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January 9, 2003

Mr. Dale Hardy Roberts

Missouri Public Service Commission JA N o

P.O. Box 360 9 2003
Jefferson City, MO 65102

Re:  Case No. CO-2003-0162 Missicy,
Dear Mr. Roberts:

Enclosed for filing on behalf of Green Hills Area Cellular Telephone Inc. d/b/a Green Hills
Telecommunications Services ("GHTS"), please find an original and eight (8) copies of'a Stipulation
and Agreement.

Would you please see that this filing is brought to the attention of the appropriate
Commission personnel.

I thank you in advance for your cooperation in this matter.

Sincerely yours,

BRYDON, SWEARENGEN & ENGLAND P.C.

W et Morgeen

Sondra B. Morgan
SBM/lar

Enclosure

ce: William K. Haas
Michael F. Dandino
Lisa Cole Chase



BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION F l L E D 2

STATE OF MISSOURI

~ In the Matter of the Application of

Green Hills Area Cellular Telephone, Inc.

d/b/a Green Hills Telecommunications Services
for Designation as a Telecommunications
Company Carrier Eligible for Federal Universal
Service Support pursuant to § 254 of the
Telecommunications Act of 1996.

Case No. C0-2003-0162

STIPULATION AND AGREEMENT

On October 31, 2002, Green Hills Area Cellular Telephone, Inc. d/b/a Green Hills
Telecommunications Services (“GHTS™), filed an Application with the Missouri Public Service
Commission (“Commission”) requesting that the Commission designate itas a
telecommunications carrier eligible under the provisions of 47 CFR 54.201(d) to receive federal
universal service support. On November 14, 2002, the Commission issued an Order Directing
Notice in which it directed that notice be sent to all certificated telecommunications catriers in
Missouri and gave those companies until December 4, 2002, to request intervention. Also on
November 14, the Office of Public Counsel (*“Public Counsel”) filed a Motion for Evidentiary
Hearing. On December 3, 2002, the Missouri Independent Telephone Group (“MITG”) filed a
timely application to intervene.!

As aresult of meetings and discussions between the parties (“Parties™) concerning the

above-described transactions, the parties to this Stipulation and Agreement reached the following

'The Missouri Independent Telephone Group is comprised of Alma Telephone Company,
Chariton Valley Telephone Corporation, Choctaw Telephone Company, Mid-Missouri
Telephone Company, Modern Telecommunications Company, MoKan Dial, Inc. and Northeast
Missouri Rural Telephone Company.




agreements and make the following recommendations to the Commission.

Facts

1. Green Hills Telecommunications Services is a fictitious name registered with the
Missouri Secretary of State, Green Hills Area Cellular Telephone, Inc. is the owner of the
fictitious name.

2. Green Hills Area Cellular Telephone, Inc. d/b/a Green Hills Telecommunications
Services (“GHTS”) i1s a competitive local exchange company (“CLEC”) certificated by the
Commission in Case No. TA-98-380 to provide basic local telecommunications service in
portions of the State of Missouri. The Commission approved an interconnection agreement
between GHTS and Sprint Missouri, Inc. (“Sprint”} in Case No. TO-99-75. Pursuant to tariffs
approved by the Commission, GHTS provides basic local telecommunications service through
the use of its own facilities in one Sprint exchange, Norborne.

3. Inits Application, GHTS seeks designation as an eligible telecommunications carrier
(“ETC”) only as a CLEC providing basic local telecommunications service and only in the
service area of the Norborne exchange. Green Hills Area Cellular Telephone, Inc., is not seeking
ETC designation as a cellular company, nor is GHTS seeking ETC designation in any service
area served by the cellular company.

