BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of Aquila, Inc., d/b/a Aquila

)

Networks – L&P and Aquila Networks – MPS, 
) 
Case No. ER-2004-0034

to implement a General Rate Increase in

)


Electricity.





)

In the Matter of the Request of Aquila, Inc.

)

d/b/a Aquila Networks – L&P, to Implement

)
Case No. HR-2004-0024

a General Rate Increase in Steam Rates.

)


Public Counsel Recommendation Regarding Test Year


COMES NOW the Office of the Public Counsel (Public Counsel) and pursuant to the Public Service Commission’s (Commission’s) Suspension Order and Notice issued on July 22, 2003, hereby states its Recommendation Regarding Test Year:


1.
On August 5, 2003, Aquila, Inc. d/b/a Aquila Networks (Aquila) filed its Recommendation for Test Year, requesting that the Commission establish the twelve months ending December 31, 2002 as the test year, as adjusted for known and measurable changes through September 30, 2003.  


2.
Public Counsel concurs that a test year which covers a calendar year provides certain benefits for the purposes of auditing and thus finds that a test year ending December 31, 2002 is reasonable.  

Public Counsel is less certain that a “known and measurable” ending September 30, 2003 is appropriate in this case.  Although longer than a typical known and measurable period, Aquila’s proposal may be acceptable provided that there is sufficient time between the date that financial information is made available to regulatory auditors and the date that Public Counsel’s prepared direct testimony must be filed with the Commission.  

3.
Public Counsel would concur in a known and measurable period ending September 30, 2003 provided that the data covering this known and measurable period would be available to regulatory auditors at least two months prior to the deadline for the filing of its prepared direct testimony.  Without such assurances, Public Counsel recommends a shorter known and measurable period which provides more adequate time to audit the data prior to preparing direct testimony.


WHEREFORE, Public Counsel respectfully requests that the Commission issue an order establishing a test year with a known and measurable period that is consistent with its comments herein.






Respectfully submitted,







OFFFICE OF THE Public Counsel








/s/ John B. Coffman







By: ____________________________







     John B. Coffman               (#36591)







     Acting Public Counsel

                                                                              P. O. Box 7800

                                                                              Jefferson City, MO  65102

                                                                              (573) 751-5560

                                                                              (573) 751-5562 FAX







     jcoffman@ded.state.mo.us
certificate of service

I hereby certify that copies of the foregoing have been mailed or hand-delivered to the following this 19th day of August 2003:

Nathan Williams




James C Swearengen
Missouri Public Service Commission


Brydon Swearengen & England

PO Box 360





312 East Capitol Avenue

Jefferson City MO  65102



PO Box 456

(573) 751-8702




Jefferson City MO  65102

(573) 751-9285 (fax)




(573) 635-7166

nathanwilliams@psc.state.mo.us


(573) 635-0427 (fax)

Attorney for General Counsel



lrackers@brydonlaw.com







Attorney for Aquila, Inc.

Stewart W Conrad



Mark W Comley

Finnegan Conrad & Peterson LC


Newman Comley & Ruth PC

3100 Broadway




601 Monroe Street  Suite 302

Suite 1209





PO Box 537

Kansas City MO  64111



Jefferson City MO  65102

(816) 753-1122




(573) 634-2266

(816) 756-0373 (fax)




(573) 636-3306 (fax)

stucon@fcplaw.com




comleym@ncrpc.com
Attorney for AG Processing, Inc.


Attorney for City of Kansas City MO

Shelley A Woods




Major Allen G Erickson

Attorney General’s Office



AFCESA/ULT

PO Box 899





139 Barnes Drive

Jefferson City MO  65102



Tyndall Air Force Base Fl  32403

(573) 751-8795




(850) 283-6348

(573) 751-8464 (fax)




(850) 283-6219 (fax)

Attorney for Dept of Natural Resources

allen.erickson@tyndall.af.mil







Attorney for Federal Executive Agencies









/s/ John B. Coffman

5
3

