BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of the Tariff Filing of Aquila, Inc.
)

To Implement a General Rate Increase for
)

Retail Electric Service Provided to Customers
)  
Case No. ER-2005-0436

In its MPS and L&P Missouri Service Areas
)

In the Matter of the Tariff Filing of Aquila, Inc.
)

To Implement a General Rate Increase for
)

Retail Steam Heat Service Provided to 

)
Case No. HR-2005-0450

Customers in its L&P Missouri Service Areas
)

PREHEARING BRIEF OF THE CITY OF ST. JOSEPH

COMES NOW the City of St. Joseph, Missouri, by and through counsel, and respectfully submits its Prehearing Brief in these cases, as follows:

1.  It is the position of the City of St. Joseph that any Interim Energy Charge (IEC) authorized in Case No. ER-2005-0436 should be established and trued-up on a divisional basis (for MPS and for L&P separately), not on a unified basis (MPS and L&P combined). (List of Issues, 32.e., filed by Staff in these cases.)

2.  The IEC currently in effect for Aquila in Missouri treats the L&P and MPS Divisions separately. Operational differences between the two divisions make this the appropriate approach. In addition, if Aquila were to divest itself of either division during the period in which any new IEC would be in effect, a unified IEC would become much more difficult to adjust to accurately reflect such a divestiture.

3.  It is now the understanding of the City of St. Joseph, from meetings with other parties, including Aquila, that Aquila will not propose to establish any new IEC on a unified basis, but would itself anticipate any IECs to derive from this case to be established separately for the MPS Division of Aquila and for the L&P Division of Aquila. Since there may not be any controversy about this issue, the City will not elaborate further, at this time, on the reasons supporting separate IECs for each division.

4.  The City of St. Joseph takes no position on the other issues in these cases at this time.

5.  The City of St. Joseph reserves the right to further address the IEC, or any other issue, at hearing or in post-hearing briefs, as necessary.







Respectfully submitted,







/s/ William D. Steinmeier 
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COUNSEL FOR THE CITY OF ST. JOSEPH, MISSOURI

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that the undersigned has caused a complete copy of the attached document to be electronically filed and served on the Commission’s Office of General Counsel (at gencounsel@psc.mo.gov) and the Office of Public Counsel (at opcservice@ded.mo.gov), and to be served electronically on all counsel  of record, on this 10th day of January 2006.
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