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Proceedi ngs began at 1:00 p. m:

JUDGE HATCHER: Let's go ahead and go on
the record. Good afternoon. M nane is Charles
Hatcher. |I'mthe regulatory |aw judge that w |
preside over this hearing. This is an evidentiary
hearing in File No. EA-2025-0075.

| would like to rem nd everyone to pl ease
mute their phones and if you' re on Wbex, please go
ahead and nmute your m crophone unless you wll be
speaking or until you will be speaking.

Let's go ahead and get to our entries of
appearance. For the Conpany, Evergy.

M5. WHI PPLE: Good norning. Jacqueline
Whi ppl e and Chandler H att of Dentons US, LLP for the
Conpany, al so joined by Roger Steiner and Cole Bail ey
of Evergy, Inc. and Jim Fischer or Fischer Dority,
PC.

JUDGE HATCHER: Thank you. And for
Staff?

MR. PRINGLE: Thank you, Judge. Travis
Pringle, Alexandra Klaus, and Andrea Hansen on behal f
of Staff.

JUDGE HATCHER: Thank you. And for OPC?

MR, WLLIAMS: Nathan WIIlians, chief

deputy public counsel on behalf of the public and the
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O fice of Public Counsel.

JUDGE HATCHER: Thank you. And MECG?

MR OPITZ: TimOpitz on behalf of MECG

JUDGE HATCHER: Thank you. And Renew
M ssouri ?

M5. MERS: Renew M ssouri requesting to
appear virtually for now. N cole Mrs, general
counsel. And our information is with the court
reporter.

JUDGE HATCHER: Thank you, Ms. Mers. Are
there any objection to Renew M ssouri appearing
renotely? Hearing no objection, it is so allowed.
Thank you. And Sierra C ub?

M5. RUBENSTEIN: Good afternoon. Sarah
Rubenstein on behalf of Sierra d ub.

JUDGE HATCHER: Thank you. And | have a
qui ck note on prelimnary matters. Just to |evel set

for everyone, we do have a nonunani nous stipul ation

that has been filed, so we will not -- | believe we
wi Il not be taking the entire witness list. And in
the unani nous stip -- or nonunani nous stipul ation the

parties requested the Comm ssion to take in all of
the prefiled exhibit list. I'monly |ooking for
nods. |s that still correct? Ckay.

Then what 1'd i ke to do, suggest is for
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W t nesses that we do not take up imedi ately, at the
end of our hearing, perhaps today, we go ahead and
run through all the prefiled exhibits. | wll take
any objections then and take those on to the record.
Any questions?

(kay. Then also for the prefiled
exhibits, the regulatory |aw judge, that is nyself,
wi |l take responsibility for marking those and
entering those into the record. | will do those back
up in our office upstairs later.

Does any party, and again, |'monly
| ooking for nods, does any party anticipate having a
nonprefiled exhibit to introduce? |If they do, we'll
go ahead and set dates for that.

MR PRINGE: It just depends on
guestions fromthe Comm ssion, Judge, but there may

be a nore denonstrative exhibit that Staff may have

I f needed.

JUDGE HATCHER: Understood. The deadline
|"mkind of thinking of, I will just throw this out
now | wll ask again at the end of our hearing for

a definitive answer, but |'mthinking next Wdnesday
to have that submtted and next Monday, that woul d be
the 9th for objections. I'mflexible on those dates

I f anybody needs a little extra tine.
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Wth that, let's go ahead and turn to

openi ng statenents. The list | have going first wll

be Evergy.

M5. WHI PPLE: Good afternoon. My it
pl ease the Comm ssion. As | said earlier, | am
Jackie Whipple. | amjoined by ny coll eague,

Chandler H att. Also for the Conpany, Roger Steiner
and Col e Bailey and Ji m Fi scher.

As the judge previewed for everyone, this
nmorni ng the Conpany and Staff and MECG filed a
nonunani nous stipul ati on and agreenent which
recommends the resolution of all issues in the case
with the exception of the issue regardi ng deci sional
prudence. The deci sional prudence issue wll be
briefed by the parties after this hearing and the
signatory parties request that the Comm ssion decide
this prudence issue on the existing record.

In addition, the parties filed a revised
list of issues in which Renew M ssouri and Sierra
Cl ub have reserved certain other issues for briefing,
and those are listed in the revised list of issues.
They are issues Al, A2, A5, Cand D. And very
briefly, Al addresses whether the Conpany and the
projects satisfy the first Tartan factor of need.

This is only an issue presented by Sierra Cub for
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briefing.

A2 is whether the projects satisfied the
second Tartan factor of economc feasibility. This
I's disputed by Sierra Cub and Renew M ssouri .

And A5, whether the projects are in the
public interest and thus, satisfies the fifth Tartan
factor is an issue presented by both Renew M ssouri
and Sierra C ub.

| ssue C, decisional prudence wll be
briefed by all the parties.

And then issue Dis should the Comm ssion
approve the nonunani nous stipul ati on and agreenent.

Turning briefly to the other issues that
you will find in the stipulation, the first paragraph
of the stipulation recommends that the Conm ssion
approve the Conpany's request for a CCN for these
projects. The stipulation also recommends that the
Comm ssi on should grant reduced requested vari ances
inits application. The stipulation established the
estimate for the costs of these projects which are
i ncl uded as confidential nunbers in paragraphs three,
four, and five of that docunent.

Par agraph si x agrees that the Conpany
shoul d bear the burden of proof to show that any

amount it incurs in excess of these cost estimtes
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are prudently incurred and are just and reasonable to

recover from EMNs custoners. [In the stipulation EMV
confirms that it intends to seek construction work in
progress, CWH P, and PISA for the facilities subject
to and consistent with the limtations and conditions
as provided for in section 393.135.2 pursuant to
Senate Bill 4.

Par agraph ni ne requests that the
Comm ssi on shoul d establish a conpliance docket
associated with this case and require the Conpany to
file orderly progress reports for each of these
projects. Paragraph nine contains the details of
this reporting process.

There are a nunmber of other provisions in
the stipulation which address in-service criteria,
natural gas, transportation, and hedgi ng plans and
the future review of battery storage options in the
Conpany's integrated resource planning. And our
W tnesses will be happy to address these provisions
If the witness has any ques -- if the Comm ssion have
any questions for these w tnesses.

"Il proceed to give an overview of these
projects. As everyone is aware by now this case
i nvol ves the Conpany's request for Certificates of

Conveni ence and Necessity authorizing the Conpany to
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construct, install, own, operate, manage, naintain,

and control three natural gas electrical production
facilities. Two of these projects are advanced
class 710 negawatt conbi ned cycle gas turbine, also
known as CCGI, generating facilities known as the

Vi ol a generating station and the MNew generating
station. The third is a 440 negawatt sinple cycle
gas turbine, also known as SCGI, generating facility
known as Mullin Creek Nunber 1 generating station.
Viola is located in Sumrer County, Kansas. MNew is
| ocated in Reno County, Kansas. And Mullin Creek
Nunmber 1 is |ocated in Nodaway County, M ssouri.

Vial is expected to be commercially operational
before the sumer of 2029 while McNew and Mul lin
Creek Nunmber 1 are expected to be commercially
operational by the sumrer of 2030.

The Conpany is pursuing CCNs for these
projects as a critical step to address the grow ng
demand for both capacity and energy in the region.
The Conpany is actively responding to calls fromthe
Comm ssion, Staff, and other parties to own steel-in-
t he-ground generation resources as part of a
long-terminvestnent in infrastructure that wll neet
both current and future custonmer needs. As the need

for reliable power increases, especially with the
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influx of large |oad custoners, the projects are

essential to assuring the Conpany can continue to
del i ver safe and adequate service to its custoners.

These projects are an inportant part of
EMN's overall plan called for by its 2024 and 2025
I ntegrated resource planning process, including EMN s
| owest cost IRP preferred plan. The Conpany is
planning to build a diverse portfolio to address a
variety of needs. These gas projects neet EMN s
energy and capacity requirenents identified in
the 2024 | RP preferred plan and confirnmed in the
Conpany's 2025 updates in its February suppl enental
di rect testinony and the 2025 | RP annual update.
Under these plans EMVNwoul d construct, own, and
operate 50 percent of Viola, 50 percent of MNew,
and 100 percent of Mullin Creek Nunber 1. But to be
sure the capacity of the half portions of the Viola
and the McNew plants to be owned by EMWw I | be
designated only to serve EMNs custoners, all of whom
live in Mssouri.

To further explain the Conpany's
application and for purposes of your |ater questions,
EMNV's witnesses in support of the Conpany's
application are: Ron Klote, senior director of

regul atory affairs who discusses in his prefiled
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testinony the construction accounting request which

has been resolved by the parties; John G ace, senior
director of corporate planning and financi al
performance who, in his prefiled testinony, discusses
EMN's ability to finance the projects and their
owner ship; Katy Onnen, director of transm ssion and
di stribution planning who discusses in her prefiled
testinony the SPP process and transm ssion upgrades;
J. Kyle O son, director of conventional generation
devel opnent whose testinony di scusses the request for
proposal process, RFP process, and the projects
overvi ew, Cody VandeVel de, senior director of
strategy and | ong-term planning for the Conpany whose
testinony regards EMNs | RP process and the need for
the projects; Jason Hunphrey, vice president of
devel opnent di scusses the Conpany's energy transition
and generation planning and devel opnent processes;
and Kevin @unn, vice president state and federal
regul atory policy who testifies regarding the CCN
requests and requirenents as well as the conpany's
request for decisional prudence.

As reflected in the filings this norning,
there are key areas of agreenent anong the parties
remai ning for this contested hearing. There is no

di spute now that EMN has net the filing requirenents
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of the Comm ssion's CCN rules. And of the five

Tartan factors, there is no dispute as to two of
them Specifically the parties agree that EMN has
satisfied the factors of financial ability and
qualification to construct. Only Sierra Cub still
di sputes that EMWVW has al so satisfied the Tartan
factor of need. There is no remaining dispute
regardi ng the Conpany's requests related to
construction accounting or variances.

So the two questions largely that renain
for the Comm ssion's resolution are whether the
Conpany has denonstrated the Tartan factor of need
despite Sierra Club's argunents in opposition and
whet her the projects are economcally feasible and in
the public interest regardl ess of these issues raised
by Sierra Cub and Renew M ssouri, which we w |
di scuss shortly. |In addition, of course, the revised
| ist of issues includes the decisional prudence
determ nation for the Comm ssion and the deci sion on
approvi ng the nonunani nous stipul ation and agreenent.

As for Sierra Cub's points of
di sagreenents, these are altogether directed at those
I ssues of the Tartan factors of need, economc
feasibility, and public interest. Sierra Cub's

W tness, M chael Goggin, in his prefiled testinony
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contends the Conpany did not evaluate transm ssion

congestion or |locational marginal prices, LMs, at
t he proposed gas generation generator sites, but as
Conpany witness M. O son testifies, the Conpany did
comm ssion a conprehensi ve conventional generation
siting study from Power Engineers, Inc. which Staff
revi ewed and concl uded that the Conpany has done its
due diligence in evaluating the project's proposed
sites. Further, as M. VandeVelde testifies, the IRP
anal ysi s appropriately nodel ed new resources at an
aggregated pricing node since these projects are not
yet built and do not have an existing SPP pricing
node.

In addition, M. VandeVel de and
M. Hunphrey testifies that the projects will require
transm ssi on network upgrades, which will reduce
congestion. M. (Goggin generally contends that the
projects' costs are high, but nakes no conparison to
ot her gas plants being built today. For exanple,
M. Oson testifies that Basin Electric Power
Cooperative is constructing a natural gas-fuel ed
generation facility in North Dakota consisting of two
approxi mately 700 negawatt units at a hi gher cost
than the projects in this case.

M. Goggin next contends that the Conpany
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shoul d have conpared alternative resource generation

assets. As M. VandeVel de and M. Hunphrey explain

t he Conpany's continuing |IRP nodeling efforts
reflected inits 2024 IRP triennial report and

its 2025 I RP annual update in fact assessed a variety
of alternative resource generation plans including
batteries, wnd, and solar. The projects in this
case were found to be superior than those

al ternatives.

There's al so contention by Sierra Cub
that the Conpany shoul d be pursuing capacity
purchases instead of these projects. This Sierra
Cl ub position runs contrary to those of Staff and OPC
who generally believe that EMNVNshould be relying | ess
on the SPP whol esal e energy nmarket and nore on the
Conpany's own resources. As M. VandeVel de
testifies, the availability of capacity purchases is
al so not expected to continue given broader resource
adequacy issues faced by all SPP nenbers.

M. Goggins also nentions that there is
nati onwi de uncertainty regarding the onset of
| arge-l oad custoners, but as M. VandeVel de
testifies, EMN has taken a conservative approach in
pl anni ng for such custoners. The Conpany's 2025 IRP

annual update included only |arge-1load custoners
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al ready taking service or who are expected to sign

construction and service agreenents later this year.
As for Renew M ssouri's points of
di sagreenents which are altogether again directed at
the Tartan factors of economc feasibility and public
interest, its wtness, WIlliam"N ck" Jones contends
that in the | RP nodeling, natural gas prices have
been uncertain or are outdated. But EMNdid consider
and anal yze natural gas prices in its 2024 and 2025
| RP process. And as M. VandeVelde testifies, it
used the best available pricing forecast.
M. VandeVel de further testifies that the projects
were still identified in both the Conpany's 2024
preferred plan and in the 2025 annual | RP update.
Further, M. Hunphrey explains that EMNVis devel opi ng
a gas procurenent plan that will address these issues
and that the projects' advanced natural gas
generation technology wll reduce exposure to the
vol atility of natural gas spot prices.
M. Jones contends that the Conpany
shoul d be using battery storage instead of these
natural gas units, but as M. VandeVel de and
M. Hunphrey both testify, batteries were eval uated
t hr oughout the Conpany's 2024 and 2025 | RP processes.