4. GHTS, through its own facilities, offers all of the services supported by federal
universal service support under § 254(c) of the Act. Specifically, GHTS offers the following
services:

q)) Voice grade access to the public switched network;

@)] Local usage,



3) Dual tone multi-frequency signaling or its functional equivalent;

G Single-party service or its functional equivalent;
3 Access to emergency services;
(6) Access to operator services;
). Access to interexchange service;
8) Access to directory assistance; and
) Toll limitation for qualifying low-income consumers.>

' 5. GHTS advertises the availability of and charges for such services using media of

gerfleral distribution within its service area. An Affidavit of Publication showing proof of such
ad\i’ertising was attached to its verified Application as Appendix C.

6. GHTS acknowledges that 47 CFR 54.405 requires all eligible telecommunications
carriers to make Lifeline services (as defined in 47 CFR 54.401) available to qualifying low-
incI{)me consumers. Lifeline services are available to qualifying low-income consumers in its

).
ser']v1ce area.

7. GHTS does not have any pending action, or final unsatisfied judgment or decisions
agai.inst it from any state or federal agency or court which involve customer service or rates,

|
wh‘ich action, judgment or deciston has occurred within three (3) years of the date of the

b
apﬁnlication.

’On December 30, 1997, the FCC changed its definition of toll-limitation services in its
Fourth Order on Reconsideration of the Universal Service Report and Order, CC Docket Nos.
96145 ct al. The FCC stated, “we define toll-limitation services as either toll blocking or toll
control and require telecommunications carriers to offer only one, and not necessarily both, of
those services at this time in order to be designated as eligible telecommunications carriers.” Id.

at 2".103. MTCC currently offers toll blocking service to qualifying customers.
r
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8. GHTS does not have any annual reports or assessment fees that are overdue.

Stipulation and Agreement

Section 214(e)(1) of the Act states that a carrier may be designated as an eligible
telg;conlrnunjcations carrier and therefore receive universal service support so long as the
car:rier, throughout its service area: (1) offers the services that are supported by federal
unifversal service support mechanisms under section 254(c) of the Act; (2) offers such services
usi:!ng its own facilities or a combination of its own facilities and resale of another carrier’s
Ser;vices, including the services offered by another eligible telecommunications carrier; and (3)
ad\jrertises the availability of and charges for such services using media of general distribution.

Title 47 of the Code of Federal Regulations § 54.201(b) states that the Commission
shaj;.ll, on its own motion or upon request, designate a common carrier an "eligible
tele::comrnunjcations carrier" so long as the carrier meets the requirements of 47 CFR
54.!201(d). Title 47 CFR § 54.201(c) further states that a state commission shall designate
mo':re than one common carrier as an eligible telecommunications carrier for a service area
desiignated by the state commission so long as the additional requesting carrier meets the
recfuirements of § 54.201(d).

Based upon its verified Application and the provisions of this Stipulation and
Agreement, GHTS asserts, and no party makes a contrary assertion, that there is sufficient
evi:dence from which the Commission should find and conclude that:

9. GHTS, through its own facilities, offers all of the services supported by federal

uni:versal service support under § 254(c) of the Act. Specifically, GHTS offers the following
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services:
68 Voice grade access to the public switched network;
(2) Local usage;
3) Dual tone multi-frequency signaling or its functional equivalent;

4) Single-party service or its functional equivalent;

(5) Access to emergency services;

©) Access to operator services;

D Access to interexchange service;

®) Access to directory assistance; and

(9) Toll limitation for qualifying low-income consumers.’

10. As shown by the Affidavit of Publication attached to the Application, GHTS
advertises the availability of and charges for its services using media of general distribution
within its service area.

11. Section 47 CFR 54.405 requires all eligible telecommunications carriers to make
Lifeline services (as defined in 47 CFR 54.401) available to qualifying low-income consuniers.
Lifeline services are available to qualifying low-income consumers in the GHTS service area.

12. GHTS does not have any pending action, or final unsatisfied judgment or decisions

against it from any state or federal agency or court which invelve customer service or rates,

’On December 30, 1997, the FCC changed its definition of toll-limitation services in its
Fourth Order on Reconsideration of the Universal Service Report and Order, CC Docket Nos.
96-45 et al. The FCC stated, “we define toll-limitation services as ¢ither toll blocking or toll
control and require telecommunications carriers to offer only one, and not necessarily both, of
those services at this time in order to be designated as eligible telecommunications carriers.” 1d.
at 2103. MTCC currently offers toll blocking service to qualifying customers.
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which action, judgment or decision has occurred within three (3) years of the date of the
application.

