone because school or work is
much nore tol erabl e than environnent.
Residents will be forced to make difficult
deci sions such as paying their electric bill or
buyi ng groceries for their famlies. The |ist
goes on and on, and the cascading effects are
detrinmental. This can |ead residents to becone
trapped in generational poverty, lead to
evi ctions and eventual ly becone unhoused.
Ameren has already asked for a rate increase in
the past two years. Asking for another
I ncrease i s excessive. The city of St. Louis
Is open to working with the PSC to identify
ways to renove barriers. To nake true
community solar and storage nore accessible in
our region, so it's no |onger a prem um service
for the wealthy.

Based on our regional transm ssion area,
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we are in a prine area to receive opti nal
sunlight to power hones and busi ness through
solar. W've seen great things Aneren has been
able to do in Mssouri regarding solar power,
we must do the sanme here in Mssouri. Reliable
energy neans renewal energy, so thank you for
your tine.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: Thank you for
your comments, Ms. Russell. Legal Services of
Eastern M ssouri .

M5. LEONARD: Hello, nmy nane is Abbie
Leonard, A-b-b-i-e, L-e-0-n-a-r-d.

(Abbi e Leonard sworn.)

M5. LEONARD: So, hello, ny nane is Abbie
Leonard. |'ma social worker at Legal Services
of Eastern Mssouri and a St. Louis City
resident. Legal Services of Eastern M ssouri,
LSEM is a nonprofit |egal aid organization
that has offered free |l egal services to | ow
I nconme M ssourians for over 60 years. W
advocate with and for clients that are nost
of ten unrepresented by nmany of the
infrastructure systens that are in place to
benefit us all.

As utility conpanies, such as Aneren, are
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trying to upgrade technol ogy and nove toward
nore sustai nabl e resources, consuners bear the
brunt of the cost while the conpany continues
to reap profits. Ameren has filed for a rate
increase with the PSC three tines in 38 nonths
including this case resulting in substanti al
upward adjustnents to electric rates for its
custoners |i ke others have spoken about.

The proposed rate increase perpetuates a
cycle in urban, rural and | ow i ncone
communities, as well as communities of color
di sproportionally pay for nost of the changes
to the infrastructure systens, while affl uent
communities benefit fromthese inprovenents.
Because of this disparity, the proposed rate
increase wll result in higher costs for |ow
I ncome M ssourians and increased environnental,
social and economc harmto clients that LSEM
serves.

We have seen no significant decrease in
the nunber of clients and perspective clients
struggling to afford utilities, despite
exhaustive efforts to connect themwth
avai |l abl e assi stance prograns. The stark

reality is that these prograns are failing to
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provi de neaningful relief. Since the last rate

I ncrease, LSEM has directly represented 1, 375
househol ds facing housing insecurity, while
nearly 5,500 additional callers, desperate for
heal th, could not be served. Nearly all of

t hese househol ds reported an inability to keep
up with their utility bills highlighting a
systematic failure. And this is just the tip
of the iceberg. dients across all of our
prograns grapple wth the sane unaffordable
burden underscoring the urgent need for Anmeren
to inplenent effective solutions, rather than
rel ying on i naccessi bl e assi stance prograns
that | eave thousands wi thout relief.

We insist that access to power is a
necessity, and that electricity is a
fundanmental human right. Denying the Aneren
rate increased request will sustain the health,
l'ivelihoods and futures of | ow incone
M ssourians and conmunities of color. LCEM
urges the Comm ssion to reject the request for
an electricity rate increase, thereby
encouragi ng i ncrease access to a resource such
as power. Thank you for |istening.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: Thank you,
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Ms. Leonard. Joe Burkitt. M. Burkitt, would
you state your nane for the record?

MR, BURKITT: Sure, Joe, J-o0-e, Burkitt,
B-u-r-k-i-t-t.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: |'m sorry,
how do you pronounce it, Burkitt?

MR BURKITT: Burkitt.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: Thank you.

(Joe Burkitt sworn.)

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: And what
woul d you like to tell the Comm ssion this
eveni ng?

MR, BURKITT:. First, thank you for the
opportunity to speak about Aneren M ssouri's
proposed rate hike. What I'd like to do is
propose alternates that do not burden the
wor king class famlies, and then address the
financial health and spending priorities of
Aneren as reflected in their recent financial
di scl oses. Aneren can bal ance its financi al
goals without raising rates by caping executive
bonuses and align conpensation with public
utility Mssouri to serve communities
af fordably, reallocating unnecessary

expenditures fromareas |like luxury fl eet
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vehicles to customer-focused I nvest nents.

Reeval uating capital projects to prioritize
essential infrastructure needs over |ess
critical expenses. A l|lot of people touched on
t hese nunbers, so |'mjust going to go over
them very quickly.

Ameren reported a net incone of
975, 000, 000 for 2004 (sic) continuing its trend
of strong financial performance. Let's see
what el se, their top executives earned
exor bi tant sal aries and bonuses. The CEO al one
made over 8 mllion, we've already tal ked about
t his.

Aneren prioritizes rewardi ng executives
and i nvestors while asking custoners to pay
nore for essential services, redirecting even a
portion of these funds to offset operational
costs would mtigate the need for rate
I ncreases. \Wiile Areren cites increased
I nstrastructure investnents as the reason for
their earnings growth, their spending choices
rai se concerns. | don't know if anybody has
seen down at the Ameren headquarters, the
security vehicles, they are Ford Mustangs EVS.

While | understand that that may align with
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sustainability goals, that's far from
necessary. They're nmuch nore affordable EVS
cars out there. Ford Miustangs for security,
that's ridiculous, right?

Their operating expenses al one incl uded
525 mllion for other operations and
mai nt enance, | say that in quotes, in B 2024
al one. That could be scrutinized for savings.
Ameren increased its capital expenditures by
over 450 mllion year over year and area ripe
for careful review to cut not critical
projects. Aneren clains to focus on
affordability while increasing dividends and
expandi ng capital projects that benefit
sharehol ders nore than rate payers. These
contradi ctions highlight an opportunity to find
efficiencies and savings w thout relying on
i ncreased rates that disproportionally affect
wor king famlies.

| also | earned sone new i nformation about
the Public Service Comm ssion tonight that
makes nme wonder who you are working for? |
know you can't answer questions, but just
sonething to think about. You only want to cut

40 mllion of the 400 and what, 460 mllion?
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How out of touch are you with howit is to work

and live in the real world? | urge the Public
Service Conmi ssion to carefully review Aneren
financial practices and consider alternative
solutions that do not place undue financi al
burdens on M ssouri residents. Thank you for
your tine.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: Thank you for
your comments. Joe Bonzillo. |s there any Joe
whose | ast nanme begins with a B? |'msorry.
Yes.

