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MR, CLIZER | can hear you, Judge.

THE COURT: Perfectly. Thank you, M.
Clizer. This is a prehearing conference in
case GC-2026-0007. My nane is Karolin Wl ker
and |'mthe regulatory |aw judge assigned to
presi de over the case. |'mnot enpowered to
give legal advice to the parties in this case.
And during this call we're going to not
di scuss substantive issues about the case, but
procedural issues.

Now, first, | want to clear up sone
t hi ngs because | think there's been sone
confusion in this case. The conmm ssion does
not issue declaratory judgnents, award
damages, or decide constitutional claimns.

Dat a request responses are between the parties
only. And unless and until they becone

evi dence, the parties naking the data request
and the party providing the response receive

t hem

Filing docunents in EFI'S doesn't nake
t hose docunents evidence. Evidence should be
presented when and if a hearing is held and
t hose subm ssions will be ruled on at the

hearing by the judge. And, in addition,
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woul d caution the parties that no filing
shoul d contain the nanmes of people who are not
parties in the case and who are unrepresented.

All of the parties in this case have the
same EFI S designation. You all have the
prof essi onal designation and you all have the
sanme access to information. So, first of all,
| want to do entries of appearance of counsel
in the case. |If you could state your nane,
who you represent, and where you work | would
really appreciate that.

M. Mller, let's start with you as the
conplainant. Could you tell us the correct
pronunci ati on of your nane? And you can
choose to state your address, but it's not
public information. If you do state it, it
wi || becone public information. So you go
ahead and you can go first.

MR. MLLER Can you hear ne?

THE COURT: Yes, | can.

MR. MLLER Good norning. How are you?

THE COURT: Good.

MR MLLER (Good to see you. d ad
everybody's here. M nane is Jonathan Ml er.

"' mout of Kansas City. I'mactually in
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(dessa, Mssouri. | amself enployed. | have
a coupl e busi nesses, Newark Venture, Bold

St andard Conpany that unearths system c issues
and big utility conpani es and regul atory
agenci es.

THE COURT: And are these conpani es
involved in this case?

MR MLLER Bold Standard Conpany woul d
be.

THE COURT: You do realize that if your
conpany is involved in the case you need to be
represented by an attorney.

MR MLLER It's ny knowl edge that we're
all -- that I"'ma pro se -- no. The, the
busi ness is involved in high-val ue
I nvestigative services, not for |egal
representation. |'mrepresenting nyself. And
| just want to -- in response to what you said
real quickly, I want to nmake sure that we --
to address sone of the things that you just
mentioned in your opening, | want to nmake sure
that we're clear.

As a pro se litigant, none of these
proceedi ngs or the processes through the

systemwould be to an equal or fair right to
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t hese proceedings were to be treated equally
as all parties -- sane, sane |evel playing
field as a -- as a -- as an attorney.

THE COURT: Yes. M. Mller, it's ny job
to sort of level the playing field. And
everybody in this case has the exact sane
access to information. You all have the sane
desi gnation and the sane access. So that's
quite true. Everyone is being treated the
sane. Now, is there anybody from Spire?

MR ARIAS: Yes. Good norning -- or
actually good afternoon, Your Honor. Antonio
Arias on behalf of Spire M ssouri, Inc.

THE COURT: How about staff counsel's
of fice?

M5. HANSEN: Andrea Hansen, representing
staff counsel's office. Mark Johnson is also
in this neeting and then we do have staff
menbers who are listening in as well.

THE COURT: O fice of Public Counsel.

MR, CLIZER  John Cizer on behalf of the
M ssouri Ofice of the Public Counsel, 200
Madi son Street, Suite 650, Jefferson Gty,

M ssouri 65102. Thank you.
THE COURT: |s there anyone el se that
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|"ve mssed that would like to enter their
appearance? How this call is going to go is
that after we've discussed any issues that we
need to discuss first, then |"'mgoing to exit
the call so that the parties can talk to each
other and attenpt to resolve this case. So |
want to know if the parties in the case have
any procedural issues that need to be

di scussed.