They were not selected in the Conpany's preferred
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pl an because they are not as economcally feasible

and not as prudent a choi ce considering technol ogy
these days is of a shorter duration term Batteries
are not producers of energy. They store energy. And
at this tine the Conpany needs generation. However,
M . VandeVel de has testified that EMNVis commtted to
continuing to study battery energy storage systens
and their feasibility as |onger duration storage
options becone avail able at a conpetitive cost.

M. Jones contends that the Conpany
shoul d be eval uati ng expanded custoner subscription
prograns as a conplenent to new natural gas
generation. But as M. Gunn explains, the Conpany
has al ready evaluated and is inplenenting several
renewabl e energy resource custoner subscription
progr ans.

Finally, left for briefing is the
deci si onal prudence issue. And none of the parties
have offered in their prefiled testinony evidence on
the record as a whole which rebuts the Conm ssion's
establ i shed prudence presunption or standard. This
is alegal issue. W'IIl take it up further in the
briefing, but to the extent that the Conm ssion has
questions on this issue for the Conpany, M. @Qnn

wi Il be available to answer those questions today.
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I n conclusion, the opposing argunents of

Sierra Cub and Renew M ssouri are not supported by
sufficient evidence and fail to address what

Sout hwest Power Pol e calls our generational challenge
which is a report issued in June 2024 and attached to
M. VandeVel de's direct testinony as Schedule 1. SPP
has called for nore dispatchable generation to
address the increasing demand for electricity when
the wwnd is not blow ng and the sun is not shining.
This need is especially acute as we face an increase

I n extrene weat her events that cause grid
energencies, tight operating conditions, and risk to
human heal th and safety. Evergy has taken steps to
answer this call. In this case EMN has satisfied the
requi rements of the Comm ssion's CCN rules and the
Tartan factors, has established that granting the CCN
IS necessary and convenient for the public interest,
and has established on the record that the Conpany's
decision to seek these CCNs is prudent. Thank you
very much.

JUDCGE HATCHER: Thank you, Counsel. Are
there any questions fromthe Comm ssion? Thank you.
Next for opening statenents we have MECG

MR, OPITZ: Your Honor, | don't have an

openi ng statenent, only to say that MECGis a
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signatory to the stipulation agreenent that was filed

today, and | ask that the Conm ssion issue an order
approving that. Thank you.

JUDGE HATCHER: Thank you. And we nove
to Staff.

MR. PRINGE. Thank you, Judge. My it
pl ease the Comm ssion. Chair Hahn, Conm ssioners,
Judge Hatcher, ny nane is Travis Pringle and with
Al exandra Kl aus and Andrea Hansen, we represent Staff
inthis matter. After review ng Evergy M ssouri
West's filed materials, issuing approxi mtely 80-plus
data requests, attending neetings, calls and
conferences, and submtting its recommendati on report
and other testinony in this matter, Staff has
recogni zed areas of agreenent and di sagreenment with
other the parties and the Conpany as noted by
Evergy's counsel .

As a result of talks Staff reached a
nonunani nous agreenent with the Conpany and MECG t hat
resolved the majority of the issues in this matter.
Staff recommends the Comm ssion approve that
agreenent. However, if the Conmm ssion were to not
approve that agreenent, Staff would recommend t hat
t he Comm ssion approve the CCN with the conditions

that are outlined wwthin Staff's reconnmendation in
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this matter.

That being said, the one issue that
Staff has before you today regards the request
for decisional prudence under Conm ssion
rule 20 CSR 4240-20. 045, Section 2C. As Evergy's
counsel noted in that stipulation and agreenent the
parties have agreed to brief that issue. However, J
Luebbert who sponsored Staff's anal ysis regardi ng
deci sional prudence is available today if the
Comm ssi oner were to have any questions for him
regarding Staff's position.

Just as a short kind of summary of where
Staff is at on that, Staff recomends the Conm ssion
reject Evergy M ssouri West's request for decisional
prudence. Wile Staff does concl ude that additional
capacity is effectively a necessity because the |ack
of a service is such an inconveni ence, the economc
anal yses provided by Evergy M ssouri Wst are flawed
and deciding to nove forward with the projects based
upon the results of such anal ysis introduces
unnecessary risk for ratepayers. And though the
agreenent resolves the issues surroundi ng approval of
the CCN for the projects, the uncertainty surroundi ng
econom c feasibility cuts a different way for Staff

and so Staff recomends that the Comm ssion deny the
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request for decisional prudence. That'll be further
outlined in the brief that will be submtted after
this hearing.

Also, if there are there any questions
for M. Luebbert regarding Staff's analysis, he is
here today to answer those questions. |If you have
anything for nme, |'mhappy to answer anything at this
tine.

JUDGE HATCHER: Questions? Go ahead,
Chair.

QUESTI ONS
BY CHAI R HAHN:
Q |s M. Luebbert the appropriate witness on

econom c feasibility?

A He is one of them yes.
Q Anyone el se?
A Justin Tevie, Francisco Del Pozo, and

Shawn Lange had a little bit.
CHAI R HAHN:  Thank you.
MR. PRINGLE: You're wel cone.
QUESTI ONS
BY JUDGE HATCHER:
Q And one quick follow up. Wich wtness
woul d be the nost appropriate on the cost estinates

for each plant?
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A. The cost estinmates, | believe that woul d

be best for either Shawn Lange or M. Brodrick
Ni enei er.

JUDGE HATCHER: Thank you. And those two
names weren't in the email that we sent around for
potential witnesses. |If they're listening up in
their offices, perhaps they could nake their way down
shortly.

MR. PRINGLE: | can al so make sure that
they are on their way down.

JUDGE HATCHER: Thank you, M. Pringle.
Let's nove to Ofice of Public Counsel.

MR WLLIAMS: My it please the
Comm ssion. Nathan WIIians appearing on behal f of
the public and the O fice of Public Counsel. Public
Counsel is supportive of granting a certificate in
this case because Public Counsel believe that Evergy
M ssouri West for a long tine should have been addi ng
nore to its generation fleet. [It's finally doing so.
As you can tell fromour testinony, a | ot of our
I ssues are really not directed to granting the
certificate per se as nuch as pointing out potenti al
rate inpacts in the future. W're going undoubtedly
in a future rate case be pursuing disall owances based

upon timng and what re -- potentially even what
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resources were put I nto pI ace.

We're not contesting that at this point
in time under the current circunstances that these
resources are inappropriate. W're not opposing the
stipulation and agreenent in this case.

We do oppose the Commi ssion's -- well,

t he Conpany's request for the Comm ssion to find
deci sional prudence in this case. W don't think
that's appropriate for a certificate case at all. |
nmean, the statutory |anguage is necessary or

conveni ent, which the Courts have said necessary and
convenient and if set, essentially public's better
off if the thing is done than if it is not done. W
agree that it is better that these plants are built,
but not at this point in tine.

But we don't see any need for the
Comm ssion to address decisional prudence in the
future. W anticipate it nay be sonething that the
utility will attenpt to raise as sone kind of a bar
in a future rate case or sone other future
proceedi ng, and we don't view that as appropri ate.

O course, our witness is Jordan Seaver if you have
any questions of him

JUDCGE HATCHER: Thank you, M. WIIians.

Are there any questions? Go ahead, Chair.
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QUESTI ONS
BY CHAI R HAHN:

Q M. WIIlians, based upon what you j ust
said in opening statenent, |I'mcurious as to why the
Public Counsel is not a signatory to the agreenent.

A It's principally over the -- | would say
it's principally over the potential of the Conm ssion
I ssuing sone finding of prudency, decisional
prudence.

Q But that isn't part of the stipulation and
agreenent. The stipulation and agreenent | eaves that
outside of this stipulation for the Comm ssion
determ nation. Correct?

A. It -- it doesn't take it off the table.

It leaves it for the Comm ssion to decide. That iIs

correct.
Q Ckay. Thank you
A. | -- I think it likely we would have

signed on had that been sonething that the Conpany
had gi ven up.

CHAI R HAHN:  Thank you.

JUDGE HATCHER: Any further questions for
M. WIliams? Thank you, sir.

MR WLLIAMS: Thank you.

JUDGE HATCHER: And now for Renew
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M ssouri .

M5. MERS: N cole Mers with Renew
Mssouri. | wll waive ny opening. W had discussed
with the Conpany the ability of Renew M ssouri to
brief its issues and so we don't want to further
burden the record. However, we can nake our w tness
Ni ck Jones avail able tonorrow norning if the
Comm ssi on does have questions for him Thank you.

JUDGE HATCHER: Thank you. | appreciate
that, Ms. Mers. And let's nove to Sierra d ub.

MS. RUBENSTEIN: May it please the
comm ssion. Good afternoon. |'m Sarah Rubenstein
with Great Rivers Environnental Law Center, and |
represent Sierra Club in this matter. Sierra C ub
respectfully asks the Conm ssion to deny the
requested Certificates of Conveni ence and Necessity
for the Viola, McNew, and Mullin Creek projects.

In this proceeding Sierra C ub has
submtted the testinony of M chael Goggin who has
previously testified before this Conm ssion and ot her
utility commssions. M. (Goggin nakes two core
findings that | want to enphasize here. First, that
the gas generators are proposed for sites that are
al ready today experiencing severe transmssion grid

congestion. Second, that Evergy has failed to
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appropriately evaluate in its nodeling the ability of

t hese proposed gas plans to earn revenues in the SPP
energy market given the congested state of the grid
at the proposed | ocations. Conbined, these two
findings denonstrate that Evergy has not net its
burden to show buil ding these gas-burning resources
at the proposed site is a cost effective use of
consuner noney.

M. Goggin and Sierra Cub recomend that
before any CCN is granted in this case that Evergy be
required to account for grid stability at the precise
| ocati ons of the proposed plants and updat ed
nodel i ng.

Last, | woul d observe that these
transm ssi on congestion and nodeling issues are
somewhat technical and invite the conmm ssioners and
judge to ask M. Goggin any questions that you m ght
have. And we can nake hi m avail abl e either today or
tonorrow via renote testinony for questions. Thank
you.

JUDGE HATCHER:  Thank vyou,

Ms. Rubenstein. Are there any questions? Thank you.
Appreciate it.
Ckay. W're at a crossroads, Counsel ors.

My inclination is to call the witnesses fromthe
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short list in our enmail. W had a list of five

nanes. And it sounds |i ke we m ght be adding two or
three Staff wtnesses that we just discussed. Are
there any objections to proceeding in that manner?

MR. PRINGLE: And to clarify, Judge
Hat cher, that was fromthe email to the parties
yesterday with that list?

JUDGE HATCHER: Yes. Oh, I'msorry. It
woul d be Conpany wi tnesses and then Staff w tnesses.
| have VandeVel de, Gunn, Tevie, Luebbert, Bolin, and
then probably --

MR. PRINGLE: | think for economc
feasibility it would be M. Del Pozo and M. Lange.
And for cost, M. Lange and M. Nieneier.

JUDCGE HATCHER: Yeah

MR, STEINER  And, Judge, that's for
comm ssi oner questions only. R ght? The parties
agreed to do it on all on the briefs. W may have
foll ow up dependi ng on the questions, but we're
not -- we're not going to start -- start wth cross
on the witnesses. That was ny understandi ng.

JUDGE HATCHER: | like that shortcut, but
| was willing to go the long way around to nake sure
that, for the record, we preserved everyone's ability

for cross-examnation if they wanted to. But |I'm
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happy to junp right in and we'll see what

conm ssi oner questions we have. M. WIIians.

MR WLLIAMS: Judge, | believe all the
parties have waived cross, at |east until after
comm ssi oner questi ons.

JUDCE HATCHER: Excellent. Then we w |
start right in with conm ssioner questions.

M. VandeVel de, woul d you pl ease cone to the w tness
st and.

(Wtness sworn).

CODY VANDEVELDE,
the wi tness, having been first duly sworn,
testified as foll ows:

JUDCGE HATCHER: Thank you. Please go
ahead and have a seat. And would you state and spell
your nanme for the court reporter.

THE WTNESS: Yes. Cody VandeVel de,
C-o-d-y, V-a-n-d-e-v-e-1-d-e.

JUDCGE HATCHER: Thank you. 1'Ill open

this up for any questions of the conm ssioners.

QUESTI ONS
BY CHAI R HAHN:
Q Good afternoon
A Good afternoon.
Q M. VandeVel de, you did the |IRP nodeling
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that was used in the CCN case. Right?

A Yeah. M/ -- ny teanis responsible for
t hat, yes.

Q The openi ng counsel suggested that you
took a conservative approach to nodeling | arge-| oad
custoners. Can you speak to that approach?

A Sure. We have what we've artfully terned

the large pipeline of potential |arge-load custoners.
Over the last year or so we've formalized how we

I ntake those custoners, the process in which we think
about them and plan for themthroughout the conpany
over the various different operational aspects of

pl anni ng, whet her that be generation planning or grid
pl anni ng, even -- even tariff planning as -- as

you' ve seen filings represent. As we've thought
about that, we have not thought it appropriate to

I nclude the full pipeline of custoners into our
generation planning. Very -- you know, it's unlikely
that the full pipeline will materialize wthin our
service territory.