MR. BURKITT: Sorry --

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: |1'm having a
hard tine readi ng your nane, what's your nane,
sir?

MR. PONZI LLO  Joe Ponzillo,
P-0-n-z-i-1-1-0. Sorry about the handwiting,
fell out a w ndow.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: Spell that
one nore tinme please.

MR, PONZILLO P, like Paul, O Iike
Gscar, N, |ike Nancy, Z, like Zebra, i-1-1-o0.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: Ckay. Agai n,
| apol ogi ze.

(Joe Ponzillo sworn.)
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MR, PONZI LLO  Tonight after leaving this
meeting, | wll be going to a shelter,
specifically the Ferguson Warm ng Shelter in
St. Stephen Church. | do that on top of ny
9:00 to 5:00 job during the winter. |[|'ve been
doing simlar work with a variety of groups for
about five years now, including groups |ike
Wnter Qutreach St. Louis, Pot Bangers, A Red
Crcle. Specifically, with respect to one of
my col |l eagues in the audience, he'll be
testifying later, his nane is Chris, we worked
on a utility assistance program | did it as a
volunteer. Wen | did that, | encountered
I ndi vi dual s who were at risk of becom ng
unhoused as a result of burdensone utility
paynents, sonme nunbering in thousands. The
funds were insufficient in sone cases, and | do
not know t he out cone of what happened.

In ny experience of having done unhoused
outreach, |I've encountered individuals who
lived in warehouses that have been infested
wth rats. |f you want pictures, | amnore
than willing to show themto you. Later on,
those individuals in those sane warehouses in

singl e degree weat her had to choose between
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staying in a warehouse where the only source of

heat was an oil drumwth the -- fueled by the
remmants of a pallet that | broke with | had in
my car or being separated fromtheir service
dog and possibly either having their service
dog die or having themall die due to

i nsufficient heating.

When | spoke earlier, | was talking with
sonebody who had previously justified Ameren's
executive receiving 9 mllion dollars per year.
| think that the sheer lack of priorities is
al most crimnal in terns of justifying such
outrageous salaries while there are individuals
who are paying their utilities to a conpany
while they're at a risk to becone honel ess.
Wiile |I've done this type of work, |'ve seen
people die. 1've seen people die due to
exposure.

When the tenporary honel ess encanpnent
that was just north of the Edward Jones Done, |
forget the nanme of the building but it has the
gi ant Vess bottle out front, it's by 170. Wen
t hat one was shut down in 2021, the next
nmorning | found an individual who went by the

nanme "Big Dog", | didn't know his actual nane,
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peopl e don't share themthat nuch, dead about
600 feet fromthe Aneristar Casino in --
bet ween the vista of abandoned buil di ngs. One
of them-- | believe actually two of them had
burned down but that was after finding his
body. | do not have faith that the Comm ssion
Wi Il protect the interests of the people of the
city and of the state and of -- if famlies do
not go unhoused, especially in weather |ike
this, and, frankly, | have lost faith in the
Anerican political and econom c system
entirely.

| f you have any questions, feel free but
|"mgoing to head out and go to said shelter at
St. Stephens in Ferguson and do an overni ght
there and then tonorrow, | will wake up and do
an ei ght hour workday. So have a good ni ght.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: Thank you
very much for your coments. Brina and Allen
Lyles. Are the Lyles here? Chris Sudw ck.

MR SUDLICK: Hi, that's Christopher
Sudlick. Ch-r-i-s-t-o0-p-h-e-r, Su-d-I-i-c-k.

(Christopher Sudlick sworn.)
REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: Go ahead.
MR SUDLICK: So, earlier tonight, Aneren
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cane in and they told a story. They told them
a story about them being a corporation.

They're just doing their |evel best to provide
us reliable electricity at the | owest rates
possible. But that's not the only story they
tell, and everybody here believed it and
responded to that story in their comments.
There's -- the other story they tell, however,
iIs to their shareholders. And | have in ny
hand, the sharehol ders report from 2023, the

| atest up on their website, and it doesn't tell
the story of a conpany that is struggling or
that's just barely doing what's necessary to
keep rates down and to keep delivering reliable
power .

What they say instead is from 2013 to 2023
their core earnings per diluted share went from
$2.08 apiece to $4.41, a 121 percent increase.
They al so say from 2013 to 2023, the dividends
per share went from $1.60 to $2.52, nost of
that since 2021 in the past three years. A
massi ve and accel erating increase of
58 percent. And then fromthis final draft
fromthe second page of the sharehol der's

report, they have listed the total sharehol der
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return, and to be helpful, they've listed it

right next to the S&P 500 total sharehol der
return over that sane period, from2013 to
2023. The S&P 500, the free market capitalism
had a return of 135 percent.

Aneren, a public utility and a nonopoly,
that should be regulated to prevent any such
massi ve gains off of the public, had a return
of 173 percent. Alnbst 40 percent higher than
S&P 500.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: And |
apol ogi ze, would you say what the S&P nunber
was agai n.

MR SUDLI CK: 135 percent.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: Thank you.

MR SUDLICK: So, what this shows us is a
corporation nmaki ng massive profits and nassive
returns and then turning around and lying to
the people of the city and telling themthey
are doing their best to deliver affordable
power, when what they're doing instead is doing
their best to deliver enornous returns to
al ready incredibly rich people. W've heard
testinony tonight from poor and struggling

people. Today, the Post Dispatch had an
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article that 171,000 people in the St. Louis
area are behind on their rates, are at risk of
having their power shut off. Wat we're
tal king about with this rate increase i s nass
social murder, is the execution and the
crimnal attack on the working people of this
city, onthe retired, on the seniors, on the
el ders and disabled in order to give greedy
parasites and cannibals unlimted free noney,
so they can feed off the hard working people of
this state.

| inplore you to not approve this rate
I ncrease, but | know you're going to anyways,
so what | want to do is inplore everybody el se
inthis roomto start attending events. Go to
the DSA;, go to the PSL; go to the Sunrise
Movenent. Organi ze against these corrupt and
absol utely unsaveabl e person who are going to
screw and kill nore of our neighbors and nore
of the citizens of this state for the profits
of people like him And sone of them That's
all 1 have to say.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: That 171, 000
nunber, you said that was in today's Post

Di spatch; is that correct?
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MR SUDLICK: |t mght have been
yesterday. | saw the article today.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: But it was in
the last two day?

MR. SUDLI CK:  Yes.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE SEYER: Ckay. Thank
you, M. Sudlick for you coments --

MR SUDLICK: Wuld you like the sheets?