MR MLLER | -- Jonathan MIler. |
have sonme -- | have sone issues. | have quite
a few issues with procedural issues.
According to the user help information on the
website -- well, first 1'd like to start by
saying that ny first procedural issue is not
bei ng asked to be a lawer in this
I nvestigation.

| don't think the PSC has the authority
to conpel nme to do work. And so investigative
or legal work, and that's one thing.

THE COURT: M. MIller, you're here as a
volunteer. You're not being asked to be a
| awyer. You're the one that filed the
conplaint. The PSC is not naking you do

anything just so we're clear.
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MR MLLER Right.

THE COURT: You're a pro se litigant.
That neans you're representing yourself.

MR MLLER Wll, what | was told by the
staff at the PSC and | docunented the
transcript for you guys to see. And they did
tell me that just filing a formal conpl aint
gives thema right to make nme the primary
plaintiff in a state regulatory investigation.
And that's not accurate.

THE COURT: Well, that is in fact
accurate. You filed the conplaint, so you are
the conplainant. You don't have to be an
attorney to be a conplainant. Next issue.

MR MLLER M next issue is nobody --
well, I don't think we addressed it. Nobody -
- did you address it? Maybe | didn't hear
you, but nobody asked ne.

THE COURT: No one asked you if you were
a | awer?

MR. MLLER No one asked ne if | wanted
to be the primary plaintiff.

THE COURT: Well, you filed the
conplaint. That nmakes you the primary

conpl ai nant .
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MR MLLER No. That just makes ne
sonebody with a conplaint. |'ma custoner.

THE COURT: You are a conpl ai nant and a
custoner. The person who files the conpl aint
I's the conplainant no matter who they are.

MR MLLER But | can't -- as far as |I'm
aware, | can't be conpelled to do | egal work.

THE COURT: You can't be conpelled to do
anything. You're here as a vol unteer.

MR MLLER No. |I'mhere because -- |I'm
actually here because of these systenic
i ssues. Wen | couldn't get anybody to
docunent anything in witing and, and, you
know, close our resolution, | found nore and
nore i ssues along the way. 1In, in the PSC
handbook, the help for the EFIS, it shows
attorneys have access to automatic
notifications.

THE COURT: So do you.

MR MLLER Correct?

THE COURT: So do you, M. Mller. As |
said, | did address this issue in the first
things that | said. Everyone has the sane
access to EFIS. You all have professional

accounts. So you have the sane notification
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t hat everyone el se does in the case.
MR MLLER Well, that's not true wt
And t hat

didn't know for th

regard to data request responses.

my concern, is that |, |
weeks that the defendant had given their
responses through the EFI S system

And 1'd also like, if you wouldn't mn

correct ne if I"'mwong, but we are held to
the sanme standard in these proceedi ngs as
di scoveri es

federal lawwith regard to all

being legal filings and all attorneys and

parties having a right to equal and access
fair access to all those discoveries at the
sanme tine.

THE COURT: Ckay, M. Mller. | also
addressed those issues in ny prelimnary
statenent to you. The data requests go fro
the party who ask for themto the party who
they are comng from

MR M LLER

THE COURT:

Yes.
W are a state agency, and
al t hough we are bound by the constitution,
do not decide constitutional issues. W
determ ne cases on the basis of regulations

and state law. So that answers those

h
'S

ree

d,

m

we
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guesti ons.

MR MLLER Well, it doesn't. [|I'm
asking you directly if, if your proceedings
have to conply with federal constitutional
| aw, even though under the section where you
guys get to make your own |laws and rul es for
your own way of doing business, |'masking if
they have to conply with federal [aw at the
state | evel.

THE COURT: |If you're asking ne if the
constitution is the overarching | egal docunent
for the United States and for us, that's true.
But the procedures that determ ne what happens
at the comm ssion are the rules and
regul ations and state statutes, as well as the
policies and procedures of the conm ssion nade
by the commi ssion. |'mgiving you the sane
answer. | understand you may not |ike it, but
that's --

MR MLLER It's, it's --

THE COURT: -- that's the way it worKks.