And so what we've done is, of course any
custonmer that has signed on and is receiving service,
we include in the |load forecasting. And then any
potential custoners that we are in advanced

negoti ati ons have submtted into the SPP to study the
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| oad addition of their specific project and expect to

sign a construction service agreenent in the very
near term we did include that into our 2025
I ntegrated resource planning as we | ooked at base
pl anni ng nodel s and sel ecting a preferred pl an.
In addition to that we did run alternative

resource plans within that IRP, the '25 annual
update, to |look at various |evels of increnental
| arge-1 oad custoners above what we considered kind of
I n-base plan. And even included what we thought was
the nost |ikely next specific custoner-inforned
project as a -- as an alterative resource plan that
we coul d consider as a contingency plan if
negoti ati ons and progress wth that project were to
materialize and nove forward.

Q Can you tell nme how many gigawatts in your
| arge-1 oad custoner pipeline did you -- that you
i ncluded in your preferred plan and then that next

batch you basically said in your first alternative

pl an?
A Yeah. For M ssouri West specifically the
| arge-l oad custoner that is being -- has been

submtted for study at SPP has yet to start to take
service or formalize a construction service

agreenent. It was just north of 400 negawatts peak
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| oad. And then the -- the next |arge custoner was

actually north of 900 negawatts.
Q And in your preferred plan, how many
nmegawatts or gigawatts did you include of your total

pi peline in your preferred plan?

A. For M ssouri West specifically?
Q Yeah, for M ssouri West.
A | s your question -- are you asking of --

of large-load custoners that are currently taking
service as well or just --

Q |"mtrying to get at how big is the
pi pel i ne and how nuch of the pipeline is nodeled in
your preferred plan.

A Yeah. Qur overall footprint pipeline is
near 12 gigawatts. | don't have off the top of ny
head how that allocates across the different
utilities. | believe the Mssouri West pipeline,
subject to check, is -- is sonewhere in the three to
five gigawatt range of potential custoners in that
jurisdiction. O that we included about 400
negawatts in the Mssouri West '25 | RP.

Q So it's safe to say that there's quite a
bit of load that still hasn't been accounted for in
your resource planning?

A There is -- yes, there is. That is
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correct.

CHAIR HAHN: That's all. Thank you.

THE W TNESS: Yeah, you're wel cone.

JUDCGE HATCHER: Any ot her conm ssi oner
gquestions? Hearing none, let's go to the parti es.
Let ne check ny cheat sheet for cross-exam | wll
start wth MECG M. Qpitz?

MR OPITZ: No, your Honor.

JUDGE HATCHER: No questions. For Staff,
M. Pringle?

MR. PRINGLE: No questions. Thank you,
Judge.

JUDCGE HATCHER: Thank you. M. WIllians
for Public Counsel ?

MR WLLIAVMS: Thank you.

CRCSS- EXAM NATI ON
BY MR W LLI AVS:
Q You renmenber the 400 negawatt and the 900

nmegawatt figures you stated?

A Yep.

Q Are those imedi ate or are those ranp up
or --

A. That woul d be --

Q -- 1s there sone tine at which you achi eve

that 400 and 900 negawatt | evel ?

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required Nevada Registration #116F. LEXITAS
www.lexitaslegal.com California Firm Registration #179




© 00 N oo o b~ w N Pk

N N NN NN R R R R R R R R R
g A W N P O © W N O O M W N B O

Evidentiary Hearing May 29, 2025

) Page 33
A. Yeah. It wouldn't be an overnight from

zero to 400. It would take sone |level of ranp. And
so what we included into the planning was the
custonmer-i nformed expectation of -- of their timng
to ranp to those | evels, those peak |evels.

Q And what kind of tinme frane is it?

A | would say generally, this is, you know,
of nost of the large-load custoners in our pipeline
are ranping, you know, it takes them anywhere from
probably two to four years. |It's a rough estimate,
you know, depending on size and -- and type of
custonmer, but it is certainly not an overnight or
even within a couple of nonths' tine frane.

Q And the 400 and the 900 negawatt are those
nore certain than the, |I think you said 3 to 5
gi gawatt pi peline?

A Yeah. So we believe the 400 negawatt is
the nost certain of that pipeline; that's why we
chose to include that into the base planning. That's
the one that we've submtted to SPP for | oad
connection studi es and expect to sign construction
service agreenents later this year.

Thereafter, you know, none of them | would
say are as far into the process as that one, and, you

know, it's part of the reason why we did not include
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t hem | do believe that the next custoner that we

listed in our alternative resource plan in the IRPis
the next nost likely custoner to nove forward and to
be, you know, eventually noved into base planning
assunpti ons.

And then thereafter, right, it's al nost --
think of it as a queue position. Everything beyond
that is kind of later in the line in the queue and so
we have | ess certainty on those custoners.

Q So would it be fair to say that the three
to five gig is nore potential |oad or potenti al
additional load in SPP, not -- there's less certainty
about it. Right?

A Yeah. | think it's all potential. The
difficult thing about planning for a |load of this
sizeis it's hard to plan four or five gigawatts all
at one tinme. So you al nbst have to stack themup in
a line and consider the potential solutions and the
I nplications of each custonmer sequentially. And so,
you know, it's not to say that any project is
necessarily nore viable than the other, but at sone
poi nt we have to, you know, put themin |line and
understand them and study them sequentially. And
there can be sone parallel path, but certainly the

|oad that is further in |[ine has been | ess

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required Nevada Registration #116F. LEXITAS
www.lexitaslegal.com California Firm Registration #179



© 00 N oo o b~ w N Pk

N N NN NN R R R R R R R R R
g A W N P O © W N O O M W N B O

Evidentiary Hearing May 29, 2025

Page 35
scrutini zed and put through the conpany's process.

It isn't quite as far through the process yet and
so there's still work to do to understand how it
mght -- the inplications to the systemand to
generation and transm ssi on pl anni ng.

MR WLLIAMS: Thank you for the
clarifications.

JUDGE HATCHER: Thank you, M. WIIians.
That will take us to Renew M ssouri. M. Mers?

M5. MERS: No questions, thank you.

JUDGE HATCHER: Thank you. And that
takes us to Sierra Cub. M. Rubenstein?

M5. RUBENSTEIN: No questions, thank you.

JUDGE HATCHER: Thank you.
M. VandeVel de -- sorry, | just nuted nyself.
M. VandeVel de, thank you. | appreciate it. You are
excused fromthe witness stand. The Comm ssi on woul d
like to call up M. Kevin Gunn please. Thank you,
sir.

(Wtness sworn).

KEVI N GUNN,
the w tness, having been first duly sworn,

testified as foll ows:

JUDGE HATCHER: Thank you. Please state

and spell your last -- your nanme for the record
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pl ease.

THE W TNESS: Kevin Gunn, G u-n-n,
K-e-v-i-n G u-n-n.

JUDCGE HATCHER: Thank you, sir. W wll
junmp right in. Are there any conm ssioner questions

for M. @nn? Chair Hahn.

QUESTI ONS
BY CHAI R HAHN:
Q Good afternoon
A Good afternoon.
Q In your testinony you highlighted the

Comm ssion rul e on deci sional prudence which says --
and you can refer to your own testinony; | don't have
your testinony marked. You mght have it commtted
to nenory, but it says, In determ ning whether to
grant a Certificate of Conveni ence and Necessity, the
Comm ssion may, by its order, make or construct --
nmake a determ nation of the prudence of the decision
to operate or construct an asset subject to the
Comm ssion's subsequent review of costs and
applicable tinelines.

My question is on cost and applicable
timelines. There are appropriate cost estinmates that
are in the stipulation and agreenent and there's

terns for if Evergy goes over those costs how the

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required Nevada Registration #116F. LEXITAS
www.lexitaslegal.com California Firm Registration #179



© 00 N oo o b~ w N Pk

N N NN NN R R R R R R R R R
g A W N P O © W N O O M W N B O

Evidentiary Hearing May 29, 2025

Page 37
Conpany has to conme in the next rate case and show

that those are reasonabl e and prudent or that burden
Is on the Conpany to do so. M question is the rule
says review of costs and applicable tinelines. It
doesn't say cost overruns or cost above. It says
costs, which in ny mnd neans all costs. How do you
interpret the rule and do you interpret the rule to
nmean all costs are subject to reviewin a rate case
under the rule or only costs above those that are
listed in the CCN or in the agreenent?
A So if we're tal king about executi onal

prudence, right, so if we're tal king about dollars,

dollars spent during the -- during the tineline or
the construction tinme, | think each one of those
costs can be -- can be revi ewed. | don't think

there's a threshold necessarily. Because, for
exanple, if you -- if you have a gas turbine that you
over -- you overspend, even though that the total

proj ect cost cones under that cost estinate because

you' ve nmade it up sonewhere else, | think the
Comm ssion still has the ability to review that
particul ar cost overrun if you will or increased cost

to determ ne whether it was prudent or not.
Now, there may be a | ot of reasons why

it's prudent and | think what -- what you'll
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probably find is that, you know, nost of those

decisions are -- are prudent or at |east not harnful
because you're -- you're within the cost estinate.
But in ternms of the Commssion's ability to -- to
revi ew t hose individual expenditures and nmake the
determ nation as to whether each one of those is
prudent, | think the Conmm ssion definitely has that
power to do so.

Q So just to be clear, your interpretation
of the rule is that even if the Conm ssion were to
grant deci sional prudence in this CCN case, the
Comm ssion has the full right to review all costs
associated with building these facilities in the --
in a future rate case?

A Yes. So |l -- 1 don't believe that if they
grant deci sional prudence, that they -- that then
soneone can cone back and say, Ch, well, it was a bad
idea at the tinme so the entire project costs need to
be disallowed. | think that's what the Comm ssion is
ruling on in terns of decisional prudence. They're
saying that everything that was known at the tine,
this was a good idea at the tine so we're not going
to cone back because of any subsequent inter --

I nterveni ng events which say, Ch, you guys should

have gone with solar or you should have gone with
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nucl ear or you shoul d have gone wth sonething el se

so therefore the costs are gone. | don't -- | think
the grant of decisional prudence takes that off the
board. But other than that, they can review
expenditures. They have -- they have the power. And
the parties have the power to point out those --
those cost increases or things that they believe
shoul d be di sal | owed.

Q Thank you. [|'mgoing to keep goi ng on
this for just a second.

A Sur e.

Q Sonme of the points that |'ve heard
di scussed have been |ike, you know, act of God or
prices for certain turbines or certain construction
costs go significantly higher, SPP and/or connection
costs or transm ssion upgrades, you nane it,
I ncrease 25 percent, 50 percent. And sone of the
guestions have been |ike, Wll, does the prudence
determ nation still apply and do you have to cone
back to the Conm ssion.

Based on your interpretation of decisional
prudence, again, would you think that the Conpany
woul d then still bear the burden of proof of show ng
that those costs are reasonable in a future rate case

I f they decided to proceed under increased cost
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envi ronment ?

A For those particular costs, yes. The
whol e poi nt of decisional prudence is is that you
don't go back and | ook at those intervening events.
That's -- that's not the standard, right, because
it's did you make a good deci si on based on everything
that you knew at the time. And in ny opinion there's
no better tinme to do that than now. Because the
danger that you start | ooking back and start making
j udgnments on -- on whether you should have proceeded
with the project because of intervening, the danger's
pretty high based -- based on sonmehow requesti oni ng
the decision to nove forward at the tine.

So, but that doesn't nean that those
I ntervening events can't be viewed. And if we're
acting in a prudent manner as the Conpany, we shoul d
be working wwth the parties that if those -- if those
costs get to the point where the original decision or
t here becones an inflection point about when you need
to proceed or not, we should be collaborating with
the parties and understanding that there will --
there could be a point with those intervening events
that we need to stop working or pivot to another
proj ect.

And that's kind of the point of sone of
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the conditions that we agreed to which tal ked about

quarterly reporting and nmaking sure the parties

are -- know what those costs are. There are sone
triggers in there that say if a -- if a particular
cost goes high, we will -- we will let the Conm ssion

or we'd let the Staff and the signatories know. And
all of that is designed to nake sure that we are
make -- havi ng good deci sion nmaki ng al ong the way.
But none of that inpacts whether or not the decision
was a good idea at the tine to proceed with the

proj ect.

Q Thank you for clarifying. | think you
m ght have stated it in your testinony, that based
upon the Conpany's position of decisional prudence,
it's what you knew at the tine that the CCN was
requested and granted, which is what you knew
Novenber 15th of 2024 or whatever date is agreed to.
It's what you knew at the tinme and it has nothing to
do with future costs being revi ened.

A Correct. | nean, there's an infinite
nunber of intervening events that coul d happen from
here on out. Sone of it you try to anticipate, sone
of which you -- there's no way you can anti ci pate.
|"m-- you know, imagine a tariff being put on and

then two weeks later, a tariff being taken off. |

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required Nevada Registration #116F. LEXITAS
www.lexitaslegal.com California Firm Registration #179




© 00 N oo o b~ w N Pk

N N NN NN R R R R R R R R R
g A W N P O © W N O O M W N B O

Evidentiary Hearing May 29, 2025

. Page 42
nmean, that's -- those are -- those are things that

are al nost inpassible to be able to determ ne. So
when you' re | ooki ng at whether the project was good
to nove forward at the tinme, you | ook at what the
Conpany knew at the tine they nmade that deci sion.

CHAI R HAHN:  Thank you.

JUDCGE HATCHER: Thank you, Chair. Are
there any ot her comm ssioner questions for Wtness
@Gunn? Gkay. Thank you. | do have a few.

THE W TNESS: Ckay.

QUESTI ONS

BY JUDCGE HATCHER:

Q In your direct testinony you nentioned the
deci si onal prudence that the Comm ssion granted for
t he CCN of Dogwood Energy Facility. 1'd like to talk
about that for a few m nutes. Was Dogwood Ener gy
Facility around in producing for approximately 20
years by the tinme that Evergy applied for its CCN?
|s that correct?