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: 1'd love
them Wuld you |ike to nake these a hearing
exhibit? There's five pages. |'mgoing to put
together as a single exhibit for purposes of
this -- this will be Comm ssion Exhibit 3 and
will be attached to the transcript. Garrett
Finazzo. | apologize if I'"'mmstaking an R for
an N or vice versa.

MR. FINAZZO. Garrett Finazzo.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: Thank you,
M. Finazzo. And would you spell your name for
the record?

MR FINAZZO Ga-r-r-e-t-t,
F-i-n-a-z-z-o.

(Garrett Finazzo sworn.)

MR FI NAZZO  Li ke many ot her people, |

want to thank you all for being here for these
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required Nevada Registration #116F. LEXITAS




© 00 N oo o b~ w N Pk

N N NN NN R R R R R R R R R
g A W N P O © W N O O M W N B O

Transcript of Proceedings

January 22, 2025

hearings. | know that you guys at the Public
Servi ce Conm ssion genuinely do care what
peopl e think, and how these rate increases
affect regular folks. | know that because of
your actions in 2023, Aneren was seeking a 30
-- | think a 13 percent rate hike. You guys
listened to people and only canme back with
6 percent. That was fantastic. | also know
fromthe actions of our state | egislature and
governors, past and present, that our state
governnment cares a | ot nore about the welfare
of busi nesses than regul ar people. And as sone
of the people here who have testified already,
this is going to affect a ot of small business
owners. 15 percent increase hits thema | ot
harder then it hits a lot of us, because their
costs, their energy costs, are a | ot higher.
amnot a small business owner |ike Jack Johnson
was.

| am an organi zer for Metropolitan
Congregations United. W represent nore than
30 congregations around the greater St. Louis
area, and we partner with nore than 20 ot hers.
This is going to hit religious institutions as

wel |, which I know our state governnent also
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cares about. | can't talk about the finances
for a lot of our nenber congregations, but |
can tal k about ny own, which is Gethsenmane
Lut heran Church, the one on Hanpton. There's
three. Only so many church nanes to go around,
you know. |I'mon church council at Gethsenane.
We tal k about finances all the tine, just
approved our next year's budget. W
consistently run a deficit. W have a
relatively small congregation with limted
finances, and they care a | ot about keeping the
church going. But it's still tough for us and
for a lot of religious comunities.

|f this rate increase goes through, it's
going to increase our yearly deficit this year
by 75 percent. That's a big hit for a church
i ke ours that is struggling to get by. So, |
just wanted to remnd you all that in addition
to the regular people this is going to affect,
who | know that you care about, and the
busi ness owners who | know our governnent cares
about, this is going to affect many ot her
religious institutions and nonprofits that are
trying to run on the limted finances. Thank

you.
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REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: Thank you for rage
your comments. | appreciate them Chris
WIllcox. Chris Wllcox. M. Wlcox wll you
spell your nane for the record?

MR. WLLCOX: Yes, CGh-r-i-s,
Wi-I-1-c-0-x.

(Chris WIIlcox sworn.)

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: \What woul d
you like to tell us this evening?

MR WLLCOX: Good evening, ny nanme is
Chris Wllcox. I live in Downtown West
Nei ghborhood in St. Louis City.

Anreren is asking for a third rate increase
In alnbst as many years. For the third tine,
in this community we are showing up in |arge
nunbers to tell themwe still can't afford it.
Because of the last two increases, Aneren's
rates have risen above national inflation and
| ocal wages. 1'd |like to assure Aneren's
representatives here that we are not stupid.

We are not going to pretend that 2017 wasn't a
conpletely different world than we live in now.
A few things have happened between then and

2025. We know how nuch harder it has been for

everyone on the margins. |In nobst cases,
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| eases -- for nost |eases, utility shutoffs are

cause for eviction. Honelessness went up

18 percent over the last year, which was itself
an all-time high. People who were sl eeping on
the streets last night had to endure
single-digit tenperatures.

Just one nonth ago, St. Louis released the
first set of rental assistance since 2023 and
hel d an organi zed event to help people to
apply. | want to think many who are in
at t endance today and who volunteered for it.
Wth two weeks notice, we had over 20 people
come in one day for help at the Julia Davis
Li brary. The whol e program was cl osed after
| ess than three weeks because the noney went
that quick. Many of these who cane -- many of
those who cane in were also behind on utility
bills because they were using what little noney
they had to bal ance overdue rent and utilities
with what little they have left.

It needs to be said that Areren is a
nmonopoly that had at least a billion dollars in
profit last year. M. Mrtin Lyons, Junior,
their chief executive, took hone between 9

billion (sic) dollars between salary, bonuses
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and stock for 2024 selling a service people

need to live in the 21st century.

Every penny of profit is pure waste. The
only reason we don't pay for what it costs to
provi de service is because the state guarantees
thema rate of profit so they can have a little
extra noney for sharehol ders, executives and
pointless mddle nen. Every cent of profit is
fromour rates and the debt they can | everage
based on the rates we wll pay in the future.
Ameren exists to take our noney and lie heap
(sic) a public subsidy they can expect because
we know peopl e cannot afford it. The proper
rate of return on equity for a public service
that we have a basic need to fund is zero. |
recommend the Aneren enpl oyees take a good,
long ook in the mrror tonight after -- after
doing this for the third tinme. Really | ook and
ask yourself, is this what you wanted to be
doing wwth your life? Do you really want to
come here next tinme and help a few nore people
sleep on the streets so Aneren can make anot her
six billion dollars of profit, can nmake anot her
billion dollars of profit next year. Is it

worth it? Than you.
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REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: Thank you for
your comments, M. WIllcox. David Flavin.

MR FLAVIN. David Flavin. Da-v-i-d. F,
as in Frank, |l-a-v, as in Victor, i-n.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: |'msorry.
m ssed the L in your nane.

(David Flavin sworn.)

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: Ckay, go
ahead.

MR. FLAVIN. Yeah, | wanted to -- |I'malso
a senior citizen and once this is approved, if
you approved any rate increase for Aneren, so
gas is going to cone here, you're going to see
sewer cone here wanting rate increases al so.
W're on fixed incones. |It's going to be
harder and for harder for people to nmake ends
meet, okay? One of things, too, Aneren just
built a brand new building on Creve Coeur MI |
Road, and they opened it |last year. And then
nmy ot her question cone backs to is the
infrastructure noney. Biden signed into |aw
i nfrastructure noney. M ssouri got their cut.
Ameren shoul d have got their cut, too. Wat
happened to all that noney they got, okay?