MR MLLER -- it's just a yes or no
answer. Are they conpliant with federal |aw?
Because -- and do you recogni ze they have to

be conpliant with federal |aw even though they
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are different? Wat you're telling ne is you
do things differently and you understand t hat
it -- it's different outside the federal |aw

THE COURT: Now, M. Mller, we're sort
of veering into you asking ne for |egal
advice, and | don't give |egal advice.

MR MLLER Ckay.

THE COURT: So next issue?

MR. MLLER | have several issues. Do
you -- do you mnd | ooking at any of our data
requests or does that have anything to, to do
with anything? |'ve got a |lot of questions
|'ve already posed to the -- to PSC about
t hese i ssues through data requests.

THE COURT: This procedural conference is
not to issue -- not to determne the data
requests, and | don't | ook at data requests.
| f you have problens with the data, you are
wel cone to address those issues as you can in
di scovery, and you nmay bring those issues to a
hearing if you have a hearing. And at that
time, | would rule on whatever issues there
are.

MR MLLER | appreciate that. Are we
still -- do I still get to tell you what ny

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
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ot her issues are?

THE COURT: Absolutely.

MR MLLER Ckay. Thank you. My other
I ssue was obviously a breach in the
I nvestigation. There's sone ethical, |egal,
and, and -- so what |I'mcurious is, I, | --
it's ny understanding | have a right and a
duty as -- to bring constitutional i1ssues to
your attention if | find themduring these
pr oceedi ngs.

And so | know you said that, but | want
to make sure that, that it's not sonething
that the, the regulatory oversight and the,
the court is -- it -- finds necessary for, for
di screpancies and things like that. If we
find these types of constitutional issues, are
you suggesting that we shouldn't bring them up
to the judge?

THE COURT: |'mnot just suggesting it.
|"msaying that this is not the forumfor
deci ding constitutional issues. The Public
Service Conmission is an adm ni strative body,
and we don't decide constitutional issues. In
terns of the data breach, | said in ny

prelimnary remarks that |'m asking everyone
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not to file pleadings that have the nanmes of
people -- ordinary citizens, who are not
parties to this case.

You are breaching their confidentiality.
And | understand you are concerned about these
breaches. And | hope that you wll stop
posting people's nanes and stop the breaches.

MR MLLER Well, | have perm ssion from
the individuals to use whatever information I
need to for this | egal proceeding, the
breached coupl e.

THE COURT: You're welcone to bring those
peopl e to the comm ssion when and if a hearing
happens. You are not welcone to post their
nanmes and addresses and information about them
in EFIS so that it is dissemnated to the
wor | d.

MR MLLER Yeah. Absolutely. And
just wanted to say --

THE COURT: They have a right to privacy.

MR MLLER Yes. | just wanted to add
the EFIS filing, | was counting on -- they
have their own net hodol ogy and systemin pl ace
for if sonme -- if there's confidenti al

I nformati on posted that it creates two copies,
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one public and one confidential. And so that
was ny mstake. | just want to add for the
record. But | also wanted to clarify; if it's
public information, then we're not -- we're
not obligated to confidentiality.

THE COURT: That's quite true. |[If you
file the pleading fromanother case in the
Public Service Commission, it's public
i nformati on. But people's nanmes and addresses
who are not parties and are not represented
and you're not representing, you don't have
perm ssion to file those. And ny
understanding is that you' re not an attorney
and you're not representing anyone else in
this case.

MR MLLER Correct.

THE COURT: |s that correct?

MR MLLER |I'mactually representing
the people, the public interest, which is what
t he PSC shoul d be doi ng.

THE COURT: You can represent yourself,
but you can't represent anyone else. You're
not an attorney in front of the Public Service
Comm ssi on.

MR MLLER Ckay. And then so we have
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to deal with the issues of the breach itself
wWith regard to discovery. So we --

THE COURT: | think one of the -- we have
dealt with one of the issues in the breach,
and that is that | have taken sonme of that
information off EFIS and redacted the nanmes of
all of the people that have been di scl osed.

MR MLLER Right. And by doing that,
you reordered all the nunbers of ny filings.
So all ny notes and everything are just
conpletely not -- they're scranbled up because
what was filing nunber 106 is now filing 46.
And so ny notes are --

THE COURT: That's quite true.