A It was. It was an existing facility.

Q Does that nean that Evergy had several
years worth of Dogwood's revenue and operational cost

information at the tinme of its application?

A It would have, yes.
Q And woul d Evergy al so have had i nformation
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on Dogwood's SPP di spatch history, net capacity

factors, and heat rate efficiency? It could have
assessed all of those things also. Correct?

A Correct.

Q s any of that infornmation avail able on
the three proposed natural gas producers?

A. Well, it's not because these are new --
these are new facilities, but | don't believe that
that information materially affects whether -- how
you deci de decisionally prudent. You may have better
information at the tine that we had Dogwood because
you have all of this historic thing, but decisional
prudence, when we were going to cone -- when we woul d
come back to the Conm ssion and ask for Dogwood to be
put into rates after the CCN was granted, all that
hi storical would have flowed into what the -- what
t he Conpany knew at the tinme that they applied for
t he CCN

So what ever information was provi ded
before, what that information doesn't give you is it
doesn't give you insight as to subsequent events in
between the tine that you ask for the CCN and the
time that it cones into rates that woul d then be back
and reflect on whether it was a good idea to request

a CCN at the tinme that we cane in to request the CCN
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Q How nmany ot her cases has Evergy requested
deci si onal prudence on?

A |"mnot sure. | could ook -- we could
find that out for you. | don't know. | don't think
it's very many because | think it's only been
recently that the Conmm ssion's entertained granting
deci si onal prudence at the CCN | evel .

Q You only cited Dogwood case. Do you have
ot her citations?

A | don't know. Like |I said, |I don't know.
| f we have asked for it previously, | will find -- we
will find that out and provide that to the
Conmmi ssi on.

Q |'d like to talk about that materi al
change you and the Chair were discussing. |If there's
a material change after -- after today and before

first quarter of 2027 when let's say construction is
going to start that there is a nagical electric
generation inprovenent, sonebody figured out cold
fusion. And wouldn't a de -- a finding of decisional
prudence by the Conm ssion now nean that Evergy woul d
still have the authority and the prudence approval to
build those three natural gas plants and conpletely

i gnore the brand-new technol ogy which it coul d have

transitioned and built those cold fusion plants
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instead, for a wild exanple?

A. Wll, I -- 1 think that while we woul d
have the authority to build, the question would then
come in if we overpaid for other conponents during
t he execution of that based on those intervening
events. But that's not a -- that's not a dec -- in
my mnd that's not a decisional prudence deci sion.

We absolutely would still -- because at the tine that
we filed the application that was not known to the
Conpany. And the standard is at the tinme that you
knew what the -- the -- you knew at the tinme you cane
in for the application for the CCN. |f subsequent

t hi ngs happen that make ot her decisions executionally
I nprudent, | think the Comm ssion would have the
ability to reviewthat.

Q But | want to say that the previous
deci sions have not tied it to the date that the
application was filed, but the tinme when the decision
was made, which can vary. And so I'mtrying to pin
that down. Tonorrow cold fusion is invented and now
you have 12 nonths at | east before construction
starts. Wth a finding of decisional prudence what

woul d stop Evergy from constructing those plants and

swtching to the -- the new invented cold fusion
pl ant s?
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A. | think that the risk that the Conm ssi on

woul d say that any purchase, any executional purchase

that was different would -- was -- would be

I nprudent .
Q So --
A | think you're -- go ahead, |I'msorry.
Q -- if the Comm ssion can say, Wll, any

purchase it can nmake is now going to be inprudent,
even though we al ready gave you the deci si onal
prudence, then what value is there in the decisional
prudence finding?

A. Well, first of all | think your
hypot hetical is unlikely to happen, so, the ability
to bring such a new technol ogy to market to nake
t hese projects so amazingly i nprudent as you woul dn't
want to build. But | would also say that there --
that we have an obligation to serve, right. So we
have an obligation to build. So even if -- even if
we're using a different technol ogy, even if natural
gas were to go away tonorrow and we needed to build a
pl ant, a, you know, a nuclear plant very, very

qui ckly, that obligation to serve could trunp any --

the i nprudency or could turn what |ook -- may | ook

i ke an increased cost or a -- into a -- into a

prudent -- a prudent decision based on -- but based
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on obligation to serve and provide safe and reliable

servi ce.

So that to ne trunps all of -- all of the
other conditions. So | think -- | think the scenario
that you're saying is is that basically in between
the tinme, you know, for the -- for the very short
period of tinme that we are actually putting steel in
the ground up and to the point that we're done. But
there are other costs that are associated with that.
There are -- there are prelimnary costs, there's
engi neering costs, there's construction costs,
there's -- there's other -- other investnents that
we've made in order to do that.

And | think that that -- again, what -- if
you had such a material change, it was so nonunent al
that -- that would cause these issues to arise, that
we have conditions in the stipulation and agreenent,
and it would be a mstake for us not to collaborate
with Staff, not collaborate with the stakehol ders,
not to do that internal review to make sure that we
were -- we were ultimately doing the right thing on a
goi ng forward basi s.

But | do think there is a |ine of
demar cati on of when we nmade the decision to nove

forward and request the CCN and if the Conm ssion
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grants that CCN, then you're not fighting over the

sane real estate twice. You're not going back and
you're not -- and that's really what -- what we're
gaining is is what -- is the parties don't have the
ability to cone in and say, You should have used a
different technology, three years into construction
or two years into construction and so every single
cost should be disallowed or the project, total

proj ect cost should be disallowed froma proform
st andpoi nt just should be tossed out. | think you
have to have an anal ysis from an executi onal
standpoint after the CCN has been granted in order to
det er m ne whet her the Conpany acted inprudently
nmoving -- on a noving-forward basi s.

Under your scenario, the Conm ssion nay
very well find that we did. Again, | find that
scenario to be unlikely because of where we are in
ternms of the build cycles and where we're noving
f orwar d.

But there is a distinct |ine of
demarcation with decisional prudence about whether or
not the Conm ssion agreed that the -- that at the

time that the decision was made, that the Conpany was

maki ng a good decision. And by the way, | don't even
think it has to be the best deci sion. | think it has
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to be -- there is a standard about whether it is a --

whether it fulfills the needs or -- or satisfies the
Tartan factors in order to grant the CCN. | don't
think it has to be -- you know, there nay be ot her
alternatives that may give you a CCN as well, but |

t hi nk that once the Comm ssion nakes t hat

determ nation, then -- then there really isn't a
backwar d- | ooki ng view fromthe Comm ssion to knock
out that project.

Q And following up on that, and | think
these are ny final two questions, then what woul d be
the distinction between granting the CCN w t hout
deci si onal prudence and granting the CCN with
deci si onal prudence?

A Well, first of all froma risk
perspective, we have now a -- the decision that the
Comm ssion said that the entire project being
disallowed is not -- is no longer at risk. Secondly,
| think that it is an acknow edgnent by the
Commi ssion that at the tinme that the decision was
made, that the decision was a good one and,
therefore, we currently granted the CCN and
deci sional prudence. And | think that has wei ght
nmovi ng forward.

We are still going to have to nmake sure
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that we operate and execute these builds in a manner

that is appropriate and prudent. But that -- there
iIs a difference between exam ni ng indivi dual
expenditures and then -- and goi ng back and fighting
over whether or not this was a good idea at the tine.
| personally believe that the parties are nuch better
off worried about the dollars that are being spent on
a -- on a particular project and being able to go

t hrough those and nmake sure that those are being
spent in a prudent manner than they are relitigating
a few years after the decision has been nade whet her
the original decision is a good one.

Q Thank you. And | believe this is going to
be ny |ast question. Has the Conpany eval uated the
possi bl e nerger of Evergy Metro and Evergy West as
far as these specific projects are concerned?

A Well, we're undergoing extension --
extensive jurisdictional consolidation undertaking.
W -- there is a Comm ssion docket, and we are having
meetings wth stakeholders. Qur first workshop |
think is June 6th. | think that one of the things
that we found in our initial discussion is that these
are very conplex issues and -- and the -- we're
| ooking at it, but | -- | don't think that that would

be resolved in tine to deal with the ownership
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i ssues.

| think part of the jurisdictional
consolidation issue wll be allocation of plants and
it -- and it mght nmake it easier, but | just, |
don't think the process will be able to have any sort
of real formation in -- both in terns of rate
consolidation, in terns of |egal consolidation,
i nclude financial consolidation, that that process
wi Il be able to have gotten through by the tinme we do

that. However, we are undergoing and if the process
makes the determ nation that -- that we could do
that, well, then, we'd certainly take a |l ook at it.
| don't expect it would.
JUDGE HATCHER:  Thank you. And
Comm ssi oner Kol kneyer ?
COW SSI ONER KOLKMEYER:  Thank you,
Judge.
QUESTI ONS
BY COWM SSI ONER KOLKMEYER
Q Good afternoon. Are any of the
percent ages of the ownership of these after you all
t ake possession, are any of those Evergy other
entities?
A. Sure. Fifty -- the two -- so a hundred
percent is Evergy Metro West. That's the Mullin
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Viola and McNew are 50 percent owned by

Evergy M ssouri West and then the other two are

all ocated to other Evergy entities. So one | think

| think they may both be from EKC -- EKC,

but | can verify that.

Are there any other parties that will own
No?

Not -- not right now It's 50 -- 50
to the -- they're all owned by Evergy --

Al owned --

-- jurisdictional entities.

COW SSI ONER KOLKMEYER: Ckay. Thank you.

THE W TNESS: Sure.

JUDCGE HATCHER: Any ot her conm ssi oner

guestions? Hearing none, let's throwit back to our

And we wll start with -- |'m seeing a head

No questions from MECG  That noves us to

M. Pringle for Staff.

MR. PRINGLE: Yes, Judge, thank you.
CROSS- EXAM NATI ON

BY MR PRI NGLE:

Good afternoon, M. Qunn.
Hel | o.

You recall discussing an inflection point

with Chair Hahn?
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A | do.

Q Has Evergy conduct anal yses for the cost
I ncreases for major conponents of construction that
could trigger what you terman inflection point?

A. Do you nean have we -- have we projected
or i magi ned possible scenarios in which those costs
woul d go up?

Q Yeah. Pretty nmuch any kind of analysis
about those costs.

A | nmean, we -- | think whenever you do
that, that -- sone of that goes into the cost
estimate; the known potentials go into the cost
estimate. | think we're nonitoring whatever --
what ever potentials may happen. And | think that
goes to sone of the conditions that we've agreed to
with Staff, that Staff asked for, that when sone of
t hose unknowns may occur, that we -- we consult with
you and we work through those -- that progress --
process together.

Q kay. So but, | guess as of now if that
anal ysis was conducted, it was subsuned by the cost
estimates pretty nuch?

A. | don't think that in between those cost
estimates that we put up that we have sone sort of

al ternate uni verse contingency plan that would
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change -- that we have nunbers surroundi ng those coz?654
esti mat es.

Q And then could the cost of gas
infrastructure and firmgas transn ssion
substantially inpact the econom cs of a given
proj ect ?

A. | think theoretically, yes.

Q And | guess sitting here today, do you
have any idea what those costs could possibly be?

A | don't, no. Soneone may, but | don't.

Q And do you agree that those costs could
vary by | ocation?

A | "' m sure they coul d.

Q And then kind of the sane question when it

conmes to SPP interconnection and network upgrades.
Could the cost of SPP interconnection and network
upgrades substantially inpact the economcs of a
gi ven project?

A O a given project, yes. | think we feel
pretty good that those estinmates on these particular
proj ects have been accounted for in our cost
estimates. The SPP process isn't -- isn't finished
yet, but | think that, you know, that we've accounted
for those anticipated one in these cost estimates.

Q Ckay. Because | don't think you -- the
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Conpany has accounted for what is known right now?

A. Well, they're estimtes, right.

Q Yeah.

A. | mean, you can't -- it's inherent in an
estimate that it's an estimte, but -- but we believe
that those -- at the conclusion of the SPP process,

t hese particul ar process, those costs are contai ned
in the cost estinates.

Q Does the Conpany have any idea of what
potentially increased costs there could be from SPP
I nt erconnecti on?

A. | don't. There -- there may be ot her
fol ks, but I can't speak to that.

Q And also simlar to gas infrastructure and

firmgas transm ssion, could those costs vary by

| ocati on?
A | m sure they coul d.
Q And are you aware of what cost threshold

of interconnection and network upgrades woul d

possi bly cause Evergy to reconsider these projects?
A. | don't -- | don't know, and | don't -- |

don't think that I -- | can say that because as |

said, at the tinme we have an obligation to serve.

So -- so even if -- even if they did affect cost

estimates, it wouldn't necessarily nean that the
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projects weren't continually -- aren't still prudent

or that they shouldn't -- they shouldn't nove ahead.
So | think that you have to take those circunstances
as they cone when they cone to nake that -- make that

det er m nati on.

So |l think that's a -- that's one of those
unknowns where you have to | ook at the nature -- the
nature of the -- of the increase and whet her that

does i npact whether these projects are needed ba --
on their cost. But | also believe that, as | said
before, at sone point obligation to serve and the
need to serve really kind of may override -- override
t hose costs.

You know, M SO had -- had rolling
bl ackouts over the -- over the weekend, right, and
that's not sonething that the Conpany wants -- wants
to have happen. So you want to make sure that
primarily you' re providing safe and reliable service.
And so fundanentally that is the decision-nmaking
process about whether you nove forward on the
project. You want to do it in a cost-effective
manner. You want to do it anong the | RP rul es that
determ ne what you want to do. But fundanentally
because we have an obligation to provide safe and

reliable service, that is the fundanental driver of
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whet her projects should nove forward or not.