13. GHTS does not have any annual reports or assessment fees that are overdue.

14. Designating GHTS as an ETC in the Norborne exchange is in the public interest
because the granting of this Application will expand the availability of innovative, high quality
and reliable telecommunications services, and further stimulate economic development, within
the State of Missouri.

15. In the event that the Commission accepts the specific terms of this Stipulation and
Agreement, the parties and participants waive, with respect to the issues resolved herein, their
respective rights pursuant to Sections 536.070(2) and 536.080.1, RSMo 2000, to present
testimony, to cross-examine witnesses, to present oral argument or written briefs, their
respective rights to the reading of the transcript by the Commission pursuant to Section
536.080.2, RSMo 2000, and their respective rights to seek rehearing pursuant to Section
386.500, RSMo 2000, and their respective rights to seek judicial review pursuant to Section
386.510, RSMo 2000. The parties agree to cooperate in presenting this Stipulation and
Agreement to the Commission for approval and shall take no action, direct or indirect, in
opposition to the request for approval of the application made herein.

16. The Staff shall file suggestions or memoranda in support of this Stipulation and
Agreement, and the Staff shall have the right to provide, at any agenda meeting at which the
Stipulation and Agreement is noticed to be considered by the Commission, whatever oral
explanation the Commission requests; provided the Staff shall provide, to the extent reasonably
practical, the other parties and participants with advance notice of when the Staff shall respond
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to the Commission’s request for such explanation once such explanation is requested from the

Staff. Staff’s oral explanation shall be subject to public disclosure except to the extent that it

refers to matters that are privileged or protected by disclosure pursuant to any protective order

that may be issued in this case.

Based on the foregoing, the Parties recommend that the Commission designate GHTS as

a telecommunications carrier eligible under the provisions of 47 CFR 54.201(d) to receive

federal universal service support in the Norborne exchange.

NS e PO
William K Haas #28701
Deputy General Counsel
Missouri Public Service Commission
P.0O. Box 360
Jefferson City, MO 65102
(573) 751-7510 (Telephone)
(573) 751-9285 (Fax)

e-mail: williamhaas@psc.state.mo.us

Attorney for the Staff of the
Missouri Public Service Commission

Lisa Cole Chase #51?02

Andereck, Evans, Milne,

Peace & Johnson, L.L.C.

700 Capitol Avenue

P.O. Box 1438

Jefferson City, MO 65102

Attorneys for Missouri
Independent Telephone Group

Respectfully submitted,

M&Lﬂm%ﬂ_&
Michael F. Dandino 24590

Senior Public Counsel
Office of Public Counsel
P.O. Box 7800

Jefferson City, MO 65102

Attorney for
Office of Public Counsel

% 6. mw«_‘
W.R. England, III v #23975
Sondra B. Morgan #35482
BRYDON, SWEARENGEN & ENGLAND P.C.
P.O. Box 456
Jefferson City, MO 65102-0456

Attorneys for Green Hills Area Cellular
Telephone, Inc. d/b/a Green Hills
Telecommunications Services
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that a true and correct copy of the above and foregoing document was

sent by U.S. Mail, postage prepaid, or hand-delivered on this G% day of January, 2003, to
the following parties:

William K Haas Michael F. Dandino
Deputy General Counsel Senior Public Counsel
Missouri Public Service Commission Office of Public Counsel
P.O. Box 360 P.O. Box 7800

Jefferson City, MO 65102 Jefferson City, MO 65102

Lisa Cole Chase

Andereck, Evans, Milne, Peace & Johnson, L.L.C.
700 Capitol Avenue

P.O. Box 1438

Jefferson City, MO 65102

A&“_AAJL MWA_

Sondra B. Morgan