For solar power in that -- in the housing,
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it takes a year to get sonething through Anmeren

to get solar power in your house. They

don't -- and | know right now there's a | ady
that's at 14 nonths trying to get solar power
in her house. Wiy it is taking so |ong,

because they can turn around and change pl ans
and everything else on the fly to do whatever
they want to do. You al nost have to force them
by threatening to sue themto get sonething
done. So, thank you very nuch.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: Thank you,
M. Flavin. Sharon Elliott.

M5. ELLIOTT: H, |I'm Sharon Elliott,
S-h-a-r-o-n, E-l-l-i-o0-t-t.

(Sharon Elliott sworn.)

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: Go ahead.

M5. ELLIOIT: Yes, thank you for the
opportunity to speak. |'m speaking as a
private citizen who shares nany of the sane
concerns that others have shared, so I'l|l keep
it brief. | live in the Third Ward of
University Cty, which is north of Adive, and
the lower incone folks in UGty live up there.
And the poverty rate in that area, according to

the |l atest Anerican Community Survey, is
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14.5 percent. People live below the poverty
line. And the state's poverty line, | think,
Is at 12.8 percent right now, so it's even
wor se than the state.

The last figure | could find in the Third
Ward, the per capital incone, is 26,900. So
this increase, you know, wll be very hard, and
a lot of seniors also live in the Third Ward,
who are on fixed incones. So, |'m concerned
about ny nei ghbors. |'m concerned about
anybody that |'ve heard about tonight. |I'm
al so concerned about our health, because | just
think that the PSC should require Aneren to
make the transition to cheaper, safer renewabl e
energy sources before asking rate payers for
any nore noney. The Labadie Coal Fire Plant is
anong the highest polluters in the country that
I's spewi ng sul fur dioxides, carbon dioxides, it
affects the air quality in the St. Louis area,
and the small particles comng fromthe plant
wor sen | ung, heart and neurol ogical conditions.

The Anerican Lung Associ ation gave St.
Louis City a D grade for particle pollution in
2024, and a lot of that that has to do what's

comng fromthe Labadie plant. And the coal
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ash ponds are polluting the area's drinking

wat er, despite the gentlenman from Aneren UE,
and Aneren UE says that the EPA and DNR said
there is no threat fromthe coal ponds. Well,
there is. And | just -- he also stated earlier
they're not planning to spend 1.6 billion for
scrubbers on the Labadie Plant. No coal ash
pond abatenent is planned, yet, they're asking
for nore noney.

So, you know, people can't heat their
honmes, and we're getting sick. So, ny hope is,
| respectfully hope that the PSC will not
approve this rate increase and thanks for the
chance to speak. Thank you.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: Thank you.
Myi sha Johnson. Wuld you state and your spell
nar ks.

M5. JOHNSON. Myisha, My-i-s-h-a,
Johnson, J-o0-h-n-s-o0-n.

(Myi sha Johnson sworn.)

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: Ckay, go
ahead.

M5. JOHNSON:. Last week | submtted 25
comments fromresidents that work with ne at

Met ropol i tan Congregations United. They are
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communi ty nenbers, and al so Aneren custoners.

They stated that if you raise their rents -- |
mean, their utilities, it would be hard for
themto pay their rents. |It's already hard for
themto nmake the ends neet with the inconme that
they' re nmaking. Yes, we raised m ninmum wage,
but it's not livable wage. Lot of people in
here repeated the sanme thing, that utilities
could contribute to the unhoused comrmunity; but
let's be real. How does it affect the children
that are in school? The children that are
school age that are in subitized housing that
are on Section that have sone type of
progranm ng that is paying for their housing
and their parents are having to work double
jobs, they're mssing tinme with their children
and the devel opnent of their children, but also
sl eepi ng on soneone's couch or fl oor.

|f they're doing that, they're not
consi dered honel ess or unhoused, because they
have sonmewhere to |lay their head, but they are
not wanted there. So, if we are unable to
contribute to the needs that we have, then what
are we doing? W're not adding. W're not

contributing. W' re taking away from what
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could contribute to a great thriving community
for a young child to grow up in.

We know that a lot of children experience
honel ess. They say that the average nunber is
like 27 percent. |It's nore than that. |It's
nore than that after | have conversations with
my community nmenbers and with congregation
menbers. It's sickening, and as they said in
many coments before ne, people are dying.

Wien | help with the honeless, wth the
unhoused community | ast year, we needed di apers
and Enfam|. So, renenber the children as you
t hi nk about the rate hike, as you think about
the salary increases, as you think about your
progranmm ng, renenber the children that are at
ri sk. Thank you.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: Thank you,
Ms. Johnson. Sarah Watkins. Wuld you state
and spell your nane for the record?

M5. WATKINS: Sarah Watkins, S-a-r-a-h,
best way to spell it, Wa-t-k-i-n-s.

(Sarah Wat ki ns sworn.)

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: \What woul d

you like to tell the Conm ssion this evening?

M5. WATKINS: Good eveni ng, conm Sssioners.
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My nane is Sarah Watkins. [|'m a resident of
St. Louis City. | also amthe lead field
organi zer for Tenants Transform ng G eater St.
Louis. W are a black-led renter-Ied
organi zation. W support renters holding their
| andl ords accountable. | do want to uplift
sonme of comments that fol ks have nade earlier
about renters. But before | do that, | want to
say that | amhere to strongly oppose Aneren
M ssouri's proposed rate hike, which inpact
renters and working famlies the hardest.

While Ameren |ikes to rem nd us that
M ssouri has sone of the lowest utility rates
in the country, let me be clear, lowis not |ow
enough when famlies are already struggling to
pay their bills. For many of us, even a snall
increase in utility costs nean falling behind
on rent, skipping nmeals or going wthout basic
necessities.

Li ke fol ks have said before, St. Louis
City is 56 percent nade up of renters, and we
often hear that all our rent is sone of the
cheapest in the nation, but nmake it nmake sense
when people going -- being evicted for

nonpaynent, for not having enough noney to pay
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their bills. They're choosing between rent,

utilities, nmedicine, food. $18 a nonth m ght
not sound a lot if you have a six-figure salary
or if you make $9 million a year, but $18 to

| ow i nconme, fixed inconme, working class people
Is diapers, food, gas, bills. Sorry. It's
nore than -- it's a lot.

The reality is that even these rates are
unaf fordabl e for many. In QOctober 2024 al one,
Anmeren M ssouri di sconnected over 17,000
househol ds due to nonpaynent. Additionally,
over 233,000 househol ds were behind on their
bills, with an average past due anount of
$119.91. Ameren is a highly profitable
corporation that continues to pad its bottom
line, while leaving famlies in our community
to pick up the tab. For Anmeren executives,
their bottomline is producing profits for
their sharehol ders, while exploiting their
custoners who rely on energy for survival.

