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Turbine Design Advancement Leads To 
Enormous Increase in Capacity Factors 
Estimated capacity factor improvement driven by larger rotor swept area in 
proportion to nameplate capacity, as well as higher hub heights; increase is 

especially apparent with newest batch of low-wind-speed turbines 
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Note: Low wind-speed turbine performance is modeled up 
to a 7_5 m/s hub height wind speed, per IEC standards; 
site specific conditions may allow these machines to be 
installed in wind regimes that exceed the IEC average 
annual wind speed, leading to higher capacity factors (at 
higher average 50m wind speeds) than shown here_ 
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