MR MLLER But that's not howit's
supposed to be. That should -- there should
be an issue in the system where when the
filing is recalled and a |l egal attorney's bill
in this case, that the system doesn't screw up
t he order of the nunbers.

THE COURT: Actually, you can blane ne
for that. Wen the filings are taken out of
EFIS, if any judge takes them out, then they
get renunbered and they're still -- all of the

filings that you filed, you can still access
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them by the date that you filed them and the
time that you filed them

MR MLLER But you didn't acknow edge
how it m xes up the nunbers and screws up ny
notes for ny | egal proceedings.

THE COURT: Well, 1'lIl acknow edge t hat
now. | apologize to you if you' re confused.
That' s how t he system works.

MR MLLER And is this -- so you're
saying the systemis not set up to actually
keep the file nunbered with the file even if
files are renoved or you're saying that in the
event that a judge does it, that it screws it
up?

THE COURT: Well, |I'msaying that those
filings were renoved in this case and the
filings are renunbered but they are still
accessi ble by date and by tine.

MR MLLER Got you. That part |'m
aware of. | appreciate it.

THE COURT: Next issue.

MR MLLER M other issue is handling
of confidential information. You haven't
really addressed here public or -- | don't

know if we're public or private still, but I
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assuned all of our proceedings were public.
Al our filings were public. And so if this
is private -- if you could clarify that, |
woul d appreciate it.

THE COURT: Well, if you're asking nme if
this phone call is public, it's not public
now. The only people that are on it are you
all and nme but there will be a transcript that
will be filed in EFIS. |s the entire public
going to have access to that? | can't answer
that question. |'mnot certain.

MR MLLER But you're famliar -- but
you are famliar with the EFI S systen?

THE COURT: Alittle bit.

MR MLLER Ckay. So then you can tell
me if there's different account tiers?

THE COURT: You know what --

MR MLLER Different -- | know you, you
said we all have the sane one but can | verify
that? Can | see all parties accounts that
show - -

THE COURT: No. You cannot.

MR MLLER How can | verify that?

THE COURT: QO her parties accounts are

confidential and confidential in terns of, |'m
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not giving you informati on about the other
attorney's accounts just in the way | would
not give theminformation about your account.

MR MLLER And that's fine. Could you
tell me where to go where | would find ny own
tier? It says |I'"'munverified. | don't know
what that neans.

THE COURT: Unverified neans that your
phone - -

MR MLLER Now you're unverified.

THE COURT: |'munverified too.

MR. MLLER Now we're both unverified.

THE COURT: Welcone to the unverified
club. Yeah. That just neans your phone
nunber is not -- hasn't been entered into the
system

MR MLLER Ckay. And so is there
anywhere | can see on ny own account?

THE COURT: There is not.

MR MLLER And is there any way | woul d
know, as ny own | egal representation, what the
different benefits are between the different
tiers of service and why wouldn't | be able to
see what type of account | have in conparison
to other types of accounts?

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
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THE COURT: Yeah. There's no way for you
to do that, nor is it necessary or relevant to
the issues in this case.

MR MLLER Well, it could be if I think
that there -- if the PSCis getting data
response notifications for all notifications.
It says | awers get automatic notifications
for all filings. |t doesn't say what you
said. Your handbook -- so what you're telling
me and what your help text for PSC online is
telling me two different things.

THE COURT: Ckay, M. MIller. For the
fourth tinme, everyone has the sane designation
in this case. You have the exact sane
designation as the attorneys in this case.

You have the sane access to information that
they do. That answer is not going to change.
And that professional designation, it's pretty
much the hi ghest designation that you can get.
It gives you the right to file things in EFIS.

MR MLLER Right. And |I'maware of
that, but I"'mwanting to determ ne that, that
we are -- do | need to cite it for you to show
where all notifications are automatic if

you're a | awer?
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THE COURT: Well, you have the sane
status as a |l awer even though you're not one.

MR MLLER Isn't that special?

THE COURT: It really is.

MR MLLER And so -- and when -- on
your help center, when it says, "All autonatic
notifications," that includes data request
responses. |I'msorry to tell people, but
unfortunately that's the case.

