Before the Public Service Commission

Of the State of Missouri

	Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission, 

          Complainant,

     v.

Southern Union Company,

          Respondent.
	))))))))))
	Case No. GC-2003-0348

	
	
	


MOTION FOR PROTECTIVE ORDER

COMES NOW the Staff of the Commission and in response to the Commission’s March 24, 2003 Notice Regarding Style of Case and Confidential Information, states:


1.
It is unlawful under Section 386.480 RSMo. (2000), for the Commission Staff to release information furnished by the Company except on order of the Commission, unless Chapters 386 or 610 specifically require its release.  The information attached to Staff’s pleading in this case has previously been provided by Southern Union (“Company”) to Staff under protective order in another case, and Staff moves the Commission to issue its Protective Order in this complaint case pursuant to 4 CSR 240-2.085(2).  


2.  
In investigating Case No. GM-2003-0238, In the matter of the Application of Southern Union Company d/b/a Missouri Gas Energy for Authority to Acquire Directly or Indirectly up to and Including One Hundred Percent (100%) of the Equity Interest of Panhandle Eastern Pipeline Company, Including its Subsidiaries, and to Take All Other Actions Reasonably Necessary to Effectuate Said Transaction, Staff obtained information that was submitted in that case under the Commission’s protective order.  Staff attached this information, which was classified by the Company as either Proprietary or Highly Confidential in GM-2003-0238, to Staff’s filing in this complaint case for the convenience of the Commission and in support of its Complaint.  


3.
In its request for issuance of a protective order in Case No. GM-2003-0238, the Company stated that “the Stock Purchase Agreement contains confidential and proprietary information regarding the acquisition and . . . that there may be additional confidential or proprietary information requested” as Staff and the Office of the Public Counsel investigated that transaction.


4.  
Since the information filed with this pleading was furnished by the Company under protective order in Case No. GM-2003-0238, Staff requests that the Commission afford this information the same protection in this case.


WHEREFORE the Staff respectfully moves the Commission to issue its standard protective order in this case and grant any other and further relief as the Commission deems appropriate. 
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