
BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION


OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI
In the Matter of the Assessment Against

)

the Public Utilities in the State of Missouri
)
Case No. AO-2002-1156
for the Expenses of the Commission for

)

the Fiscal Year Commencing July 1, 2002.
)

ORDER SETTING PREHEARING CONFERENCE AND 

SETTING INTERVENTION DEADLINE
Syllabus: This order will offer an intervention period for interested parties and will schedule a prehearing conference so that the Commission may fully ascertain the status of this case.

On June 25, 2002, the Commission issued its order establishing the annual utility assessment for fiscal year 2003 pursuant to Section 386.370, RSMo.  The Commission received two separate applications for rehearing of the assessment order and the amounts contained therein and this case was docketed in response to those requests for rehearing.  On July 16 the Commission issued an order directing staff to file a report to set out the data upon which the assessment is based and that report was timely filed on August 14.

No further pleadings have been filed and this matter remains open and pending as a contested case.  At least one issue in this case is the fact that the Missouri Public Service Commission pays a fee for support services to the Department of Economic Development and also to the Office of Administration, for services which appear to the parties to be duplicate or redundant services.  There are other issues in this case which also remain unresolved regarding fees which may continue or increase in light of the current economic atmosphere.

Therefore, the Commission must ascertain whether the parties to this case, and the utility industry at large, are satisfied with the assessment and the costs supported by the assessment.  At the prehearing conference, the Commission will seek the information necessary to make a determination to either dismiss this case or establish a procedural schedule.  It is therefore appropriate to establish an intervention deadline so that utility companies which are regulated by the Missouri Public Service Commission will have an opportunity to intervene, along with any other interested party.  Absent some indication to the contrary, the Commission will close this case at or after the prehearing conference.

The Staff’s final report, as filed on August 14, 2002, is available to the public and better explains the assessment process and the fees which support the assessment amounts.  Those documents are available on the Commission’s web page at http://www.psc.state.mo.us/.  The Commission will direct its staff to send notice of this opportunity to intervene to all certificated electric, gas, steam, water and sewer companies along with all local incumbent exchanges and competitive local exchanges.


IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1.
That a prehearing conference shall be convened in this matter on January 6, 2003, at 10 a.m. in hearing room 310 at the Commission’s offices in the Governor Office Building, 200 Madison Street, Jefferson City, Missouri.  

2.
That this hearing shall be held in a building that meets accessibility standards required by the Americans with Disabilities Act.  If you need additional accommodations to participate in this public hearing, please call the Public Service Commission’s Hotline at 1-800-392-4211 (voice) or 1-800-829-7541 (TDD) prior to the hearing.

3.
That any request for intervention must be filed not later than December 31, 2002.

4.
That any party may file, and any intervener may file with their request to intervene, pleadings containing issues to be raised at the prehearing conference or motions to dismiss not later than December 31, 2002.

5.
That the Data Center send a copy of this order to the certificated utility companies as set out herein.

6.
That this order shall become effective on December 2, 2002.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge
(S E A L)

Dale Hardy Roberts, Chief Law 

Judge, by delegation of authority pursuant to

Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on the 2nd of December, 2002. 
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