Q So | guess just to find any kind of
definite threshold, it sounds like it would be, you
know, | guess to paraphrase, the Conpany wll know it

when it sees 1t?

A Well, it's not just us. | nean, | think
that the stakeholders will -- will do that. And
we've commtted to that in the -- in the stipulation
and agreenent. This is -- | don't think the Conpany

believes this is a we should go on it on our own,
right. W've -- we've had good di scussions about --
about at what point will this happen. | think
putting an arbitrary nunber on it is the sane as
trying to imagi ne a, you know, what -- or anticipate
a future event that may not have any rel evance.
Because a cost increase today may | ook very different
t hrough the -- through the course of this based on
ot her factors. So | --

MR. PRINGLE: Thank you for that,
M. @Qunn. Just one nonent. One nonent, Judge.

THE W TNESS: Sure.

MR, PRI NGE: Thank you for your tine,

M. @nn.
THE WTNESS: No probl em
MR. PRI NGLE: Judge Hatcher, no further
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quest 1 ONS.

JUDGE HATCHER: Thank you. M. WIIlians.
MR, WLLIAMS: At |east caused ne to have
maybe have a few, at |east one.
CROSS- EXAM NATI ON
BY MR W LLI AVS:

Q Do you renenber when you were tal king, you
said that prudent plant may not necessarily be the
best plant? Wat did you nean by that? You were
tal ki ng about a --

A No. | -- yeah. Wat | was tal ki ng about
with a CCN, right. | mean, | think that there are --
there are certain thresholds that you have to -- you
have to achieve to get a CCN, right. So -- so once
you hit the -- once you hit that -- those -- those
thresholds, right, then you're granted a -- you're
granted a CCN. Utimtely as -- as -- | don't think
It has to do --

Q You weren't tal king about deci sional
prudence?

A No. | was talk -- | said a -- as you
said, a prudent plant, right, doesn't nec -- it
doesn't have to be the perfect outcone. It doesn't
have to be the perfect outcone. It has to satisfy

the Tartan factors and it has to hit the standard to
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be a CCN -- to get a CCN.

Q "' mnot saying | disagree with you on
t hat .
A. Ckay.
Q But are you -- if the Conm ssion grants

deci si onal prudence, in your view for a particular

pl ant, does that nean sone party couldn't in a
subsequent rate case have the opportunity to put on
evi dence to show that an alternative plant woul d have
been cheaper and that rates should be based on the
cost of that plant as opposed to the one that was

actually built?

A | think that if you are asking for all of
the -- for the -- the entire cost plant to be
di sal | owed, yes, | do think decisional prudence

prevents that.

Q That wasn't the hypothetical | was putting
forward. It would be that the cost woul d be based
upon the hypothetical plant as opposed to the plant
as built.

A Right. So what you're saying is is that
all of the costs as opposed to a hypothetical plant
because there shoul d have been a different decision
made at the tinme the tinme the decision was made, | do

think that's prohi bited by decisional prudence.
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MR WLLIAMS: Thank you.

JUDGE HATCHER: Thank you, M. WIIians.
Ms. Mers?

M5. MERS: No questions, thank you.

JUDGE HATCHER Ms. Rubenstein?

M5. RUBENSTEIN: No questions, thank you.

JUDCGE HATCHER: Thank you. M. Gunn, you
are excused.

MR FI SCHER: Judge, could | ask for an
opportunity to follow up on the Comm ssion's
guestions?

JUDGE HATCHER: Yes, go ahead.

REDI RECT EXAM NATI ON
BY MR FI SCHER:

Q M. @nn, |I'd like to go back to a very
fundanmental question that Judge Hatcher raised and
ask you to give the Conm ssion the Conpany's view of
what does deci sional prudence give to the Conpany if
they decided to grant that pursuant to their rule.

A. Well, as | tried to explainis is that
what that neans is that the project was prudent at
the tinme that the decision was -- that the decision
to nove forward was prudent. And, therefore, the
project as a whole was -- it was prudent for the

Conpany to nove -- to nove forward with that project.
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Does not nean that they can then not take a | ook at
ot her expenditures executionally noving forward.

Q Wul d t he Conpany have a problemw th an
order that said it was decisionally prudent at the
tinme the order was issued based on everything that we

knew at that tine?

A. Not at all.
Q Do you agree that decisional prudence
i nvol ves the Conm ssion's determnate -- or

assessnent of the reasonabl eness of the Conpany's

decision at this point in tine based on what we know

t oday?
A Yes. | think that's the point.
Q s it different fromissues related to how

t he Conpany conpletes the construction of the

proj ect ?

A It's very different. It's very --

Q Wul d - -

A -- different.

Q Wul d you explain that?

A Well, as | tried to say is that once the
decision -- once the decision to nove forward is

made, we have a responsibility in order to make sure
that the expenditures and the manner in which we

construct is prudent. And there may be indivi dual
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I nstances where -- where there should be an

eval uation by the Conm ssion as to whether or not

I ndi vi dual expenditures are -- were prudent or not.
That is -- that is on a -- on a dollar expenditure
basis; it's not on a project -- project basis. And |

t hink the Conm ssion always has the ability to go
back and | ook at those individual expenditures and
make the determ nation or at least review as to
whet her those expenditures and the manner in which
we're constructing it were appropriate.

Q | f the Conmm ssion granted deci sional
prudence, would that affect anybody's ability to | ook
at cost overruns or construction inefficiencies in
the future?

A. Not at all.

Q Whul d t hose kinds of questions be left for
a rate case in the future?

A. That woul d be the nost appropriate place
in my opinion to do that.

Q So is decisional prudence just based upon
what is known at the tinme the decision is nade to go
forward, not what could happen in the future, what
new t echnol ogi es are out there, or any other
i nefficiencies that the Conpany m ght experience?

A Yes. That's the point is that those
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sub -- it -- you don't look at hindsight. It is at
the time the decision was nade.

Q | f the Conmm ssion decided based on the
record today that it's the nbst reasonable way to go
forward is to grant a Certificate of Conveni ence and
Necessity, do you think it would keep a party from

goi ng back and saying, Well, you should have built

nucl ear ?

A Wll, it's a different question as to
whet her they can say that or not. | think the
parties are -- parties are allowed to nake argunents

as they want in a case. Wether or not the

Comm ssion would then entertain that, | think it
woul d be inappropriate for the Comnm ssion to
entertain that because of the de -- the issuance of

deci si onal prudence.

Q And |'d like to also follow up on the area
that -- | think you nentioned that the stakehol ders
will be continuing to review the process as it goes

forward. Wuld you expand on that and what the
stipulation is contenplating in that regard?

A. | don't have the stipulation in front of
me, but I wll tell you that | think that many of the
conditions, which | think were appropriate that were

requested fromthe other parties, is that there be
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reporting requirenents and -- both on -- on a regul ar

basi s based on issues that will affect -- that wll
potentially affect the cost of a plant. So the |arge
drivers of cost, there will be -- there will be
regul ar update reporting | think quarter -- on a
quarterly basis to all the parties. But also if
there are any individual triggering event were to
happen on one of those buckets, that there would be
sone -- that there would be sone triggering reporting
that woul dn't necessarily be subject to that -- to
that quarterly reporting.

The whole idea is is that we want to -- we
want to, | think appropriately requested by the
parties, to ensure transparency in the construction
of this because of sone of the concerns about the
unknowns that we are not surprising the parties when
those issues cone up and that we are providing
information so at the point in which there may be a
change -- change of filing in the IRP or sone other
thing, that it's not a surprise and that we can find
a col |l aborative path forward with all the parti es.

Q Do you also recall, and | can give you a
copy of the stip, that there is a provision that
i ndi cates that the Conpany wi |l bear the burden of

proof to show that any anmpunts that it incurs in
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excess of the estimates, that's going to be on our --
us to prove that?
A Correct. Typically the -- the -- there

Is a presunption of prudence. And | think that when
you' re | ooking at in excess of those costs, then it
woul d be our responsibility to cone in and
denonstrate how those are reasonabl e and prudent.
And the parties would all have the opportunity to
chal | enge that.

MR, FISCHER: | think that's all the
questions | have. Thank you.

JUDGE HATCHER: Thank you, M. Fischer.
Hearing nothing else, M. Gunn, you are excused.

THE W TNESS: Thank you, Judge.

JUDCGE HATCHER: And Wt ness Tevie?

MR, PRINGLE: Judge, actually I think it
may be a better idea to start wwth M. Lange and
M. Ni eneier because there nmay be certain cost
gquestions they' Il be punting to the economc team
so. |If we want to go ahead and get -- make sure we
cover all the costs.

JUDGE HATCHER: Okay. Let's --

MR. PRINGLE: M. Lange first actually.

JUDCGE HATCHER: M. Lange, cone on down.

(Wtness sworn).
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SHAWN LANGE,
the wtness, having been first duly sworn,
testified as foll ows:

JUDCGE HATCHER: Thank you. Pl ease go
ahead and have a seat and state and spell your nane
for the record.

THE WTNESS: M nane is Shawn E. Lange,
S-h-a-wn, E., L-a-n-g-e.

JUDCGE HATCHER: Thank you. Are there any
comm ssi oner questions for M. Lange? kay.

QUESTI ONS

BY JUDCGE HATCHER

Q Let's talk about -- you're here on the
estimated cost of the plants. Correct?

A | believe so.

Q That was the -- that was the nmajority of
your work on the Staff's recommendati on?

A. | did an executive summary that includes

sone of that i nformation.

Q Ckay.
A Most of ny testinony was regardi ng need.
Q Have you reviewed the cost estimates to

build the plant?

A. | have seen them | have -- | have | ooked
at them | have not done any analysis with them
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Q So you would not be able to tell ne if you
find those estimtes to be reasonabl e?
A Correct.
Q Ckay. How about the economc feasibility.

| s that an issue that you worked on?

A Yes, but partially. | believe |I have a
section regarding interconnection costs that was in
the economc feasibility section.

Q Sorry to junp around. Do you know whi ch
Wi tness did review the cost estimates or which Staff
menber ?

A. | think that would fit under the econom c
feasibility section. | would think M. Luebbert or
M. Del Pozo or M. Tevie.

JUDCGE HATCHER: kay. |'Il ask
comm ssioners one last tine, but | don't -- | don't
have any other questions. Are there any comm ssioner
questions for M. Lange?
COW SSI ONER M TCHELL: Just one.
QUESTI ONS
BY COW SSI ONER M TCHELL.:

Q You nention that you -- you | ooked at or
reviewed the interconnect costs. |s that right?
A. Yes.
Q And are those included, do you know i f
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they're included in the nunbers that have been shared

here?

A In -- | knowin Staff's report, | think
it's M. Tevie's portion. He does go into detail
about interconnection costs. M --

Q M. Tevie's portion?

A | believe so. M portion was nore
recomendi ng that reporting of the final costs.

COW SSI ONER M TCHELL: Thank you.

JUDGE HATCHER: |I'mnot sure if |
actually asked a substantive question, but | wll
throw that back out to the parties. This is a Staff
witness. W'Il start wth M. Wllians. D d you
have any questions for M. Lange?

MR WLLIAMS: | do not.

JUDGE HATCHER: Thank you, sir. And
M. OQpitz?

MR. OPITZ: No, thank you.

JUDCGE HATCHER: Thank you. That was a
no. For Evergy?

M5. WHI PPLE: No, thank you.

JUDGE HATCHER: And Ms. Mers?

M5. MERS: No, thank you.

JUDGE HATCHER: And Ms. Rubenstein?

MS. RUBENSTEIN: No, thank you.
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JUDCGE HATCHER: Thank you all. rage
M. Lange, | appreciate you nmaki ng yourself avail abl e
on short notice and com ng on down. You are excused
fromthe w tness stand.

MR. PRINGLE: And, Judge Hatcher, | think
M. N eneier's about inline wwth what M. Lange had
for cost estimates, so | would recommend just novi ng
on to econonic feasibility team They probably woul d
have the best answers to your question regarding
cost .

JUDGE HATCHER: Excellent. 1'll take a
suggestion, M. Tevie or M. Del Pozo.

MR, PRINGLE: M. Tevie's already
st andi ng up.

JUDCGE HATCHER: Excellent. Cone on down
to the wwtness stand. W'Il|l get you sworn in, sir.
Thank you. And while he is nmaking his way to the
stand, | just want to rem nd everyone that the
cost -- the estimated cost of the plants are
confidential so | have been trying to avoid stating
any nunbers.

(Wtness sworn).

JUSTI N TEVI E,
the w tness, having been first duly sworn,

testified as foll ows:
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JUDCGE HATCHER: Thank you. Please have a

seat and pl ease state and spell your nane for the
record.

THE W TNESS: Justin, J-u-s-t-i-n,
T-e-v-i-e.

JUDCGE HATCHER: Thank you, sir. Are
t here any conm ssi oner questions for M. Tevie?
Chair, go ahead.

QUESTI ONS

BY CHAI R HAHN:

Q M. Tevie, are you the appropriate w tness
to discuss Staff's recommendati on or not on economc
feasibility of this -- of these projects?

A. | did wite the overview of the section,
the introduction, so |I have sone know edge.

Q Ckay.

A But M. Luebbert would be the appropriate
person to talk to.

Q | think I mght ask M. Luebbert.

A Ckay.

CHAI R HAHN:  Thank you.
JUDGE HATCHER: Any ot her conm ssi oner
qguestions? Comm ssioner Mtchell, go ahead.
COW SSI ONER M TCHELL: Thank you.
QUESTI ONS
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BY COWM SSI ONER M TCHELL.:

Q Sane question | asked before. Do you know
i f the interconnect costs are built into the overall
proj ect costs that have been shared?