THE COURT: Data request responses are
bet ween the parties only unless and until they
becone evidence, as | said at the beginning of
this phone call.

MR MLLER Okay. So they're not | egal
filings.

THE COURT: Wwell, | --

MR CLIZER |I'mgoing to regret this,
but | just want to interject for one nonent.
So the commi ssion's EFI S system all ows for
data requests to be issued fromand to the
comm ssion staff through EFIS, but non-conpany
parties -- or, sorry, non-staff parties don't
have access to the ability, neaning that they
have to transmt data requests and responses

via email .
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| don't know that staff has received any
data responses in this case. | believe data
responses have been issued on Spire. Any data
-- sorry, data requests been issued on Spire,
and | think data responses from Spire would
have to conme by email. | don't know if that
hel ps to clarify that. | welcone if anybody
wants to correct ne.

MR MLLER Could you clarify. Are you
basically saying that you get the -- that was
my original concern. Was | was getting
notifications for the filings, but when
soneone responded to it. It's not ny job to
babysit this. [It's not ny job to babysit this
for emails show ng when people file sonething
and when they don't. It's just one thing --

THE COURT: Actually, M. Mller, it is
absol utely your job. It is your job to
determ ne what you | ook at for your conplaint.

MR MLLER Well, what | saw was the
data request notification -- | nean, response
was sent to the PSC on the 23rd and | didn't
see it because --

THE COURT: Data requests are sent from
the party nmaking the request and the party
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providing the response. |f you didn't nake
the request -- if you're not involved in the
response then you're not -- you don't see it.

MR MLLER And | think -- can you
clarify to ne? So you're saying on the
record, that all parties are not legally
entitled to all legal filings at the sane
time?

THE COURT: Yes. The staff wll do an
I nvestigation and then they will file a
report, and the report wll be public after
it's filed.

MR MLLER Could you clarify that? |
don't know that | understood. What |'m asking
Is: If soneone files a response to a data
request all parties have to be notified at the
sane tinme, |egally.

THE COURT: The data request responses
are between the parties only, the party nmaking
the data request and the party providing the
response.

MR. MLLER Yeah. That's a policy I'm
trying to change.

THE COURT: Well, | think that -- | think
that's great, but that's not an issue in this
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case.

MR MLLER It's an issue in the case.
Anyt hi ng that nakes it harder for the citizen
to go up against, you know, fighting
Injustices isn't in the public's best
I nterest.

THE COURT: Well, | think anything that -
- 1 think we're getting a little far field.
VWhat we're here to talk about is the conpl aint
that you filed. And the conplaint that you
filed is you were put on budget billing from
Spire. |f you have anything to say
procedurally about that, that is relevant.

MR ARIAS: And, Judge, if | may just
pi ggyback off of what M. dizer was sayi ng.
When we do get that -- when Spire gets data
requests fromthe M ssouri Public Conm ssion
staff, we do submt those data requests back
through EFIS. Those DR responses are
accessible by all parties. The notification
m ght not be there. | don't believe we
actually -- a notification is actually
provi ded.

I n one of our other cases, | believe the

OPC sent staff data requests. W were
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notified that those data requests were sent to
the OPC, we were not notified when those
responses were provided by the staff back to
the OPC. So that's just how the EFI S system
Is set up. That's just an exanple of how the
EFI S systemis set up. W were able to access
t he responses, though, that staff provided,

so, to the opposing --

MR MLLER And, and real briefly, |
have to say, having access and serving to all
parties are not the sane legal ternms. |'m
sorry.

THE COURT: Actually, they are.

MR. MLLER  Ckay.

MR, JOHNSON:. Judge, | would pipe in.
This is Mark Johnson. Pursuant to our rules,
data requests have a default response tine of
20 days. So | would state that upon notice
that a data request has been issued, all
parties are aware that a response will be
provided within 20 days, unless, of course,
obj ected or an additional anmount of tine is
request ed.