Amer en should focus on cutting waste and
i nvesting | ong overdue energy efficiency and
renewabl e energy initiatives. This rate
increase is not just unjustified, it's an

attack on the financial stability of M ssouri
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househol ds. | urge the Public Service -- the

Public Service Commi ssion to reject this
unnecessary and harnful proposal. Thank you.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: Thank you,

Ms. Watkins. Linda Daily. Linda Daily.
Christy Lyon. Wuld you state and spell your
name for the record?

M5. LYON: Kristie Lyon, K-r-i-s-t-i-e,
L-y-o0-n.

(Kristie Lyon sworn.)

M5. LYON:. | want to say | appreciate your
being here. | understand this is probably not
fun for you, but | also am probably | uckier
than a I ot of people that |I've been |istening
toni ght, because | am not unhoused. | am
struggling. It is between ny utilities or food
or sone tines | paid ny rent late. It's really
hard to do it all, especially when nore and
nore and nore is always asked of you. And ny
enpl oyer doesn't give ne extra noney when bills
go up. It's not like they say, you know, the
bills are so much higher now, so let ne go
ahead and give you sone nore. They don't do
that. And | have a hard tine asking, because

feel like they should just offer it to ne, as
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opposed to ne having to beg for that.

| clean houses and it's hard work and |'m
trying to get out of that. | got Bachelor's in
phot ography and | need one nore stupid credit,
and that photography is just gone now and |I'm
trying to figure things out and life is hard,
but | understand people have it worse. |I'm
lucky. | get that. But it cones off I|ike
corporations care about their bottomline, and
their yacht and their extra houses, and they
don't care about little people anynore.

That's -- that's the perception for all of it.
Goodwi I | makes sonet hing -- the CEO nakes way
too nuch noney. | stop giving to Goodw || .

You know, if | could stop, | probably
woul d.  But, you know, | don't have any neans
to do that anyhow. That's ny story. Thanks.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: Thank you.
Tommy Jones. That would be correct. |
apol ogi ze that |I'm horri bl e about reading
names.

M5. JONES: Hello, ny nane is Tonya Jones,
it's spelled T-0-n-y-a, J-o0-n-e-s.

(Tonya Jones sworn.)

M5. JONES: So | am speaking froma person
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that's froma permanent underclass. And |
al ways speak collectively, but 1'"'mgoing to
personalize our pain a bit, because St. Louis,
|"'mtrying not to be in tears because | hear
ot her groups speak even from Tower G ove, which
Is being gentrified. W are being gentrified
out of a country that we built. And I'ma
descendant of slaves and no one speaks for us.
| heard soneone speaking for Latinos. |[|'ve
heard soneone speaki ng for people of col or and
mnorities. Specifically, we have books I|ike
t he Broken Heart of Anerica, the Col or of Law,
which is R chard Rothstein's book, and even |
read a heavy book called Capital In The 21st
Century, and we are going to zero weal th.
Everything has a di sparate inpact on us as
an underclass. W have been priced out of
93 percent of all city districts. W have
dealt with economic terrorism Terrorism M
nei ghbor hood that | grew up, Ham |ton Hei ghts,
which | heard soneone nention, Ham |ton Heights
| ooked |i ke Afghanistan. Like bonbs hit it.
You | ook froman aerial map, it |ooks just Iike
green | ots because they have so nuch

di sinvestnent, that it |ooks |Ii ke a bonb
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shelter hit it, and there's two and three
houses on the block. W are |osing 66 bl ack
famlies a nonth. Professor Nas Skandova (ph.)
canme to our Board of Alderman to heed the
war ni ng of us henorrhagi ng black famlies. And
the black famly nowis a wonmen with her
dependent chil dren because all our nen have
been | ocked up and | ocked out fromcrinme bills,
right?

Wen | was a little girl drugs fl ooded
into our comunity. | can tell you how nany
stock pots it takes to take a bath when you
borrowi ng electricity fromyour nei ghbor wth
an extension cord, and you're paying them
monthly to -- to have electricity. | can tell
you how many stock pots it takes to bathe.
That's how | grew up. Housing insecurity, and
that is half of our city. And let ne explain
this to you, HELOC and all of those things, are
not a renmedy for these public policy failures.
Hal f of our city lives in concentrated poverty.
We just canme out of a pandem c where all of us,
| have trauma fatigue because we have the
| osses. We have -- are the nost evicted --

there's an eviction | ab now. There's an
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eviction lab, a ticker that tells you in every

area how many evictions, nostly
African-Aneri can wonen and their dependent
chi | dren.

This is an indictnent on this country that
the people that built this country every
generation -- | just heard one of the seniors
testify to you that she lived in an area that's
now no | onger black. W are displaced, erased,
repl aced every generation, and it's happeni ng
inour city. W lost 27,000 African-Anericans.
W are no longer a 50/50 city, and the people
who are the nost insecure utility-w se, at
| east 48 to 50 percent are us. And that is an
i ndictnent on this country.

We have the nerve to invite other
newconers in that we would have to subitize on
our welfare state, and we haven't even been
made whole as a group. W are owed stuff. W
built this country, and every generation -- |
finally noved from Ham | ton Heights to R chnond
Hei ghts in high school. An area that was once
a bl ack nei ghborhood that we were limted to,
nowis a Menard's, is a Wl mart, it was taken

by em nent domain, and the sane thing is
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happening to our city. Wo has the capital ?

They tal k about |andlords, | went to an Action
St. Louis neeting, and they were talking about
penal i zing poor |andlords that are in an areas
that are just as poor as their tenants that
can't get noney to -- they can't get places to
apprai se, and the only people who are buying
our city pay absolutely zero taxes. The burden
is all on us.

That is the big elite institutions who own
the 40 percent of our city. This is economc
terrorism W are -- | have a free food share
and the people who are the nost hungry are the
peopl e they just said, who can't qualify for
all of these charity things that aren't a
remedy for public policy for us all. And this
I ncrease after a pandem c, where people had no
job, didn't now how they were going to eat and
now t he price gougi ng where no one wants to
take a break in their profits to give discounts
to people who are suffering, | nean, suffering
food insecurity, suffering houses insecurity,
and we, again, there is -- this is docunented.
This is docunented, and it's economc terrorism

on ny group who built this country.
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It's absolutely insane. Look around in
our city. Half of our city, the infanous
Delmar Divide lives in concentrated poverty,
and is getting pushed out of our city.