A. Based on what | wite fromthe Evergy
W tnesses, it seens |like the costs are not certain
because of the backl og and sonme projects m ght drop
off. So the whole queue m ght reshuffle. |If the
queue reshuffles, then there has to be a restudy. So

the costs as of now are not known. Yeah.

Q So if they're not known, they're not
included in this -- in the costs that have been --

A That's from ny under st andi ng.

Q Ckay.

A Yeah.

COW SSI ONER M TCHELL: Thank you.

JUDGE HATCHER: Okay. |'m not seeing any
further questions for M. Tevie. W'IIl throw that
back out to the parties. M. WIIlians?

MR. WLLIAMS: No, thank you.

JUDGE HATCHER M. Opitz?

MR OPI TZ: No, thank you.

JUDGE HATCHER  For Evergy?

M5. WHI PPLE: No, thank you.

JUDGE HATCHER: For Renew, Ms. Mers?
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M5. MERS: No, thank you.

JUDGE HATCHER: And for Sierra d ub?

MS. RUBENSTEIN: No, thank you.

JUDCGE HATCHER: Thank you, M. Tevie.
You are excused fromour wtness stand. Let's nove
to M. Luebbert.

(Wtness sworn).

J LUEBBERT,
the w tness, having been first duly sworn,

testified as foll ows:

JUDGE HATCHER: Thank you. Pl ease have a
seat and state and spell your nane for the record.

THE WTNESS: MW nane is J Luebbert.
It's the letter J, L-u-e-b-b-e-r-t.

JUDGE HATCHER: And are there any
comm ssi oner questions for M. Luebbert? Chair, go

ahead. Chair has questions. Please go ahead.

QUESTI ONS
BY CHAI R HAHN:

Q Good afternoon, M. Luebbert.

A Good afternoon.

Q | have questions on two subjects. One is

econom c feasibility and the other is decisional
prudence, but |'ll start with economcal feasibility

because it seens that it feeds into the Staff
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recomendati on on deci si onal prudence.

A Sur e.

Q Can you tell ne, high level, in what --
what Staff would require in order to find that any
generation project neets the Tartan criteria for
economc feasibility?

A. Sure. So | can -- | can talk to that.
W -- we have sone discussion within our report that

tal ks about the, kind of a couple of questions that
we think kind of feed into that. Part of the
difficulty that we've had in |'d say the nost recent
CCN cases where we've -- we've stated either that we
couldn't find that the projects were econonically
feasible or that they -- they weren't are sone fairly
|l arge flaws or pieces of information that are still
m ssing at the tine that the conpany is relying --
that they're conducting their IRP. And so when --
when a conpany cones in and their primry
justification for that economc feasibility of a
plant is the IRP itself and it's based off of
assunptions that just maybe aren't correct or at a
certain point those -- those assunptions fail to
account for the reality that we're in at the tine
that we're in the CCN case, that nmakes it really

difficult for us to do that, to be able to nake that
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recomendation to the Conm ssion to say, yes, this

makes sense based on the information that's known.

We've tried to inprove that process
t hrough sone conditions that we've recomended
t hroughout |1'd say the | ast couple of years in the
CCNs. But it's still, you know, a work in progress
and we're -- we're trying to get to a point that we
can have | guess a nore transparent view within the
application process itself. | don't think that we're
there yet. And | think we're also in a point in tine
that's a little bit inlinbo wth sone -- sone pretty
maj or changes in the IRP process itself upcom ng.

So to answer your question about the
| ooking at the economc feasibility and finding a way
that Staff would be confortable, | think one of the
bi ggest flaws that we've seen in recent history and
we -- | think we've pointed it out fairly
consistently in these CCN cases, is this failure to
account for location specifics. Those things nmatter,
especially when we're tal king about the potential for
revenue from SPP or M SO dependi ng on the RTO, that
the location matters because there's a congestion and
a | oss conponent.

The cost of transm ssion upgrades matter,

and those are very location specific. And in the
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case of a natural gas plant, the cost of having

natural gas infrastructure in place or installed,
those are inportant, but it's also inportant to know
kind of the availability of firmtransportati on and
maybe what those costs or being able to tell if those
costs are reasonable at the time. And those are all
| think very location-specific pieces of information
that the IRP doesn't really -- or at least the IRP
anal yses that |'ve seen don't really cover very well.
Q | hear you. But it seens like it's been
very difficult in recent CCN cases for Staff to show
any plant whether there's variable fuel costs or
not -- no fuel costs at all to recommend projects as
bei ng economcally feasible. And so I'mtrying to
figure out then how Staff in the stipulation and
agreenent still finds that if the project is not
econom cally feasible due to factors that quite
frankly can't be known at the tine that we get the
certificate potentially, like we don't know at SPP if
the -- if a transm ssion and congestion restudy woul d
happen and then change the costs. You know, that
m ght not be known at this tinme, but still is
presented to the Comm ssion and we need to nmake a
decision. And if there's a piece of information that

we can't have, how do we overconme the barrier of

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required Nevada Registration #116F. LEXITAS
www.lexitaslegal.com California Firm Registration #179




© 00 N oo o b~ w N Pk

N N NN NN R R R R R R R R R
g A W N P O © W N O O M W N B O

Evidentiary Hearing May 29, 2025

econony feasibility to still say overall we still rage e
think this is in the public interest? So how do we
get there?

A. So | think as you know Staff signed on to
the partial stipulation and agreenent that -- that
recomended approval of the project, and ultinmately
we recommended approval with the conditions that we
had i ncluded. And so part of that is -- | think part

of that is inproving the process going forward,
trying to nmake sure that we've got a better process
I n place maybe for, you know, projects in the future.
One of the things that we've -- we have
asked of conpani es and repeatedly got answers that
really aren't very -- | would say -- | would say the
answers are not very hel pful for your -- the question
that you need to answer is at what point do nmjor
cost conponents cause you to say -- to wal k away.
That inflection point of, hey, these costs are nuch
hi gher than what we thought they were going to be;
this other contingency plan would actually be a
better plan and would be a better path forward. And
we're not getting that kind of analysis. W've --

we' ve asked for it on specific conponents,

transm ssion being one, right. That's -- we've
seen -- sorry. W've seen in past projects that the
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transm ssion interconnection costs skyrocketed

conpared to what the assunption was and w t hout
having | guess that -- that reeval uation of whether
or not it makes sense to nove forward with that
project, you run the risk of having a project in

pl ace that doesn't nake sense.

Q If that were to be the case, say
I nterconnection cost went through the roof after the
CCN was granted and the Conpany reevaluated and -- it
woul d be the Conpany's burden of proof, right, to
show t hat even though the cost doubl ed, that they
still rmade a reasonabl e and prudent decision and the
burden of proof would be on themat that point. |Is
that right or no?

A Wll, I -- 1 think it m ght depend who --
it mght depend what the result and what the order
ultimately said. So if the -- if the Conmm ssion
orders granting a CCN and just states a bl anket, you
know, a plant of this size |ocated in a certain
county is approved, | think -- and | guess goes a
step further and were to state that it's deci sional
prudent, w thout having kind of a narrow scope of
what it is that you're granting or defining what --
what authority you're really granting, | think it

makes that barrier harder for other parties than
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maybe what is reasonable to kind of bring sonething

forward to you and explain that there are decisions
made al ong the way that didn't nake sense.

So, | mean, | think there's -- part of the
I ssue that -- that Staff has taken with what -- what
Evergy has stated in testinony is the request for
t hat deci sional prudence as they've, you know,
stated, it is sonmewhat vague. And | -- | think
havi ng that -- having that certainty of exactly what
you're telling the Conpany that you are allowing is

going to be a crucial piece of it.

Q So the Commission -- actually the
Comm ssion could -- the Staff's concern is basically
there is sone event that changes the cost. It seens

to be that that is the general concern anongst
parties is that there's sone change in circunstance
that drives the cost up and that the Conpany woul d
come in a rate case and say, The Comm ssion found
that this was prudent so you can't review the cost.
|s that the primry concern?

A. So | think yes, but with a slight caveat.
| -- I think that as you start -- as you think about
the decision to nove forward with a project, it isn't
a single point in tinme decision. You' ve got a

conti nuum of decisions that are -- that are occurring
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over tinme, and sone of those decisions are -- have

massi ve i nplications on what the econom cs of a
project are and you shoul d reconsi der what -- what
you're going to do. And | think a great exanple of
that is kind of playing out in front of the country
as we speak wth sone of the changes to -- or
potential changes to the IRA tax |aws, right.

For exanple, if -- if it makes econom c
sense to nove forward with a solar project based on
the availability of tax credits and those are
renoved, say it happened after you were granted a
CCN. | think it makes sense to go and review and
make sure that it continues to nake sense goi ng

forward based on the information that you have

avai |l able at that tinme. The Conm ssion -- well, |
guess I'll leave it there.

CHAIR HAHN: Thank you. | think that's
all.

JUDCGE HATCHER: Thank you, Chair Hahn.
Any ot her comm ssioner questions for M. Luebbert? |
do have a few
QUESTI ONS
BY JUDGE HATCHER
Q These will tread on sonme of the sane

topics that the Chair just covered with you. First
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want to tal k about the stipulation. Does Staff find

the estimates contained in the stipulation to be
appropriate? And again, | don't want to get into
nunbers which are confidential. |'mjust |ooking for
a, nore of an agreenent or di sagreenent.

A Can you tell nme what you nean by
appropri ate?

Q "Il come back to that one. 1'll see if
get an answer in enail .

|'"d like to turn to your portion of the
Staff recommendation. |'mtal king about deci si onal
prudence. That's on page 54 to 57.

A Ckay.
Q And I'"'mgoing to read you a quote from
page 57, first full paragraph.

Based on the information that EMVN has
provi ded and Staff has reviewed, it is not possible
to determne that noving forward with the project is
a prudent deci sion.

My question is in the context of this
guote, do you believe prudent neans the sane thing as
deci si onal prudence?

A | -- | don't believe that | do, no.
Q What i nformation would be necessary for

you to determ ne decisional prudence beyond what the
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Conpany has al ready provi ded?

A. | think an inportant aspect would be a
very clear definition of what is being determned to
be prudent. | -- | think Evergy's testinony in this
case regardi ng deci sional prudence tal ks about a
deci sion being nmade at the tinme that an application
is filed, right. And if -- if what the Conmssion is

determ ning was was it prudent for Evergy's

managenent to file an application for a CCN, | think
that -- that question is very different than does
it -- is it prudent fromnow until you get to the

tinme that these -- that the Conpany requests these to
be inrates, is it prudent for all of those decisions
to be determned to be prudent. And | think it -- it
shouldn't be -- you shouldn't go that far in this
case, right.

| think -- and part of this is at |east
partially addressed or will be provided infornmation
as a part of the stipulation and agreenent that we
filed wwth Evergy, but | think having -- having the
Conpany still be kind of held responsible for
containing costs fromhere forward is -- is
absolutely critical. You don't want to get into a
situati on where you've kind of provided a bl ank check

and said everything that happens from here forward
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I's, you know, is going to be deened as prudent. But

| think that is a concern. |I'msorry, |I'mnot sure
that | fully answered your question. kay.

Q You did. Wiy in your opinion is
deci si onal prudence an issue in this case, but not
simlar CCN cases? For exanple, the determ nation of

pur chasi ng sol ar plants?

A So this is an issue in this case because
Evergy requested a finding. And it -- it hasn't been
a -- an issue in all of the CCN cases in recent
hi story, even since the -- the new rule has been in

pl ace. Evergy has been asking for it in several of
their nost recent applications.

One -- one exanple that, you know, |'m
particularly aware of was their request for that
determ nation in Persimon Creek wi nd case. |
testified in that case expl aining kind of what sone
of the flaws were there. They also requested it in a
CCN for the Dogwood conbined cycle unit. And | think
one kind of large difference to consider there is in
that case, it is truly tal king about a purchase of an
exi sting asset.

So the -- the risk or the decision nmaking
t hat happens after that point that you just execute

that contract are vastly different than the -- the
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series of decision points that are going to happen

over the next three to five years as these plants go
fromkind of their -- | don't want to say their

I nfancy, but the very start of kind of planning
toward themuntil they're finally conpleted. There's
just a lot nore decision points that occur along the
way wth that type of -- with that type of project
versus just executing a contract.

Q Thank you. And |I believe this is going to
be ny |l ast question. Staff signed the nonunani nous
stipulation that set out the cost estimtes per
project. | believe the Conpany al so put that as part
of its updated testinony, but | don't recall that
Staff addressed themin testinony. So on the cost
estimates for building the new plants, have you

revi ewed the cost estimates?

A | have reviewed the cost estimates. 'l
wait for your next question and I -- yeah.
Q Wul d you agree that they are reasonabl e

estimates for the expected cost of each project?

A So | think -- I"mtrying to think of how
to -- how to speak about sonme of these topics wthout
tal ki ng about confidential information. So I guess
it mght be easier to just, for the sake of caution,

to go en canera, if others are okay with that so |
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can tal k about sone of the specifics.

Q | know t he conm ssioners have a strong
preference not to go en canera so that we have these

proceedi ngs avail able to the public.