THE COURT: | want to talk about a little

bit -- it doesn't seemlike the facts in the
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original conplaint are disputed. M. Mller,
you' re saying that you were put on budget
billing and you didn't want to be. Spire has
admtted that they put you on budget billing
and that it was a mstake and they didn't --
that you shouldn't have been and they took you
off of it.

| want to know if the parties in this
case woul d be anenable to submtting the case
on the facts because they're not in
contenti on.

MR MLLER Could you put it in layman's
terns for me?

THE COURT: The facts are already -- the
facts are already in front of ne. | can | ook
at the facts and the information that's there
and make a deci si on.

MR MLLER Ch, you can?

THE COURT: | can.

MR MLLER Well, yeah. If you don't
consi der any procedures -- if you don't let ne
finish all ny procedural issues, |I'msure you
probably coul d.

THE COURT: Well, there are no procedural

I ssues in your conplaint. The conplaint that
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you filed has no procedural issues init. The
procedure issues that you are raising are
ancillary to the conplaint that you filed.

MR MLLER But, but I have every right
to --

THE COURT: This is not the forumto deal
Wi th those issues. | understand that's
frustrating, | understand that you're unhappy
about that, but that's not the situation that
you find yourself in.

MR. MLLER Who does the PSC answer to
for regulatory conpliance with regards to US
Constitutional |aw and the proceedi ngs?

THE COURT: Well, as | said in the
begi nning of this and a couple of tines now,
we don't decide issues of constitutional |aw.
But if you get a decision, like if you submt
this case on the facts to ne and you don't
i ke nmy decision, then you have an opportunity
to file for a rehearing in the comm ssion, and
then you have an opportunity to file a case in
the Western District Court of Appeals.

| mean, ny decision has to cone first,

then the rehearing decision, than the Court of

Appeal s.
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MR MLLER OCh, yeah. Right. | get it.

THE COURT: And they will, at that point,
I f they believe the case contains
constitutional issues that need to be decided,
t hat happens there. That does not happen
here. So back to ny question. How about
submtting the case on the facts?

MR. MLLER Are you asking ne.

THE COURT: |'m asking everyone who's on
this call who's involved in this case. M.
Arias --

MR MLLER M response -- ny response
IS you can't expect to have a fair and | egal
hearing if you're not wlling to listento
et hical and regul atory proceedi ng i ssues.

THE COURT: So you would prefer to --
you're not open to nediation or to submtting
the case on the facts.

MR. MLLER  What |'m suggesting i s when
you screwed up all the filing nunbers, Judge,
you screwed up ny case.

THE COURT: Well, | don't agree with that
assessnent. | don't think renunbering the
things you filed has done anything to your

case.
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MR MLLER Well, when | have notes that
are titled to a specific filing nunber, that's
exactly how. And | would say, you know.

THE COURT: | understand that's
confusing. You haven't answered ny questi on.
Wul d you submt the case on the facts?

MR MLLER Only, only all the facts,
not just the ones the PSC wants and that Spire
want to address.

THE COURT: M. Arias.

MR ARIAS.: | guess ny first clarifying
guestion would be -- and this is the way Spire
answered the conplaint as well, would be the
facts that we're discussing submtting the
case on would be the facts fromthe -- | don't
have the exact date. The July 2nd initial
filing opening the case that's titled fornal
conpl ai nt .

THE COURT:  Yes.

MR. ARIAS: That's the docunent that we
answered and are treating as the sole source
of the facts in this conplaint. Then your
answer would -- Spire's answer would be yes to
submtting it on the facts. W would also --

| mean, 1If that's not the nethod taken here,
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the path taken fromthis conference, we'd al so
probably be filing for a notion for summary
det er m nati on.

THE COURT: Staff Counsel, what about
you? Are you anenable to the case being
submtted on the facts, or?

M5. HANSEN:. Staff is anenable to the
case being submtted on the facts. Correct.

THE COURT: Al right.

MR MLLER Could you clarify what you
nmean by that. |, | -- only thing that | filed
are facts. \Wether you don't like the facts
or the identifiable information or not is
another story. But they're facts. Just for
t he record.

THE COURT: Well, the facts in the case
t hat have been submtted are the ones that are
contained in your formal conplaint. | nean,
you determ ne the facts by your fornal
conpl ai nt, so.