93 percent of -- the Guardi an had an

argunent -- article. 93 percent of all city
districts across this country, we've been
priced out of, and this is an indictnent. W
cannot afford this. W, again, | amtaking
food to people who work every day and cannot
afford eggs, and you guys are tal king about
anot her increase.

| get a disconnection notice every nonth,
and I'mone of the |ucky ones. So, thisis --
this is a total disgrace that the Comm ssion on
this -- in these economc tines, when nost
peopl e never thought they would be here who are
hurting, are hurting. This is a definite --
you shoul d be advocates for the people for this
popul ous issue. This is what happens to us is
going to spread to everyone else. So, |'m
sorry I"menotional, but this is personal to
me, a person who noved every tine the rent was
due, who went -- attended ten schools before

8th grade. My people are hurting, and nobody
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cares. W just had a protest novenent about us
being pillaged. Anything that we have.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: | hate to cut
you off but |I've let you go on for --

M5. JONES: But thank you.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: Thank you
very much for your coments. | appreciate
them Last name Kim |'mhaving a hard tine
with sinple nanes, so, yes, | probably had
problens with yours, | apol ogi ze.

M5. KIM Yes, it's Kyeongbin Kim [It's
K-y-e-o0-n-g-b-i-n for the first name. K-i-m
Kim for the | ast nane.

COW SSI ONER COLEMAN:  Wbul d you repeat
it, please?

M5. KIM The first nane, the pronouns?

COMM SSI ONER COLEMAN:  We have soneone
that is recording, and they need to be --

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: Qur court
reporter has to be able to take your nanme down.

M5. JONES: K-y-e-o0-n-g-b-i-n, Kim K-i-m

(Kyeongbi n Ki m sworn.)

M5. KIM | have a few questions to him

just yes or no questions. Can | ask him sone

t hi ngs?
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REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: This is a raoe
public comment portion of the hearing. This is
not a question and answer. The QA cane before
this, so I'"'msorry, I'"'mnot going to allow you
to ask questions of Anmeren at this point.

M5. JONES: Ckay, it's fine, too. So,
hello, I'm Kyeongbin Kim | amthe student of
this school, St. Louis Community Col |l ege for
nursing, and I amalso immgrant. | amvery
concerned that Aneren brought -- certainly
failed policy for the Mssouri. It is not just
a statenent, but we already watched in 2021 in
Texas and Japan and many ot her countries like a
Britain. So, you know, it's just necessary for
living. Do you have any |lanp on your house, in
your house. Do you have any? Are you living
in candles? Cool. But we are know that we
al ready have our |anps and our phones and
chargers and everything by the electricity,
whi ch neans Aneren is not just a private
conpany but required to provide the services
for the St. Louis area.

And he's kind of short on electric basic
econom cs. |f people can buy any alternatives

or very difficult to change to others, that's
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actually not a conpetition. So, they should
provi de sonething that they deserve. And | --
| had a few research about Anmeren, and
according to Forbes, since 2020, Aneren never
recorded a | oss yearly, and Aneren recorded 1.1
mllion dollars in 2024. And Aneren asking
continuously to the Mssouri that increasing
the price. Wy should people pay nore if their
profit is like a1l billion dollars? Were the
nmoney is going? Like |-64? Like -- on the
Bl ues, yeah, we provide Blues the resources to
athletes. They are just |like 10 or 12 people.
Not the entire county or city.

Li ke, is there anything, any plans for the
I ncreased salary for their workers? They don't
have any plan. Are you going to 70 percent --
17 percent increase your salary? Probably not.
| f their workers cannot increase by 17 percent
of the rates, why people should pay nore -- pay
17 percent nore of the electric city bills?
And heat and cold exists, actually rel ated
where the electricity bills, it shows by
Japan's case. Japan -- after Japan privatized
their electricity city conpany, their cold and

heat is just enornously increased, and they
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canceled it until now.

| f Amreren paid for all the nedical fees
and nedical stops to their patients and
hospitals and the nedi cal workers, it could be
okay, but are they? W can't, you know, they
said they are a private conpany. W cannot
force them And, individually, as an
imm grant, | don't have resources to survive or
handl e the situation when bills get higher, and
| can't pay that. Like, | have to just rely on
generosity from sone good people. |f you have
to rely on good people's like generosity to
just survive, that is just wong society.

| just watched that -- it's a little
personal but | watched that he, the
representative just smling when peopl e just
tal k about dies, their famlies and friends. |
couldn't laugh. | couldn't even smling,
because | know sone people that just have to
choose -- it's not even a choose -- it's not a
choice. They just have death. That is one and
only choice that can choice if they cannot pay
the bill. And | know so nany peopl e that they
just have to die. So, please, 17 percent?

Even the m ni rum wage of m sery doesn't raise
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to 17 percent like in entire 10 years. So,
pl ease take a consideration about this. Thank
you.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: Thank you for
your comments. Jackie Kinealy.

M5. KINEALY: That's Jackie, J-a-c-k-i-e,
Kinealy, K-i-n-e-a-I|-y.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: ' msorry,
woul d you pronounce your |ast nanme again?

M5. KINEALY: Kinealy. Kinealy.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: Ki nealy.

MS. KINEALY: Yes.

(Jacki e Kinealy sworn.)

M5. KINEALY: Thank you. M nane is
Jackie Kinealy. | live in St. Louis Cty.
Thank you for the opportunity to speak. |'l]
keep ny coments brief. It is past ny bedtine,
personally. [|'mfortunate enough that ny
famly would be able to afford this rate
I ncrease, but sitting here listening to all the
guestions and the testinony, | hope and trust
the Comm ssion will carefully consider the
testinmony of others, where people have to pl an
for every single dollar of their nonthly

budget. The reason | cane here tonight is that
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I"'ma nom M kids are one and a half and

three, and | worry every day what the world
wll be like for themwhen they're ny age if we
don't make the transition away from fossi|
fuel s qui ckly enough. You nentioned that if
soneone el se gets up here and nakes a testinony
or says sonething that we agree with that that
we just can say that. M ss Elyse Schaeffer
representing the Mssouri Coalition for the
Environnment articulates tine really powerfully
my own concerns, so if the record could show
just ditto on that. A big copy and paste.

To hear that Aneren is increasing our
rates wthout doing nore to retire its coal
pl ants quickly, to invest nore aggressively in
renewabl e energy or to access what | understand
is mllion of dollars in federal noney
available to it to do such, seens just
ridiculous and irresponsible to nme given where
we're at as a country and as a gl obe. So,
that's all | have. Thank you very nuch

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: Thank you.
This one says that they would like to testify
last. | don't really do that. | take you in

the order signed up, so if you would like to
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speak, now s your opportunity. And that's --

is it Merle. Thank you, M. Merle.