A. Ckay.

Q If that's the only way to do it, we can

A. | wll attenpt, and | guess if | start to
say a specific dollar figure, I'll try and stop

nmyself. As part of the -- as part of the
suppl enental direct that the utility provided, they
di d provide sone updated cost estinmates based on sone
additional information. One of those estinmates had
a -- afairly substantial increase in a few of the
conponents for the project and sone of the others
don't. | think that that -- that type of change is
probably sonething that will continue to occur as
nmore certainty conmes wwth the projects as they kind
of devel op nore al ong the way.

| don't know that | have enough
information to state definitively that individual
cost estimate are reasonable for these projects. But
one thing that | guess -- we have seen in -- in
recent CCN cases substantial increases in cost
estimates just before a CCN or | guess just a --

yeah, just before a CCN case gets filed, and that has
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been a concern that we've raised in testinony in

ot her cases as wel .
JUDGE HATCHER: Gkay. Thank you. Are
there any ot her comm ssioner questions for
M. Luebbert? Hearing none, let's nove it back to
the parties. This is a Staff witness. M. WIIlians?
MR WLLIAMS: Thank you.
CRCOSS- EXAM NATI ON
BY MR W LLI AVS:

Q Do you renenber when Chair Hahn asked you
If the primary concern wth the decisional prudence
was cost inpact or increase in cost?

A | do.

Q Couldn't there be other factors that could
change? For exanple, |oad actually decreases on
Evergy systemor Evergy M ssouri West systenf

A Absol utely.

Q And could that affect the prudency of
going forward with the project?

A. It could. There are a |ot of factors that
could inpact that. It isn't -- it isn't a, kind of a
single variable that -- that we're dealing wth.

Q Do you know of any instances where
sonething like that's occurred in the past?

A. Yeah. | am aware of at | east one if
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not -- if not nore. There's -- there have been very

| arge custoners that have dropped off of a utility's
systemin a relatively quick tinme frane. And

obvi ously you have -- you have a pretty |arge
decrease in load at that point if that's the case.

Q Do you have any famliarity w th what
happened at the Conm ssion with regard to |atan One?

A Limted. |If you're asking about the, kind
of the proceedings that |led up to that being included
inrates, |'"'maware of them but | don't have an
I ntimate know edge.

Q Well, do you know if latan One was
included in KCPL's rate base on the first rate case
after it went into commercial operations?

A. "' m not aware.

Q Does a certificate require the utility to
construct?

A. No, it doesn't. That is -- it allows --
Well, a utility can walk away froma Certificate of
Conveni ence and Necessity and decide not to nove
forward with the project.

Q Do you have any famliarity with the
litigation in any of the court opinions involving
Sout h Har per ?

MR, FI SCHER: Judge, | think this has gone
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wel | beyond any questions fromthe bench, South raoe
Har per.

JUDGE HATCHER M. WIIlians, your
response?

MR WLLIAMS: "Il tileit -- tie it up
quickly if it ties in. It depends on how he answers.

JUDGE HATCHER: 1'd |ike your response
before he answers though. There was an objecti on.
Maybe | m sheard it, but I'mpretty sure the Conpany
just objected to your questioning, specifically
pointing out that | don't -- | don't believe any of
t he comm ssi oners nentioned Harper.

MR, WLLIAMS: Well, there was -- no, not
South Harper, but it relates to specificity of
Certificates of Conveni ence and Necessity in terns of
| ocation is where I'"'mgoing with it. It depends on
how he answers.

JUDGE HATCHER Go ahead. Overruled. o
ahead.

THE W TNESS: Your question was whet her
or not | had sone famliarity with --

BY MR WLLI AVE:

Q Yes.
A. -- the South Harper?
|'"'m-- | have sone famliarity with South
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Harper. As far as the, kind of the litigation, court

rulings that go along with it, not a -- not in great
detail or at least can't recall at the nonent.

Q Well, do you recall if they had anything
to do with the specific location of the plant?

A. | can't recall.

MR WLLIAVMS: No further questions.
Thank you.
THE W TNESS: Thank you.
JUDGE HATCHER: Thank you, M. WIIians.
Let's nove to M. Opitz, are you next?
CROSS- EXAM NATI ON
BY MR OPI TZ:

Q M. Luebbert, the -- is it your opinion
that the Comm ssion has to determ ne sonethi ng was
decisionally prudent before it can grant a CCN?

A No. The Conm ssion doesn't need to nake
t hat decision today. They could -- they could grant
a CCN and wi thhold any determ nation of prudence for
a rate case which has been the case for -- for
mul tiple generation sites.

Q And that said, you're still recomendi ng
that the Conm ssion grant the CCNs in this case. |Is
that correct?

A That's correct.
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MR. OPITZ: Thank you. rage
JUDGE HATCHER: Thank you, M. Opitz.
That takes us to the Conpany.
MR. FISCHER: Onh, just briefly, Judge.
CROSS- EXAM NATI ON
BY MR FI SCHER:
Q Just followng up on -- on what M. Qpitz

asked, in spite of any concerns you m ght have about,
i n your testinony, about economc feasibility, Staff
is clearly recomendi ng the Conm ssion to grant the
CCN this case. Is that right?

A. Yeah. Staff's -- Staff's overall
recomendati on was to grant approval of the CCN with
the conditions in the report. (Qbviously we've --
we' ve signed an agreenent with the Conpany that --
that nodifies that position assum ng approval that
woul d -- that would includes the conditions wthin
the stipulation and agreenent that was -- that was
filed this norning | think. But overall the --
l"'m-- | think a large portion of that -- that
recomendation i s based off of the capacity deficit
t hat Evergy West has.

Q There's a clear need from Staff's
perspective. Right?

A There is.
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Q And you' ve been suggesting that we put
steel in the ground as they say?
A | don't know that |'ve specifically stated
that Evergy West should be placing steel in the
ground. | think, you know, there -- there are -- it

has been a thene in nultiple CCN dockets and | RP
dockets, but | wouldn't say that | specifically or
maybe Staff has kind of been carrying that flag as
much as maybe ot hers have.

Q Publ i c Counsel certainly was in sone
cases. Right?

A. They were.

Q | think a lot of the discussion about
deci si onal prudence has kind of blurred the lines
bet ween executi onal prudence and deci si onal prudence,
but | -- | know the Comm ssion has only had just a
coupl e hours to |l ook at our stipulation. 1'd |ike

for you to | ook at one part of paragraph six.

A Sur e.
Q Do you have that in front of you? |

can -- | can give it to you.
A |"ve got the -- the stipulation in front

of nme.
Q | was going to ask you just to highlight

or to read into the record the last -- the | ast
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sentence of paragraph six.

A Ckay.

Q Wul d you do that for ne?

A. | wll. It states that the Conpany shall
bear the burden of proof to show that any anmount it
i ncurs in excess of these cost estinmates, including
any inpacts fromlegislative or executive actions,
including tariffs on the facilities' costs is
prudently incurred and is just and reasonable to
recover from EMWN cust oners.

Q So |l -- you -- you nentioned an exanple
think if the -- | don't know if you said incentives
or subsidies for solar went away, if -- if this was a
sol ar case, we would have the burden to show in the
future that that still nade sense to go forward. It
doesn't have anything to do with decision --
deci si onal prudence today. It mght be down the road
we needed to nmake a different decision. Right?

A | think, just specific to the exanpl e that
you' re asking about, with solar, | don't know that it
woul d necessarily inpact the cost, but it would
I npact what the overall economcs were fromthe
rat epayers' perspective. And so | don't know that it
specifically ties to this language. So | -- | think

that's ny answer.
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Q Ckay. | was using that just as an

exanpl e.
A Yeah.
Q Wll, if we did turn to the sol ar case,

which it happens to be in front of the Conm ssion
too, is it true that you -- | think the Chair or

soneone asked whet her you' d ever recommended

deci si onal prudence in any other case. |Is that
correct?
A. | don't -- | --

MR, PRI NGE: Objection; beyond the scope.
JUDGE HATCHER:  Overrul ed.
THE WTNESS: | don't recall being asked
I f Staff had recommended deci si onal prudence being
granted. | know that there was questions around --

BY MR FlI SCHER

Q | think --
A. -- the economc feasibility and what we
woul d need to kind of have a -- a recomrendati on t hat

a project did neet that.
But | don't recall being specifically
asked that question.
Q Do you -- | think that sonmeone asked about
t he Dogwood case. Did -- do you recall, did Staff

recommend deci sional prudence in that case?
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A | don't recall where Staff actually | anded

on that case. | don't believe that | wote testinony
for it.

Q Do you recall in the solar case that is
currently pending, the Staff, as a signatory, did
agree that the Conpany's decision to construct,
acquire, and operate those units at specific costs
wer e prudent?

A | think that is a -- that doesn't quite
include all of the -- the detail that was included in
that term Unfortunately I don't have the
stipulation in front of ne. |If you don't mnd if |
take a look at it.

Q Yeah, sure. |1'd be happy to showit to
you.

A Sure. |'ve read it recently, but there's
been quite a bit going on.

They' ve changed a few ti nes.

Yeah. Sorry about that.

Par agr aph t hree.

Ckay. That's paragraph three. R ght?
Yeah.

> O >» O >» O

Yeah. So | think wwthin this -- this
term and obviously this is -- this is part of a

| arger agreenent that has other conditions and |
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think those are also inportant, but within this term

| think one of the things that is kind of inportant
to point out is that -- that there are specific costs
and sizes of the -- the facilities. So kind of

| ooki ng at what exactly are you getting and at what
cost or at least what -- what is the expected cost at
this tine. And then taking that a step further,

especially with the solar, wth the expectation that

you'll be able to fully utilize those IRA tax credits
| think is a -- is a crucial piece for that. And |
think -- | think having sone of those bounds on what
it is that you're -- you're actually stating is an

I nportant piece.

Q Thank you. Wiile we're tal king about that
kind of thing, Staff will be very nmuch involved in
this case as well as our solar case at |ooking at the

construction process as we go al ong under the

stipulation. |Is that right?
A There -- there is sone -- sone reporting
requi renents as part of the stipulation. | do think

that it's inportant to note though that providing --

| guess reporting information to Staff on a quarterly
basis doesn't necessarily give Staff kind of
symmetrical information that's available to the

Conpany at a -- at a giventine. And | think that's
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ki nd of an inportant thing to consider because, you

know, |'ve -- I've heard nultiple tinmes that what
we're doing is | ooking at sonething in hindsight.
And what | would say is that when we're | ooking at
a -- when we're conducting a prudence review or

| ooki ng at sonething, what we're looking at is
sonething with the nost conplete information that
we' ve had to date.

And so we have to go through a discovery
process to get information fromthe Conpany. Even if
you' re doing reporting, you're not going to be
reporting everything. And we nay not have tine to
review everything in real tine too.

Q But if you see, as Staff, a red flag that
is comng up related to sonething like a | ack of tax
I ncentives or extrene cost overruns, wouldn't you be
likely to at |east highlight that to the Conmm ssion
and | et them know that that's going on?

A If we identify it in a relatively short
period of tinme, | would hope that we woul d have a
di scussion internally about what our next steps would
be. But we have a -- we have a limted staff and
limted resources and a very heavy caseload. And so
it'"'s really not a -- | wuldn't say that we -- we're

not going to have sonebody that's dedicated full-tine
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to review ng those construction reports, right.

Q Sur e.

A | think that's a -- it's an inportant
consideration to take. As we're -- as we're kind of

digging into certain things, we're going to find
things later that, you know, had we revi ewed
everythi ng and had sonebody dedi cated to doi ng that
inreal tinme, we may have found sooner. But | don't
think that's a flaw in kind of our process. |It's a,
just a lack of a resource, and | think that's

I nherent in what we do.

Q But based on everything you know t oday
sitting here whatever, May 29th, Staff, even with
uncertainties, is recomending to the Comm ssion that
t hey approve the CCNs in this case?

A W are. | nean, | think at this point
with kind of the capacity deficit that Evergy West
has had and the length of tinme and frankly sone of
the -- the outcones that have happened, Storm Ui is
a great exanple, | think that that capacity deficit
is -- is dire, and that's a big part of the reason
that we've recommended approval with the conditions
t hat we have.

Q |ls Staff's decision to recomend approval

of these units in this case prudent?
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MR. PRINGLE: bjection; asking for a rages
| egal concl usi on.

MR FISCHER | think he's a prudence
W t ness.

JUDCGE HATCHER: Would you clarify? Are
you asking if his decision or Staff's decision is
prudent, or are you asking if his decision supports a
finding that building the plant is prudent?

MR FISCHER: No. | was actually asking
whet her he believed his own recomendation to the
Comm ssion is prudent. |Is it reasonable; Is it
prudent .

MR. PRI NGLE: Again, Judge --

JUDGE HATCHER: |'mnot a fan of the
wordplay, but I'Il allowit.
THE WTNESS:. |'msorry, can you repeat

it one nore tine.

MR. FI SCHER. Maybe | shoul d ask the
court reporter to read that one back.

THE WTNESS: That would be great. Thank
you.

MR. FI SCHER: Thank you.

COURT REPORTER" "Question: |Is Staff's
deci sion to recomend approval of these units in this

case prudent."
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THE W TNESS: |"mnot sure that | can

answer that.

okay.
THE W TNESS: Yeah, | don't know.

all 1 have.
JUDGE HATCHER: Thank you, M. Fischer.
Renew M ssouri, M. Mers?
M5. MERS: No questions, thank you.
JUDGE HATCHER: And Sierra O ub,

Ms. Rubenstei n?

JUDCGE HATCHER: Thank you. And,
M. Luebbert, you are excused from our stand.
MR. PRI NGE: Actually, Judge, could I
have a chance for just one redirect question?
JUDGE HATCHER Yes. (Go ahead.
REDI RECT EXAM NATI ON
BY MR PRI NGLE:

up there for a while, you've been tal king about a
lot. | just kind of want to ask you, what is your
recommendation to the Conm ssion?

A Yeah. So Staff's recommendation in thi

Page 98

MR FISCHER: |If you don't know, that's

MR, FI SCHER: Okay. Thank you. That's

M5. RUBENSTEIN: No questions, thank you.