MR. MLLER Yeah. And | nentioned
system ¢ i ssues. Werever that rabbit hole
| eads.

THE COURT: Well, what |I'mhearing from

you, M. MIller, is that you are not anenabl e
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to submtting the case on the facts. And --

MR MLLER | don't know what that
nmeans.

THE COURT: It neans that | take your
formal conplaint and the facts in your
conplaint and | take the answer from Spire and
i nput fromstaff counsel and | | ook at all of
those things fromall of those parties that |
apply -- look at those facts, apply the | aw,
and i ssue a decision --

MR MLLER Is that what you want to do?

THE COURT: -- without a hearing. |
think in this case this can be decided as a
matter of |law. You have an absolute right to
have a hearing if you want one.

MR MLLER If, if, if I think that the
PSC will actually lead a case that | can
listen to and -- tonme it's, it's the -- it's
the PSC s job to do the investigation, not
mne. That's where we're screwed up here.

And | haven't seen -- you know what | nean?
Al 1've seen is one data request out of them
and that's it. That's all 1've heard.

And | spent countless hours up late

ni ghts being a | awer, |ooking stuff up,
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| ooki ng for discrepancies, |ooking for w ns.

THE COURT: That doesn't really answer ny
questi on.

MR MLLER Well, it, it sounded |like
you told ne that you're not going to listen to
all the facts, only the facts in the initial
filing. And | just don't think that's fair.

THE COURT: That's not what | told you.
| told you |l would listen to what's been filed
by you, by Spire, and by staff counsel. All
of the parties in the case.

MR MLLER And all the facts that have
states strown (sic) -- all the facts that have
come out because of that initial case.

THE COURT: | woul d probably make a
ruling on sone of those issues as well.

MR MLLER Then I'd be wlling to have
a di scussi on.

THE COURT: Well, it's not a discussion.
What happens is | take all the docunents that
have been submtted and apply the | aw and then
make a deci sion.

M5. HANSEN: Judge Wal ker, may |
interject here very quickly? M. Mller, he

did say that he saw the staff -- | think he
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said staff submtted one DR  Staff has
actually submtted two batches of DRs and
going to take a quick | ook here.

MR MLLER Sorry. Two sets of data
requests.

M5. HANSEN.: Two sets of data requests.

MR MLLER That's correct. And they
al so didn't answer mne by the tinme we had
this hearing today.

THE COURT: Well, that doesn't -- | think
we should just focus on the issue at hand.

And the issue at hand is, M. MIller, are you
willing to submt the case on facts or are you
going to a hearing?

MR MLLER I'ma little concerned that
you woul d even ask that when there's open data
requests from counsel to counsel still, still
on the books.

THE COURT: And you have a perfect right
to wait until there are answers to those
requests or there are nore requests. | rmean,
thisis --

MR MLLER I'min it for the |ong haul,
Judge.

THE COURT: That's your right. So what
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|"mgoing to do nowis I'mgoing to exit the
call and then let the parties -- | know that -
- | shouldn't know it, but |I do know t hat
there was a settlenent offer that was nade

t hat had been rejected.

MR. MLLER Tw ce.

THE COURT: So | would like you -- |
woul d |i ke you to discuss whether or not there
Is any opening for settlenent in this case.

So I'mgoing to | eave the call and let you all
talk to each other.

MR MLLER That is --

MR CLIZER Wait. Your Honor, hold on.
Before you go, is there an order -- if
settl ement does not appear to be forthcom ng,
as the comm ssion -- does the conmm ssion want
us, the parties, to present a procedural
schedul e at sone point?

THE COURT: Thank you, M. dizer. Yes.

MR MLLER | didn't hear that.

THE COURT: He's asking if we're going to
a hearing, we need a procedural schedul e.

Whi ch neans --
MR MLLER OCh, yes. | didn't see one

of those either.
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THE COURT: W don't have it yet. Wy
don't you all submt a procedural schedul e
wi thin the next couple of weeks?

