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ANSWER OF MISSOURI LANDOWNERS ALLIANCE TO
TRADEWIND ENERGY, INC’S MOTION FOR A PROTECTIVE ORDER, Filed September 11, 2014.

Tradewind Energy, Inc. (Tradewind) has filed two motions with the Commission titled “Tradewind Energy, Inc’s Motion For a Protective Order”.  One was filed on September 8, 2014, the second on September 11, 2014.  This Answer is directed to the second of those two Motions, which goes more directly to the eight data requests served by the Alliance on Tradewind.


In response to said Motion, the Alliance states as follows:


1.  Tradewind states that the data requests it complains of were attached to its Motion as Exhibit A. (Motion, par. 1)  However, the Motion as posted on EFIS by Tradewind, and as served on the Alliance, apparently neglected to include that Exhibit.  Accordingly, a copy of the eight data requests in question is attached as Exhibit A to this Answer.  


2.  The Alliance agrees with Tradewind as to the following statements in its Motion:  the data requests served on Tradewind are identical [except for the company names] to those served by the Alliance on Infinity Wind Power (Infinity) (Motion par. 9); the issues here involve substantially similar if not identical matters to the issues between the Alliance on the one hand, and Grain Belt and Infinity on the other (Motion par. 10).


3.  Tradewind incorporated in its Motion the arguments and authorities set forth in Infinity’s Motion for Protective Order (Motion, par. 10).


4.  On September 12, the Alliance filed its Answer to Infinity’s Motion for Protective Order regarding the data requests served by the Alliance on Infinity.  Inasmuch as Tradewind and the Alliance agree that the issues regarding the data requests sent to Infinity and Tradewind are the same, rather than duplicate the arguments already raised, the Alliance hereby incorporates the arguments it made in its “Answer of Missouri Landowners Alliance to Motion For Protective Order of Infinity Wind Power”, filed on September 12, 2014.  

WHEREFORE, the Alliance respectfully asks the Commission to deny Tradewind’s  September 11, 2014 Motion for a Protective Order; to direct Tradewind to answer the eight questions in the Alliance’s First Set of Data Requests to Tradewind; and for such other relief as the Commission deems proper under the circumstances.
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I certify that a true and correct copy of the foregoing document and Exhibit A thereto were served upon the parties to this case by email or U.S. Mail, postage prepaid, this 13th day of September, 2014.    

/s/  Paul A. Agathen                 

Paul A. Agathen

Attorney for the Missouri Landowners Alliance

Paa0408@aol.com
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EXHIBIT A
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Missouri Landowners Alliance First Set of Data Requests

to Tradewind Energy, LLC

Definitions:

“Document” includes all of the items listed in Missouri Rule of Civil Procedure 58.01(a)(1).

“Grain Belt” means Grain Belt Express Clean Line LLC

“the proposed line” means the HVDC transmission line being proposed by Grain Belt in this case.  

“RFI” is the Request for Information issued by Grain Belt on or about November 18, 2013 to prospective wind developers in the general vicinity of the western converter station of the proposed line.  

Data Requests:

1.1  Please provide a copy of all documents, including emails, sent from Tradewind Energy to prospective purchasers of energy to be generated by Tradewind Energy and transmitted over the proposed line.

1.2  Please provide a copy of all documents, including emails, sent to Tradewind Energy from prospective purchasers of energy to be generated by Tradewind Energy and transmitted over the proposed line.

1.3  Other than any entity mentioned in documents responding to the preceding item, please list all entities with which Tradewind Energy has discussed the purchase or possible purchase of energy to be generated by Tradewind Energy and transmitted over the proposed line. In addition, please provide the date(s) on which such discussions were held.  

1.4  In your response to the RFI, please describe in detail how you calculated the Annual Capacity Factor provided in Part A of the RFI form.

1.5  In your response to the RFI, please describe in detail how you calculated the “average wind speed for the Project Site” in Part C of the RFI form.

1.6  Please state whether you provided a figure for “Pricing at Project’s busbar” in Part D of the RFI form.

1.7  If the answer to the preceding item is yes, please list all cost components which you included in that figure, and state whether the figure you provided included any amount for a profit margin above the costs of production.     

1.8  Please state whether your response to the RFI was intended to indicate your willingness to sell energy for 25 years for the amount you listed as your “Pricing at Project’s busbar”, without conditioning such a contract on the continued availability of the Production Tax Credit for at least some of those years.
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