MR. MERLE: John Howard Merle. J-o0-h-n,
Ho-wa-r-d, Me-r-1-e.

(John Howard Merl e sworn.)

MR. MERLE: Ckay, just for the record,
we' ve have 5, 10, 20 -- 36 people of 36 people.
Al of them based on ny assessnent, have cone
down against this rate increase. | understand
it. As | heard the situation many tines
nmysel f, all these people have articul ated --
and thank you for those who have remained to
hear. | appreciate that. | wanted to go | ast
sinply because I will be the only person in the
roomtonight that is supporting Aneren UE in
their position, knowng full well, because |
have been down this road a few tinmes before,
Ameren, | can't not renmenber in the past but
Anmeren UE has never gotten what they asked for
100 percent.

CGeneral ly, there's negoti ati ons between
t he conpany, and there's negoti ati ons between
t he Conmm ssion, and they conme to sone sort of
an agreenent or understanding. And, so, what's

on the paper and the board, it's a lot; there's
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no doubt, but it doesn't generally end that

way. So, in full disclosure, I amnot an
enpl oyee of Aneren. | amnot a -- nobody in ny
famly is enployed by the conmpany, and | don't
wor k for anybody who's a vendor of the conpany.
So | think that needs to be said, because why
am | taking the position of supporting then?
Well, | happen to be a stockholder. Unh-oh.
Put the guns down, please.

Anyway, | bought Aneren stock around the
|ate to mddle '70s, and | bought ny first 100
shares based on three reasons. The first
reason was that at that tine, and what |I'm
about share is pretty nuch true today, at that
time, Aneren UE had the | owest cost electricity
of a publically-traded utility in the country.
So, wow, everybody el se around us spends a | ot
nore noney than we do. kay. The second
reason that | went ahead and | wanted to invest
was that while they were highly regul ated and
priced at the bottomof the market, they still
managed to produce a dividend. And for those
that don't know what a dividend -- a dividend
to a shareholder is a share of the profit that

a conpany nekes.
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So, they were at the bottomand still yet
still produced dividends which nade an
attractive reason. And the third reason |
deci ded this was a good i dea was because as
long | have lived, | have never net anybody who
goes hone and flips the switch and the gas
| anps cone on. W have electricity. W have
to have it, and things get relatively
I nteresti ng when you consi der then back in the
1970s, if you had an interruption in your
servi ce because of a stormor that sort of
thing, you were out for anywhere -- you could
be out for a very short period of tine or you
could be out for a week. You probably I ost
sone sl eep, because it was too hot,
air-conditioning wasn't working or you | ost
sl eep because it was too cold.

And, invariably, you probably would | ose
the food in the refrigerator. So, that was in
the '70s. Here we are, 2025, okay?
Electricity has reached the level that is as
i nportant as the air you breathe, the water you
drink or the food you eat. Electricity has to
be there, and if we don't have it after five or

si x days, your elected officials are on the
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phone to the Oval Ofice to say, we need an

ener gency decl arati on because we got to have
power back now. And because of science and

I nnovation, we have really put ourselves into
even a bigger corner. Every -- alnost every
ot her person who cane to this mc tonight
carried with thema cell phone. There weren't
any around in the '70's. W actually had

t el ephones that had |andlines. W had to go
and pick up the receiver and dial to talk to
people. Well, in an outage in that tine

peri od, guess what? You could still make a
phone cal |l independent.

Today, 2025, many people have gotten rid
of their phones and their landlines and they're
relying on what? Cell phones. Geat. Wat
happens if you don't have sone place to charge
t hat phone fol ks? How do you conmuni cat e?
There are a nunber of people today who own
el ectrically-driven cars, battery operated,
where you're going to charge it if you don't
have el ectricity? You have to have it. That's
all thereis toit.

It's even nore inportant now than it was

back in the ' 70s. 7 | have 1 nvested -- | have
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gotten those dividends, | have never taken any
of those dollars and put themin ny pocket.
They all have been reinvested every year. And
now | have a lot of holdings. | paid taxes all
along the way. So, | have an interest in
seei ng they get sone considerations. Trust ne,
fol ks, whatever it says printed that what
they're asking for, they're not going to get
it. They never do.

So, | thought it was inportant, because it
cone out and say you need to understand sone
things. You're living in a country where the
conpetition -- you're paying |less than anybody
else in the country for the power you have to
have. It's not free. So, those are ny reasons
for supporting the conpany. Those are reasons
why | bought the stock. | understand
everybody. |'mnot here to di sparage anything
that |I've heard this evening, because it's all
real. |'ve been there nyself. Thank you.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: Thank you,
M. Merle. Kristina Mri an.

M5. MARI AN Thank you. Can you guys hear
me?

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: | can
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M5. MARI AN  Ckay. Kristina Marian.
(Kristina Marian sworn.)

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: Ckay, go
ahead.

M5. MARI AN Thank you. Earlier,
suggested to Aneren to ook within their own
conpany, instead of asking the comunity for a
rate increase. To look wthin their own
conpany and see how nuch the CEGCs are getting
pai d and hi gher execs that are getting paid, to
maybe decrease themfrommllions maybe down to
t housands; and also to ook wthin the
community to see, |like, what conpanies nmay have
lights on during the day, like in their parking
lots, for exanple. There's parking lots with
lights on during the day that don't need to be
on.

Al so, abandoned houses that don't have
their power shut off fromthe street to the
house can actually still use power, so to
doubl e check those facilities as well. It may
not singularly help, but, Iike, obviously, you
know, if there's thousands of honmes or hundreds
of honmes that are abandoned that still have

power running, it could help decrease the cost
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as well. So, | think first and forenost, that

woul d be really beneficial.

| do not agree with this increase. | do
not agree on an increase for nostly a
non- sust ai nabl e fragil e power supply conpany
t hat obviously hurts us and the planet. As we
all know, pollution is real and it affects s
our health. W have the right to clean air and
wat er, but, yet, we pay for an increase in
medi cal bills. Maybe Aneren should pay us.
Al'so, | want to share that every one of us can
remenber what it was |ike -- we tal ked about
the pollution and what we can do to change
that. Me, you, the community, but not what the
owners and executives of the actual power
pl ants can do for us and to hel p the
envi ronnment .

As pol lution continues, the sumrers get
wor se which will increase the need for, you
know, cool air, will increase the energy costs
for us. This is an endless cycle, and it wll
continue to be an endless cycle. It's been
going on nmy whole 38 years of [ife and even
before then. When will this cycle stop?