MR MLLER If everybody just owned up
to what they did in the first place, we could
take a short recess and probably cone to a
resol uti on where people, you know, cone --

THE COURT: Wiy would | take a recess,

M. Mller, I'm]leaving.

MR MLLER Hey, just real quick, Judge.
In the very beginning at, like, July 1st, M.
Clizer actually had an email with ne where he
poi nted out the system c issues, and that's
what led to the initial conplaint |eading off
into --

MR ARIAS: Judge, |I'mgoing to object to
all the -- this is not for the judge to hear
ri ght now.

MR- MLLER That's actually --

THE COURT: We're not in a hearing and
you can't object, but he's right. [|'m not
here to discuss all the facts and issues of
t he case.

MR MLLER Ckay.

THE COURT: |'mhere to get you to talk

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS

www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F - California Firm Registration #179




© 00 N oo o b~ w N B

N N NN NN B B R R R R R R R
o A W N P O © 0 N O U0 M W N B O

Procedural Conference Vol |

www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F - California Firm Registration #179

Page 35
to each other right now So |I'mgoing to
| eave. Thank you all for com ng and
partici pating.

MR MLLER Ckay.

THE COURT: M. Arias, do you have
anot her 1ssue?

MR. ARIAS: No. Not an issue, Your
Honor. Just really qui ck.

MR MLLER It's nice to neet you.

THE COURT: Thank you.

MR MLLER Are you not getting back on?

THE COURT: No. | haven't left yet
because M. Arias is trying to speak.

MR MLLER Wll, you said you were
going to take a recess. It sounded |ike you
were going to get back on the call.

THE COURT: No. | am not.

MR MLLER So when |I'm done with these
people, | just hang up?

THE COURT: Yes.

MR. MLLER Ckay. Thank you.

THE COURT: M. Arias, do you have an
I ssue?

MR. ARIAS: Not an issue, Your Honor.

Just once we do file -- once we decide whet her
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or not the settlenent discussions are going
anywhere today, do you want to set -- it's

i ke two weeks out after staff files its
report or for procedural schedule to be filed.
| s that what you're thinking?

THE COURT: Yeah. You know what, why
don't | issue an order to clarify it, and that
way everybody will be on the sane page.

MR. ARIAS: That's all right.

M5. HANSEN: One thing | do want to say,
and | don't knowif this is the proper place
to say it, but I think it's sonewhat
procedural. So staff is conducting an
I nvestigation, but it is anticipating that it
wi Il need sonme nore tine for -- because of
DRs.

So DR responses are due on the 28th. |
think the order states that we need -- or that
t he conmm ssi on needs a response or a status
report by the 31lst, which would effectively be
the 29th. So staff is asking -- and we do
anticipate, | guess, depending on how the
tal ks go after this, we do anticipate that we
m ght need to send out another batch of DRs

that we do have ready to be sent out today.
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So because of that, that m ght affect any
procedural schedule. | just wanted to |et
everyone know that as well.

MR MLLER That was why | filed for a
notion for a continuance, because we still --
they sent the first batch of data requests,
they responded, and then they didn't |ike
their responses so they sent them another set
saying, "You need to answer these a little
nore in depth.” And for sone reason now,
their response tine is going up and up and up.
And so -- and she's correct.

So it sounds |ike they have anot her set
to go out but with all these not -- us not
havi ng that thing you just nentioned, an
outline, basically, of what the timng is for
this case and the procedures and proceedi ngs
and all that, how are we supposed to all be on
t he sane page, you know?

THE COURT: Well, |I'"mhoping to solve
t hat problem for you.

MR MLLER On, thank you.

THE COURT: | will issue a procedural
schedule. | would encourage staff to ask for

the tinme that they need instead of continually
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asking for continuances. | really amnot a
fan of getting a continuance asking for two
weeks and then getting anot her one and anot her
one and another one. And | also would note
that this is a fairly contained case, so ny
expectation is that the investigation will be
forthcom ng soon.

M5. HANSEN: Thank you.

THE COURT: All right. Good afternoon,
everyone. Thank you for com ng.

MR M LLER Thank you, Judge.

MR CLIZER  Thank you, Judge.

M5. HANSEN: Thank you, Judge.

(End of audio recording.)
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