Q M. Luebbert, just kind of -- you've been

S
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case is that you approve the CCNs before you and t hat

you W thhold the decision on -- on prudence for a
future rate proceedi ng when -- when the Conpany
recomends that they go into rates. There are --
there are a lot of costs that are very uncertain at
this point and there are -- there are going to be
many nore decisions that need to be nade about novi ng
forward with the projects. And I think that at a

| ater date you'll have nore conplete informtion.
We'll have a nore robust anal ysis of what those
actual costs are. And, frankly, other parties that
are generally part of a general rate proceeding wl|
al so be | would say nore invol ved.

That's -- and | guess one nore thing.
Staff's -- Staff's position would be that you approve
the stipulation and agreenent.

MR. PRINGLE: Thank you, M. Luebbert. No
further questions fromne, Judge.

JUDCGE HATCHER: Thank you. M. Luebbert,
you' re excused fromthe stand. Let's take care of
sone qui ck business. W have been going for alittle
over two hours. This is nornmally when | would take a
break to | et everyone stand up, stretch your | egs.
However, | also anticipate that we m ght be down to

one remaining witness. So while everyone thinks if
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they need a break, | would like to ask M. Pringle,

will Ms. Bolin be able to testify on review ng the
cost of the plants?

MR, PRINGLE: Ms. Bolin's portion of the
Staff is mainly about PISA and QU P.

JUDCGE HATCHER: Which wi tness woul d be
appropriate to ask about the cost of the plants?

MR. PRINGLE: As a specific one Staff to
answer all those general questions, |I'mnot sure if
there is one perfect wtness.

JUDGE HATCHER: Okay. Let's --

MR PRINGLE: Really for the -- Judge,
just when it cones to cost estimates, the Conpany
woul d have far nore information on those than Staff
woul d.

JUDGE HATCHER: | -- ny question is Staff
signed the stipulation. | would assune and ny
question is did sonmeone from Staff find the estimates
to be reasonable. So I need whatever Staff nenber
reviewed those cost estinmates and then probably
advise Staff or counsel that they were good to sign.

Let's go ahead and take a ten-mnute
break. We will let Staff discuss their next w tness.
So |"manticipating probably two nore w t nesses,

Ms. Bolin and then a witness to be naned | ater.

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required Nevada Registration #116F. LEXITAS
www.lexitaslegal.com California Firm Registration #179



© 00 N oo o b~ w N Pk

N N NN NN R R R R R R R R R
g A W N P O © W N O O M W N B O

Evidentiary Hearing May 29, 2025

Page 101

MR PRINGE: W'Ill get back to you,
Judge.

JUDGE HATCHER: Excellent. Let's take a
break and let's conme back here at 3:20. That is ten
m nutes, everyone. W're at recess.

(O f the record.)

JUDGE HATCHER: Thank you. Wl cone back
fromyour break. Let's go back on the record.

Again, this is a continuation of the evidentiary
hearing in File No. EA-2025-0075. W're going to
start with Wtness Bolin. Please cone on down.

(Wtness sworn).

KI MBERLY BOLI N,
the wi tness, having been first duly sworn,
testified as foll ows:

JUDGE HATCHER: Thank you. Pl ease have a
seat and state and spell your name for our court
reporter.

THE WTNESS: Kinberly Bolin, B-o-I-i-n.

JUDGE HATCHER: Thank you. And we w |
jump right in. Are there any conm ssioner questions

for Ms. Bolin? Chair, go ahead.

QUESTI ONS
BY CHAI R HAHN:
Q Ms. Bolin, | knowthat this isn't a live
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I ssue anynore, but | do have a question about the

QU P and PI SA treatnent and how it m ght work noving
forward. So | think the way the new process is
contenplated in Senate Bill 4, when a CCN is granted,
there could be potential QU P treatnent, but because
there is also a separate provision allowing QU P for
gas generation I'mtrying to figure out at what point
there would be a case before the Conm ssion to all ow
us to nake that public interest determ nation that we
can use QU P treatnent.
A | think that would be in the next general
rate proceedi ng where they request QU P.
Q Ckay.
A. That's when you woul d | ook at everyt hing.
CHAIR HAHN:. Ckay. That's really hel pful.
| wasn't sure when that would proceedi ng woul d t ake
pl ace, so thank you.
JUDGE HATCHER: Thank you, Chair Hahn.
Any ot her comm ssioner questions? Hearing none, | do

have a couple of ny own.

QUESTI ONS
BY JUDGE HATCHER
Q What i s your understandi ng of deci sional
prudence?
A. | was not the witness on that issue.
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Q Ckay. Al right.
A "' m not confortable answering that, so.
Q Fair enough. | think ny last question is

on the estimtes of the cost to build the plant that
Is contained in the stipulation. Does Staff find
those estimates to be reasonabl e?

A Based upon ny prior research on the cost
of constructing natural gas plants, yes, we find
these to be reasonable. D d we do a deep dive into
the cost, no, we didn't. W nornmally don't do that
ina CCN. W're provided estimates. W | ook at cost
| ater on and do nore of a deep dive when they ask for
recovery.

JUDGE HATCHER: Ckay. Thank you. [1'I1
ask comm ssioners one |ast tinme, any questions from
comm ssi oners? Conmmi ssioner Mtchell.

QUESTI ONS
BY COW SSI ONER M TCHELL.:

Q Do you know if those estimates included
sone site-specific characteristics |ike transm ssion
upgrades to support the plant or natural gas
di stribution system upgrades that m ght be needed to

support the plant?

A "' mnot sure on the exact nunbers or
details on that, so no, | don't. |'mnot aware.
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COW SSI ONER M TCHELL: Thank you.

JUDGE HATCHER: (Okay. Hearing no further
guestions, we'll go ahead and give that back to the
counsel. This is a Staff witness, so M. WIIlians?

MR. WLLIAMS: No, thank you.

JUDCGE HATCHER: And M. Qpitz?

MR OPITZ: No, thank you, your Honor.

JUDGE HATCHER: And Evergy?

CROSS- EXAM NATI ON
BY MR FI SCHER:

Q Ms. Bolin, would you happen to have the
Staff reconmendation or report?

A Yes, | have it.

Q Could you turn to page 51, lines 18
through 20. And | don't have it exactly in front of
me, but does it say that Evergy has done its due
diligence in evaluating sites?

A. It says, Staff concludes that Evergy has
done its due diligence in evaluating, assessing, and
selecting its proposed sites for the electrical
generation facilities in Kansas and in M ssouri.

MR FI SCHER: Ckay. Thank you very nuch.
That's all | had.

JUDCGE HATCHER: Thank you, M. Fisher.
And Ms. Mers with Renew M ssouri ?
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M5. MERS: No questions, thank you.

JUDGE HATCHER: Thank you.

Ms. Rubenstein with Sierra C ub?

M5. RUBENSTEIN: No questions, thank you.

JUDCGE HATCHER: Thank you. Ms. Bolin,
you are excused fromthe -- | keep forgetting for
redirect.

M5. KLAUS: No, thank you, Judge.

JUDGE HATCHER: Thank you. Ms. Bolin,
you' re now excused fromthe w tness stand.

THE W TNESS: Ckay.

JUDGE HATCHER: The |l ast two w tnesses
that we had di scussed this afternoon in this
proceeding was M. Del Pozo and M. Nieneier. |'m
not sure | see any further reason to call them as
W t nesses. Counsel, do you have any input?

MR PRINGLE: | would say M. N eneier's
know edge about any kind of cost would be simlar to
M. Lange's, and M. Del Pozo is simlar to M. Tevie
and M. Luebbert as part of the economic feasibility
teamfeeding into that. You know, that is pretty
much the input on both of those w tnesses from ne.

JUDGE HATCHER: Okay. Wth that | don't
hear any other w tnesses being called, so with the

parties' acknow edgnent, | will let the conm ssioners
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know that their part for today is conpleted. And

mysel f and counsel will go through the prefiled

exhi bits and get those all entered into the record.
Am | forgetting anything? |'m hearing no input from
counsel. So with that for everyone listening and for
our conm ssioners in the room we are going to be
taki ng care of sone paperwork.

MR STEINER  Judge, | -- | don't think
we need the commi ssioners for this, but we would ask
for an expedited transcript so we can get the
bri efing done.

JUDGE HATCHER: Can you give ne a reason
why you need it expedited?

MR. STEINER: | think the brief is due
t he 24t h.

JUDGE HATCHER: Yeah, but that's by rule.
If I'"mrenmenbering right, the rule says that unl ess
ot herwi se ordered, the briefs are in due 20 days.
And maybe it's initial briefs are due in 20 days and
the reply briefs are like 10 days after that.

MR. STEINER: They were set in the
procedural schedule that was adopted, so. |If you're
not inclined to grant expedited treatnent, then
1" --

JUDGE HATCHER: | woul d be nuch nore
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inclined to nove the briefing dates.
MR, STEINER: We'd like the briefing
dates to stay where they're at, so we're good.
MR WLLIAMS: [|'mokay with noving them

MR, PRINGLE: Well, there was expedited
request in the procedural schedul e.

JUDGE HATCHER: Did we grant it? |'ve
had |ike two or three recently where | actually went
back and checked the briefing rule and the briefing
rule just sets it at |ike 20 and 10 days and --

MR, STEINER: |I'm|looking at it now,

Judge, to see if did grant it. You did set to the
initial and reply brief dates that we suggested.
W'd |ike to stay with those. I'mnot -- |'m not
seeing it, so.

JUDGE HATCHER: The hesitancy | have is
when | first started this job, | had parties ask for
expedited briefs. And that sounded |li ke an excell ent
i dea and so | said yes continuously, repeatedly. And
then | found out that there is an increased cost for
expedited transcripts. So | now have the need to
have a reason for those expedited transcripts. And
in my research, found out that the rule already sets
those as a pretty fast turnaround, which led nme to be

much nore willing to extend the date on the briefing

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required Nevada Registration #116F. LEXITAS
www.lexitaslegal.com California Firm Registration #179



© 00 N oo o b~ w N Pk

N N NN NN R R R R R R R R R
g A W N P O © W N O O M W N B O

Evidentiary Hearing May 29, 2025

) ) Page 108
rather than the increased cost on the transcripts.

MR PRINGLE: | did-- 1| did find it in
the order, Judge. It was -- transcript shall be
expedi t ed.

MR. STEINER:. Ch, thanks.

MR. PRI NGLE: Yeah, page 5.

JUDGE HATCHER: M. Steiner, it's granted
again. Excellent.

MR, STEINER:. Says, Transcript to be
filed in EFIS no | ater than one week after hearing.
That's what it says.

JUDGE HATCHER: Thank you. If | could
get a thunbs up fromour trusty court reporter that
that was -- excellent. Thank you. Appreciate
t hat .

So let's turn now to our prefiled exhibit
list. | just want to confirm nobody has any
nonprefiled exhibits? Excellent. How |l'mgoing to
handle this, I'"'mgoing to handle it backwards. |
apol ogi ze. |Is anybody going to object to Evergy
M ssouri West's prefiled exhibit list? | don't need
the objection now, |I'mjust |ooking for a heads up
because | intend to read quickly through all of the
nunbers and then --

MR STEINER Just to save tine, we did
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file a notion saying all parties agree that all

prefiled testinony should be entered in the record
W t hout the w tnesses being -- appear, so there are
no objections by anybody to any of the testinonies.

JUDCGE HATCHER: (kay. Madam Court
Reporter, by prestated agreenent of the parties the
follow ng Exhibits are admtted onto the hearing
records, Exhibit No. 1, 1C 2, 3, 4, 4C, 5, 5C 6, 7,
7C, 8, 8C, 9, 10, 10C, 11, 11C, 12, 12C, 13, 14, 15,
16. Any corrections?

(Conpany Exhibits 1, 1C, 2, 3, 4, 4C, 5,
5C, 6, 7, 7C, 8, 8C, 9, 10, 10C 11, 11C 12, 12C
13, 14, 15, 16 were admtted and nade a part of the
record.)

JUDCGE HATCHER: The Conm ssion, again by
the agreenent of the parties, admts the foll ow ng
Staff exhibits: 200, 200C, 201. Any corrections?

MR. PRINGLE: No corrections, Judge.

(Staff Exhibits 200, 200C, and 201 were
admtted and nade a part of the record.)

JUDGE HATCHER: Thank you. Public
Counsel's exhibit list, the Conmm ssion, again by
agreenent of the parties, admts onto the hearing
record exhibit nunbers 300 and 300C. Any

corrections?
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(OPC Exhibits 300 and 300C were adm tted

and made a part of the record.)

JUDGE HATCHER: Hearing none. Again by
the agreenent of the parties the Conm ssion admts
onto the hearing record the exhibits of Renew
M ssouri, 500, 500C. Any corrections?

(Renew M ssouri Exhibits 500 and 500C
were admtted and made a part of the record.)

JUDCGE HATCHER: Hearing none. The
Comm ssion again by the agreenent of the parties
admts onto the hearing records the exhibits of
Sierra Cub, 600 and 600C. Any corrections,
addi ti ons, conversations?

(Sierra Cub Exhibits 600 and 600C were
admtted and nade a part of the record.)

JUDGE HATCHER: Excellent. |, the
regulatory law judge, wll produce a list of all of
the exhibits as | typically do, listing all of these
by nunber and by title. For exanple, D rect
Testinony of John M G ace for Exhibit No. 1.
expect that to be produced in the next week.

Do we have any ot her business con ng
before the Comm ssion in this case before | adjourn
our hearing? This wll also cancel the hearing for

tonorrow. Excellent. Hearing none, we are
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here today.

at 3:34 p.m)

And we are off the record.

(Wher eupon, the hearing was adj ourned

Page 111

adj ourned. Thank you all for participating and bei ng
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