Mot her earth sustains everything and everyone
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within and on her. Not Aneren. W are

standing on earth. This is made from earth.
Regardl ess of Anmeren, if nother earth was not
here, we woul d be dead. Also, side note, sone
honme i nsurers do not cover the roof if you have
sol ar. Thank you.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: Thank you for
your comments. Jeffrey Schaefer. M.
Schaefer, would you spell your nane for the
record.

MR. SCHAEFER: Hi, thank you. Jeffrey
Schaefer, J-e-f-f-r-e-y, S-c-h-a-e-f-e-r.

(Jeffrey Schaefer sworn.)

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: What woul d
you like to tell us?

MR, SCHAEFER: Thank you. | am a happy
custoner of Ameren. Thank you so nuch for
mai ntaining the grid. | hope it approves
wherever it needs. You guys are awesone.
Thank you to the Conm ssion for being advocates
for the people. | think the people are our
greatest resource.

|1'"d i ke to speak from experience of a
fornmer environnentalist, contractor, |'ve

wor ked on houses all ny life. | studied solar
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design and install or photovoltaic design and
install fromSElI, and | expected that we would
have sol ar panels on houses everywhere. But,
now, I'mglad we don't. | am-- |'ve done a
180 on the solar thing. It wasn't -- it was

| ess than ten years as a contractor, | started
seeing | eaks from going cheap on the install,
not putting the weather boot on where, you
know, the clanp is. But and that raises

I nsurance rates. That's just -- but

weat heri zation, nmy own hone, |'ve saved nore
than a third on ny weather bills or ny energy
bills. And I thought that people would be
doing that, you know, but they want it for
free, you know. You know, spend a few -- even
friends that are environnentalists, | see open
wi ndows and big old cracks in the door, and
just | don't see people doing -- |'ve gotten
very frustrated.

One of ny own -- ny famly nenbers let ne
do weat heri zation on their house, saved them
45 percent on their energy bills, gas,
electric. M electric bill in the summer is
very low. | don't run an air-conditioner. |

have a small fan. |It's great. That works
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great for nme. So, |I'mvery frustrated about
that -- | read this book Energy-Energy

Evol ution by Victor Schauberger (ph.). And
|'"ve only read it once, and probably need to
read it at least five tines, but he had many
designs. He called fire the | owest form of
electricity. The magic tenperature range was
li ke 39.2 Fahrenheit. And he had water

I npl osi on machi nes and the process of making --
turni ng water conbustion -- naking water
conbustible. And | think recently Toyota cane
out wwth a water-fuel ed car.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: M. Schaefer,
all new design innovations aside, do you have
comments about the rate increase that Ameren
has proposed?

MR SCHAEFER: | would think that if you
woul d not do the solar and the w nd, reinvest
in the other ways to nake electricity. You --
|"mall for capitalism Conmmuni sm no good.
For the environnentalists in the room the
Bol shevi ks Iined up Communists -- and the
people in power and shot them So, that's not
good. Enjoy your wages. Thank you. Thank

you. Run your conpany. |'ma great -- but |
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don't think a rate increase is necessary.

Looks like they're maki ng great noney, and if
your -- | nmean, Mssouri is full of water. You
know, we turn water into electricity, why are
we digging up coal and running coal trains? |
just think there's a better way.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: Thank you for
your comments. Al berto Batino (ph.). Alberto
Batino. That's the last nane | have on ny |i st
toni ght of those people that signed up to
speak. | apologize. |If you were unable to
comrent tonight or if you didn't sign up, if
you have friends who would |i ke to nake
comrents or if you get hone and you realize
there was sonething you wanted to let the
Comm ssi on know and you weren't able to | et
t hem know, you can still make comments in this
case by contacting the e-nail address
psci nfo@sc. nb.gov to put in coments that way
by contacting the Ofice of Public Counsel.
They' ve been very graci ous about hel pi ng peopl e
get comments to the Conmm ssion on cases. O by
going to the PSC s web page, and you wll see
links to | eave comments on cases. |f you do

that, you wll need to know the case nunber for
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this case, which I believe is ER 2025-0319.
2024-0319. Thank you, M. Pringle for
correcting ne there.

Again, 1'd like to thank everyone who took
the time to show up toni ght and provide
comments. | know that utility rates can be a
gquite enotional topic, so | appreciate
everybody comng to tell the Conmm ssion what
your thoughts are. This is our one chance to
hear from you. Conm ssioner Hol sman, would you
i ke to make cl osing remarks?

COW SSI ONER HOLSMAN:  Thank you. On
behal f of Chai rwoman Hahn and the entire
conmm ssion, we do want to thank you for com ng
out tonight. W heard from 40 i ndividuals who
took their time to be here on a Wednesday ni ght
until 10:00 o'clock in the evening to share
your opinions, and we know for every person
that had the bravery to stand up and tell us
how they feel, there are a | ot of other people
who couldn't nmake it tonight that potentially
coul d share the sane position that you have.

This is a process. This is the first step
in the process. W wll also have evidentiary

hearings that will present the evidence by the
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conpany and fromstaff. W wll evaluate that,

and we make an ultimate decision. | would Iike
to say that, you know, this is the fifth year
that |I've been doing this, and this was one of
the nore robust hearings that we have. Over 40
folks took their tinme tonight, it's very cold
outside, you could do a | ot of other things,
and I'I'l like to say that, you know, we al so
know t he passions do run high on both sides.
And, you know, the conpany is doing the best
that they can to provide you safe and reliable
power. We're doing the best that we can to
make to sure that power cones to you at a
reasonabl e, affordable cost, and hearing from
you hel ps us and helps themto fornulate the
best possible path forward on behalf of the
people that they serve. So, | just wanted to
t hank you for taking your tinme, and we do
appreciate it and have a great night and drive
honme safely.

REGULATORY LAW JUDGE CLARK: Very wel |
said, thank you very nuch. And we can go off
the record, and I will adjourn this hearing.

(Ending tine of the hearing: 09:57 p.m)
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|, Colin Wallis, in and for the State of
M ssouri do hereby certify that the w tness
whose testinony appears in the foregoing
Exam nati on Under Gath was duly sworn by ne;
that the testinony of the said wtness was
taken by ne to the best of ny ability and
thereafter reduced to typewiting under ny

direction; that | am neither counsel for,

related to, nor enployed by any of the parties

to the action in which this exam nati on was

taken, and further that | amnot rel ative or

enpl oyee of any attorney or counsel enployed by

the parties thereto, nor financially or

otherw se interested in the out cone of the

SANRY N

within and for the State of M ssouri
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