BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

Staff of the Missouri Public Service
)

Commission,




)







)





Complainant,
)







)

v.





)
Case No. EC-2002-1







)

Union Electric Company, 


)

d/b/a AmerenUE,



)







)





Respondent.
)

NOTICE REGARDING HEARING SCHEDULE,

AND OBJECTIONS TO DEPOSITIONS AND TESTIMONY

On June 11 and 12, 2002, the parties filed a number of pleadings concerning the hearing schedule, and the use of depositions at the hearing.  This notice will outline the way in which the hearing will be conducted, and resolve the issues concerning the schedule. It will also address the use of depositions, and set deadlines for objections to depositions and prefiled testimony.


The hearing will proceed witness by witness.  That is, when a witness takes the stand, she will be cross-examined on all of her testimony, whether that testimony covers one issue or a number of issues.  As the moving party, Staff will present its witnesses first, followed by the witnesses of the Office of the Public Counsel and intervenors.  Witnesses for AmerenUE will be presented last. 


The Commission will not extend the hearings past August 2, the last day of hearings currently scheduled.  The parties, in the schedule of witnesses due June 26, should agree upon and present a schedule that will comply with this deadline.  In order to meet the August 2 deadline, hearings may run later (if necessary, considerably later) than 5:00 P.M.  If necessary, hearings will be held July 24-26.


As noted at the prehearing conference on May 28, admitting already-taken depositions in lieu of asking the same questions at hearing could save time at the hearing. In order to have a deposition admitted, the party seeking to have it admitted must notify the other parties no later than June 24 of the party’s intention to offer it.  Any objections to the admission of depositions must be made in a pleading or pleadings and must be filed no later than July 1.  Any responses to these objections must be made in a pleading or pleadings and must be filed no later than July 5.


A party seeking to have a deposition admitted must attach the deposition transcript correction sheets.  The normal Commission practice of questions from the bench, followed by additional cross-examination based on bench questions, followed by re-direct examination will apply, just as if the questions asked in the deposition had been asked as cross‑examination at the hearing.


Any objections to the admission of prefiled testimony must also be made prior to the hearing.  Objections to direct and rebuttal testimony must be made in a pleading or pleadings and must be filed no later than June 24.  Any responses to these objections must be made in a pleading or pleadings and must be filed no later than July 1.  Objections to surrebuttal testimony must be made in a pleading or pleadings and must be filed no later 

than July 1.  Any responses to these objections must be made in a pleading or pleadings and must be filed no later than July 5.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

(S E A L)

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 18th day of June, 2002.

Mills, Deputy Chief Regulatory Law Judge
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